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We l c o m e  t o  t h e  C h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  C a m p  

 

W e  w a n t  y o u  t o  h a v e  f u n ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  r u l e s  y o u  

n e e d  t o  f o l l o w  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  y o u  s t a y  s a f e .  

 

R e m e m b e r  t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  w i l d  a n i m a l s  a r o u n d  s o  t a k e  

c a r e  a n d  b e  a w a r e  o f  y o u r  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  
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I DREAM… I WISH… 
 
 

One thing I would like to be really good at is: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

When I grow up I want to be: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

My favourite place is: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

My favourite subject at school is: 
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MY TEAM 
 
 

I  a m  i n  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  t e a m  w i t h :  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
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RESPECT 
 

Outside everyone is different 
Inside we’re just the same. 

Everyone has feelings. 
The way that you treat others 

Is the way that they’ll treat you.  
So, respect each other’s differences 

And they’ll respect yours too. 
The planet is also a living thing 

And this too needs respect 
It is our only home! 

 

Respect is a way of life 
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LEADERSHIP AND VALUES 

What makes a good leader? 

 A good leader listens 

 A good leader makes decisions 

 A good leader can admit mistakes 

 A good leader takes responsibility 

 A good leader remains calm under pressure 

 A good leader inspires others to follow 

 A good leader is willing to do the right thing, even if it makes him/her 

unpopular. 

 

What are Values? 

Values are the beliefs, feelings and skills that guide a good leader. Here are 

a few important leadership values: 

 Awareness – knowing and understanding yourself, other people and the 

environment. 

 Creativity – seeing and coming up with solutions, ideas and plans. 

 Integrity – being reliable and trustworthy, staying true to what you can 

achieve (your potential).  

 Perseverance – to keep going on, and remaining strong when you 

experience complication, tragedy or people going against what you 

believe.  

 Service – sharing resources and skills selflessly and effectively, using your 

strength and experience to take meaningful action and contribute to a 

great good.  

 Focus – recognising and concentrating on important information. 

 Empathy / Compassion – understanding a person’s feelings, and motives. 

 
Admit – to make something known 
responsibility – to take control  
inspires – to encourage/give support to people to do something  
unpopular – not liked  
beliefs – things people believe to be true 
skills – the ability to do something well  
solutions – coming up with the answer to a problem 
reliable – someone you can trust or depend on 
trustworthy – when you trust that someone is honest and truthful 
achieve – to do something successfully 
complication – when something becomes difficult  
tragedy – an event that causes disaster or despair  
resources – stock or supply 
selflessly – being concerned more about others than yourself 
effectively – done properly to achieve a goal 
recognising – seeing and understanding 
concentrating – focusing all of your attention 
motives – reason for doing something 
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TIPPY TAPS 
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FIND YOUR TEAM 

Colour in the star to show which animal is your Team Animal. Read all the facts 

about your animal, and fill in your team members names on page 6  

 

ROAN ANTELOPE 

1. The roan antelope is one of Africa’s largest bovids (hooved animals), only 

exceeded in size by the African buffalo and eland.  

2. It has a grey or brown coat, a black-and-white clown-like facemask—that is 

darker in males than females—and long, tasseled ears. 

3. They prefer to graze on grass but will occasionally also feed on shrubs, herbs, and 

Acacia tree pods.  

4. They must drink regularly and inhabit areas where water is easily accessible. 

5. They play hide-and-seek with their young. Roan antelopes breed year-round, but 

births are more common during the rainy season. When the calf is born, its 

mother conceals it in tall grass and does not wander too far from it. 

6. The roan antelope is losing its living spaces. It has been eliminated from parts of 

its former range due to habitat loss resulting from human activity, such as 

agricultural expansion and new road and settlement construction. 

7. Poaching is also taking its toll on the roan antelope. Hunting outside of protected 

areas is persistent.  

 

 

 

This is my group 
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SOUTHERN REEDBUCK 

1. Southern reedbucks live in pairs or alone. Sometimes, they form herds consisting 

of about 20 members. 

2. They prefer to lie in grass or reed beds in the heat of the day and feed during 

sunrise and sunset, or sometimes even at night. 

3. It is active all the time in summer, but it is nocturnal in the wet season. 

4. They can camouflage themselves in the grasslands due to the colour of their 

coats, which are almost the same colour as the grass.  

5. As a herbivore, the reedbuck mainly feeds on grasses. It also eats herbs and 

reeds. It never enters into water, though it inhabits places with water sources.  

6. It needs to drink water every few days to several times a day during the dry 

season. 

7. Southern reedbucks remain widespread, but they have been eliminated from 

some parts of their former range by the spread of human settlement which has 

led to habitat destruction and hunting for meat and trophies. 

 

 

  

This is my group 
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LICHTENSTEIN’S HARTEBEEST 

1. Lichtenstein's Hartebeests are large antelope with humped shoulders, sloping 

back and elongated head.  

2. Cows can weigh 180 Kg and adult bulls over 200 Kg. 

3. This is a grazer dependant on grasses. They prefer new growth in burnt areas, 

when available. It grazes in the cool of early mornings and late afternoons. 

4. These are sociable antelope, and live in herds consisting of about ten animals 

5. They prefer an open habitat with adequate drinking water, hence its 

distribution in areas of higher rainfall. 

6. During feeding periods, one of the hartebeests watches for potential sources 

of danger, and can often be seen standing on a termite mound in order to 

increase the range of visibility.   

7. When fleeing, the herd runs in single file, and can reach speeds of up to 

80kilometres per hour.  

 

 

 

 

  

This is my group 
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WATERBUCK 

1. These animals are very water dependent and will never be seen too far from a permanent water 

source. 

2. The trademark white ring around the waterbucks’ hindquarters is used as a “follow me” sign. If 

one of the group spots a predator and runs, the rest know where to follow to avoid becoming 

dinner for one of the hungry cats.  

3. Waterbuck have a lot of hair around their necks neck making them look as if they should be 

living in much colder climates, but there is a functionality to this hair as it is all hollow. The 

hollow hair allows for extra buoyancy when swimming, helping the waterbuck to keep their 

heads above the water. 

4. The waterbuck release a special oil over the hair which repels the water and keeps the hair dry. 

5. They live in herds of 6-30 animals, with one male who defends his territory. Female babies stay 

with the herd, but males leave at the age of about 8 months and live in a herd with other young 

males. 

6. The Waterbuck grazes mainly grass near permanent water sources. They will browse when 

grass cover is in a poor condition.  

 

 

 

. 

 

  

This is my group 
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ECO-TOURISM 

WHAT IS ECO-TOURISM? 

Tourism is to travel to a place where you don’t live for a holiday.  A person 

who does this is called a tourist.  

Hospitality is the friendly and generous welcome and entertainment of 

guests, visitors, or tourists coming to where you live or work. 

Eco-Tourism is environmentally responsible travel, where tourists go to enjoy 

and appreciate nature and cultural experiences.  

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF ECOTOURISM? 

 Eco-Tourists spend money in areas that have natural beauty and where 

the environment is well cared for. 

 Eco-Tourists help to create jobs in these areas – because they need 

somewhere to sleep, a guide, and food to eat etc. 

 Eco-Tourists become aware of the natural beauty of an area, and wish to 

visit it again, or tell their friends to visit it – which brings more money into 

these areas. 

 Eco-Tourists help to take care of the environment – they take nothing from 

it, and leave nothing behind (like litter). 

 Eco-Tourists learn about local history and culture. 

 Eco-Tourists need services, thereby creating employment opportunities for 

the local community members. 

For good eco-tourism, which benefits local people, there must be three 

ingredients: 

1. A beautiful natural wilderness area, being well taken care of, with good 

biodiversity 

2. People who want to visit that place (tourists) 

3. People to look after the tourists when they get there (hospitality) 

A wilderness area is a region where the land is in a natural state; where 

impacts from human activities are minimal. It is also sometimes called a wild 

or natural area. 

Wilderness areas are important because: 

 They provide long-term protection for animals and plants (conservation); 

 They protect our continent’s spectacular natural beauty; 

 They protect our continent’s natural biodiversity; 

 Protected wilderness areas provide opportunity for employment. 
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NOTES 
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RECYCLING  PROJECT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EFFECTS OF PLASTICS ON THE ENVIRONMENT: 

1. It effects the food chain: 

a. Plastics effect even the tiniest living organisms when plastic is ingested. This then 

poisons their systems and has an impact on whatever it is that depends on them as a 

food source.  

2. Groundwater pollution: 

a. Plastics end up in the ocean causing pollution and harm to marine life. It is estimated 

that 60-90 percent of marine litter is plastic-based. At least 8 million tons of plastic enter 

the oceans each year. That’s almost the equivalent of 8 million elephants! 

b. When plastic is dumped in landfills, it interacts with water and form hazardous 

chemicals. When these chemicals seep underground, they degrade the water quality.  

3. Land pollution: 

a. Wind carries and deposits plastic from one place to another, increasing the land litter. 

b. People are careless with their litter and drop many plastics. 

4. Air pollution: 

a. Burning of plastic in the open air, leads to environmental pollution due to the release of 

poisonous chemicals. The polluted air when inhaled by humans and animals affect their 

health and can cause respiratory problems. 

b. Also, the process of extracting / producing plastic required the burning of harmful 

chemicals and substances which pollute the environment.  

5. It kills animals: 

a. Whether because the mass of plastic has displaced animals or the related toxins have 

poisoned them, plastic pollution does a lot of damage to the world’s ecosystems. 

6. Plastic is poisonous: 

a. We artificially makes plastic by using a number of toxic chemicals. The processes of 

making, storing, disposing of, and just being around plastics can be extremely harmful to 

living things. 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP: 

1. Stop using plastic straws! 

2. A single plastic bag can take 1000 years to degrade, so try to avoid using them. Rather make your 

own bag that you can reuse over and over.  

3. Avoid buying cold drinks or water in plastic bottles. If you can’t avoid it, reuse or recycle them for 

something else.  

4. Avoid buying items which are packaged in plastic.  

5. Sort waste into recyclable materials – the more plastic and glass you can recycle, the better.  

6. Reuse plastic bottles and plastic items for other creative things – like an Eco-Bench, for example 

 Can you think of any other creative things you could do with plastic? You can use your 

traditional crafting ideas, but substitute natural materials with plastic: 

a. Weave a basket 

b. Plait plastic to make a skipping rope 

c. Crochet plastic into mats 

d. Make jewellery from plastic bags 
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CREAT E  SOMET H ING FROM  RECYCLED  MAT ER IA LS  
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ALL  ABOUT  LAKE  MALAWI  

 Lake Malawi also known as Lake Nyasa, is an African Great Lake, located 

between Malawi, Mozambique and Tanzania. 

 It is the southernmost lake in the East African Rift system (a rift is where there is a 

break or crack in the continental plates) 

 Lake Malawi is the ninth largest lake in the world and the third largest lake in Africa. 

 Lake Malawi is between 560 and 580 kilometres long, and about 75km wide at its 

widest point. 

 The total surface area of the lake is about 29,600 square kilometres.  

 

 The surface of the lake is 500 meters above sea level. 

 Lake Malawi’s average depth is 264 meters and its maximum depth of 706 meters 

makes it the sixth deepest lake in the world and the second deepest lake in Africa. 

 Lake Malawi is a meromictic lake (meaning that water layers do not mix). The lake 

has three layers, with different densities due to variations in temperature at each 

depth. 
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 It has about 1,500 kilometres of shoreline. 

 Lake Malawi has two inhabited islands: Likoma Island (photo below) and 

Chizumulu Island. The larger being the Likoma island, and together make up the 

Likoma District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 The largest river flowing into it is the Ruhuhu River, and there is an outlet at its 

southern end, the Shire River, a tributary that flows into the very large Zambezi River 

in Mozambique. 

 Lake Malawi National Park is a national park located in Malawi at the southern 

end of Lake Malawi. It was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. 

 Lake Malawi is very beautiful, and is appealing to tourists because of its islands and 

beaches. Some of the most important activities offered by the local resorts include 

snorkelling, boat riding, kayaking, scuba diving, sailing, camping, and water skiing, 

trips to the islands, and many other water activities. This is very important for Eco-

Tourism in Malawi.  

 Some of the most important wildlife found in and around Lake Malawi include 

hippopotamus, Nile crocodiles, monkeys, and fish eagles. Important bird species 

include herons, kingfishers, and cormorants. Other animals from around the lake 

include baboons, antelopes, and hyrax (dassies). 

 Lake Malawi is home to more species of fish than any other lake, including about 

1000 species of cichlids. Many cichlid species from Lake Malawi are very popular 

among aquarium owners, because of their bright colors. 
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 The lake is extremely important for the population living around it. There are 

countless fishing villages on the shores of the lake, which boasts rich harvests. The 

lake is also an important provider of drinking water, irrigation and hydroelectricity 

(generating electricity using the movement of water). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The average annual temperature around Lake Malawi is 22.7°C with the average 

annual rainfall amounting to 766 millimeters. This climate sustains the woodland 

and scrubby vegetation that is seen dotting the National Park’s hills and flatter 

expanses around the lake. 

 Overfishing, water pollution from runoff like sewage, and receding water levels due 

to climate change, are among the threats researchers cite as most greatly 

affecting Lake Malawi’s fragile ecosystems. 

WHY LAKE MALAWI IS SO IMPORTANT TO US AND THE ECO-SYSTEM 

 Eco-Tourism – the Lake attracts many tourists from all over the world, who want to explore the 

beauty of Lake Malawi, fish, water ski, snorkel, boat etc.  

o This brings money into the country through tourists coming into the country and staying 

in lodges, camp sites, etc.  

o Eco-Tourism also creates jobs – many people benefit from the jobs lodges and tourists 

attractions create. From guides, to park rangers, front of house duties, maintenance, 

cleaning, park officials, etc., eco-tourism keeps  

o Eco-Tourism in turn, looks after the beautiful plants, animals, birds and environment of 

Malawi – bringing money into the country and National Parks, helps the Government 

protect and look after these important eco-systems 
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 Livelihoods – people living around the lake depend on the lake for their livelihoods: 

o Catching fish to eat 

o Collecting water to water crops, drinking, bathing, cleaning clothes, etc. 

o Jobs – people depend on the fish industry for jobs. Fishermen to catch fish, people to 

work in factories processing fish, etc.  

 The eco-system – plants, animals, birds and all other parts of the eco-system depend on the 

lake. Think of these chains: 

o Plants need water to grow; animals need plants to eat, roost in, live in, etc.; carnivorous 

animals depend on other animals for food.  

o Fish need water to live in; humans need fish to eat; humans need fish to catch and sell to 

make money; certain birds need fish to eat; certain animals need fish to eat. 

 

WHY IS LAKE MALAWI IN TROUBLE? 

 Overfishing – many commercial operations are overfishing Lake Malawi. This means that they 

are removing too many fish, and the fish cannot replenish their populations fast enough to keep 

with the demand. 

o This means that the traditional way of life for many people who live their lives 

depending on Lake Malawi, are negatively impacted.  

 Land degradation – the land around Lake Malawi might be degraded for many reasons, which 

negatively impacts the entire eco-system 

o More people moving into the area, means more land is cleared to build houses and 

roads 

o More indigenous trees and landscape is destroyed to plant quick-growing crops to feed a 

growing population 

o More pollution and litter comes with more people moving into an area. 

o Poor farming practices, where farmers do not rotate crops or give land time to recover 

between harvests, damages the land.  

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP PROTECT IT? 

 Reuse, reduce, recycle – cut down the amount of waste you 

produce by buying more carefully, and reusing and recycling 

what you can. For example: 

o Plastic bags can be reused 

o Plastic bags and other plastic materials can be 

recycled or reused to make other things like mats 

and baskets (substitute reeds for strips of plastic), 

jewellery, ornaments, etc.  

o Rethink what you use and buy 

o Refuse items which you can only use once (like single 

use plastic) 

o Refurbish old items, transforming them into new 

things 

o Repair broken items before you get rid of them 

o Repurpose items – reinvent what you use them for 
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 Pick up litter – litter not only makes a place look dirty, but it also pollutes and damages the 

natural environment. Not only can harmful chemicals get into natural systems, but animals can 

eat litter, which can make them very sick, or cause them to die.  

 Education – learn as much as you can about what you can do to protect Lake Malawi and all the 

parts of the eco-system. 

o Ask your Mentors questions, read up all that you can in newspapers, magazines and 

schools libraries – learn about how you can preserve your natural environment 

o Take advantage of these CITW camps and Eco-Clubs to learn more 

 Share your knowledge – make sure you’re spreading the correct message, in an appropriate 

manner.  

o Share knowledge with the rest of your school, community and family 

 Make posters, present in school assemblies, run campaigns to promote good 

habits for the environment 

 Start projects – make sure your projects are appropriate and achievable: 

o Start a litter picking up campaign 

 Use the litter you’ve collected to start groups that reuse the waste  

o Make Eco-Bricks and use them to build practical things around your schools and homes.  
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WHAT I CAN DO TO PROTECT LAKE MALAWI 
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MY PLEDGE TO THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

I, ___________________________________________ promise that I am 

going to do my very best to look after my environment and  Lake 

Malawi. I am going to do these three things, every day, to make 

a difference to my environment: 

1. ___________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Sign: _______________________________   Date:___________________________________ 
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WEB OF LIFE  
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STORY TIME 

KING OF THE BIRDS 

Long ago when the world was new, Nkwazi, the great fish 

eagle, called all the birds together. 

“As you know,” he said, “Bhubesi the lion is king of the 

beasts. But why should he speak for us birds? We need to 

choose our own king … and as I am so majestic, I say it 

should be me!”  

All the birds began to chirp and chatter until one voice 

rose above the others. “Nkwazi, you are majestic, it’s 

true,” said the giant eagle owl, Khova. “But my huge eyes 

see everything that happens. This makes me very wise – 

and a king really needs wisdom!” 

Again the birds twittered loudly, until the kori bustard, Ngqithi spoke. “I think I should 

be king!” he said. “Kings need to be big and strong, and I am the largest bird of all.” 

The birds began arguing about who should be king. Then a 

shrill voice suddenly rose above the din, “Excuse me! Excuse 

me!” It was tiny Ncede, the Neddicky bird. Although the 

crowd laughed at his cheekiness, they allowed him to speak 

– but none of them could believe it when he said that HE 

should be king!  

“And what exactly would make you a good king?” asked 

Nkwazi, after they had all stopped laughing. 

“Nothing really,” said Ncede, “but I should have as much 

chance as anyone else!” 

“All right,” said Nkwazi, “let’s have a competition!” All the birds liked this idea. They 

agreed that on the first day after the full moon, when the sun touched the tip of the 

highest mountain peak, they would all take to the air to see who could fly the highest. 

The winner would become their king. 

The big day arrived. The birds watched patiently as the sun rose. Though little Ncede 

was determined to prove he could be king, he knew his wings were too weak to fly 

very high. 

So, just before the birds took off, he crept silently underneath Nkwazi’s wing feathers. 

The fish eagle was so busy watching the sun that he didn’t feel a thing. 

The instant the sun touched the tip of the mountain, the birds rose high into the sky. 

Soon most of them grew tired, and only the fish eagle, the owl and the bustard were 

left in the race. 

Khova was the first to drop out. As he sank to the earth, Nkwazi and Ngqithi flew up 

higher and higher … but after five minutes, the heavy bustard could go no further. 

“Ah, Nkwazi,” he called sadly as he swooped to the ground, “you win!” 
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“WHEEE-WHEEE-WHEEE!” shrieked the fish eagle 

triumphantly, gathering his last drop of strength and 

climbing a little higher. But suddenly he heard a taunting 

voice. “Not so fast, Nkwazi!” chirped Ncede, shooting out 

from under his wing and rising a little above him. “You 

haven’t won yet!” Poor fish eagle! He was utterly 

exhausted, and could climb no further. With a groan he fell 

to the earth.  

The birds were furious at Ncede’s trickery. As he hit the 

ground, they rushed angrily at him – but before they could 

act, the quick little bird zipped into a deserted snake hole. 

“Come out!” screeched the birds, “and get the prize you 

deserve!” But although they guarded the hole all night, Ncede stayed exactly where 

he was. 

 “Let’s take turns to stand guard!” said Nkwazi in the morning. 

Khova agreed to take the first watch while the others went off to 

sleep or hunt. He waited for ages, but there was no sign of Ncede. 

“My eyes are so strong,” he said to himself, “I only need one. I’ll 

close my right eye and use my left.” A while later he swapped, 

opening his right eye and closing his left. This went on for some 

time, until finally he forgot to keep one of his eyes open and fell 

fast asleep. 

This was just what Ncede had been waiting for! Off he flew, 

straight into the forest. “You fool!” shouted Nkwazi, who had 

seen Ncede disappearing just as he came to relieve Khova, 

“YOU FELL ASLEEP!”  

Khova was so embarrassed that he decided to hunt by 

night and sleep by day so that the other birds wouldn’t 

have a chance to tease him. Meanwhile, Ncede flitters 

about in the forest, never stopping long enough to be 

caught. And who became king? Well, the truth is that the 

birds were so upset with Ncede that they never chose a 

king! 
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CROCODILE AND THE LOST BOY 

A long time ago a little boy sat and cried under a wild fig tree on the bank of a great river. He was 

lost.   

Not too far away, Crocodile wallowed in the water near the edge of the river and watched the little 

boy. Crocodile was hungry.   

“How can I eat a boy who is so unhappy? I’ll get a terrible stomach ache,” Crocodile said. “Water is 

the only thing that can make that boy happy again. I must teach him how to swim. And then, when 

he is happy, I’ll be able to eat him!”   

So Crocodile swished his great tail from side to side and slithered up out of the river to where the 

boy sat.   

“Sad boy,” he said, “you are crying because you are lost. I will teach you to swim. The water will 

make you happy again, and then you will find your way home. Come, climb onto my back.”   

So the boy climbed onto Crocodile’s back, and they slipped into the cool water and floated out into 

the middle of the river.   

“Hang on!” shouted Crocodile, and he dived down deep into the water 

where fish swim, and plants sway in the currents. Then Crocodile floated 

down the river with the boy on his back. Crocodile swished his tail from 

side to side and splashed the boy with the cool waters. He turned upside 

down, so that the boy had to crawl round to his belly in order not to fall 

off. He streaked across the river, with the boy hanging onto his tail.   

They played in the water all day long. Crocodile made the boy laugh, and 

after a while, the boy felt happy again. 

Crocodile saw that the boy was laughing and happy. “It is time for him to get off my back and swim 

in the river, so that I can catch him and eat him,” thought Crocodile. “Now that he has stopped 

crying he will probably taste quite delicious! But I can’t just throw him off my back, then turn around 

and bite him without warning. That is not fair. I must follow him in the water and catch him!”   

So Crocodile swam to the edge of the river with the boy. “It is time for you to get off my back and 

swim on your own,” he said.   

“Why?” asked the boy. “I like swimming with you. You are my best friend, Crocodile!”   

“What? I am your best friend?” asked Crocodile with great surprise.   

 “Yes, you are,” said the boy. “You taught me to swim and you made me 

happy again.”   

Crocodile gave the boy a big, sad, crooked smile.   

“Wow, you have a lot of teeth, Crocodile. I never noticed them before!” 

said the boy.   

“Don’t mind my teeth, I have them so that I can bite things and eat them, 

silly boy! Come now, let’s swim back across the river to make sure that you 

can swim on your own,” said Crocodile.   
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And so the boy went into the water on his own, and Crocodile followed him. The boy loved being in 

the water, and he swam like a fish.   

Whenever the boy swam close to him, Crocodile said to himself, “Now is the time to eat him! He will 

taste delicious now that he is happy!” But every time he thought about 

eating the boy, he got a terrible stomach ache. So Crocodile swam to the 

bank of the river and flopped down onto the sand.   

 

“Whenever I think of eating that boy I get a terrible, terrible stomach ache,” 

he cried.   

Hoopoe was sitting high up in the wild fig tree. He flew down and perched on 

a branch close to Crocodile. “What is wrong with you?” he whooped.   

I must be ill because I don’t feel like eating that little boy,” answered 

Crocodile.  

“Of course you don’t want to eat him,” said Hoopoe. “He is your friend! You taught him how to 

swim, and now he is happy again.”   

“No! He is not my friend! I taught the boy to swim so that I could eat a happy person. I can’t eat a 

boy who is sad. He would taste as sad as his tears,” said Crocodile as he swished his tail and glared at 

Hoopoe.   

Hoopoe puffed up his feathers and flew up onto a higher branch in the tree. He thought it was best 

not to be too close to Crocodile. He cocked his head to one side and said, “Now that the boy is happy 

again, it is time for him to go back to his family, Crocodile. You will never, ever eat him because he is 

your friend.”   

“I suppose you are right,” sighed Crocodile, and he slithered back into the water. 

He swam out to the boy who was floating on his back under the warm African 

sun.   

“Now that you are happy again you must come out of the river and go home to 

your family,” said Crocodile. “When you get back to the bank of the river, look 

over to the wild fig tree where you sat and cried. Someone is waiting there for 

you.”   

“Who?” asked the boy.   

 “You will know him when you see him,” said Crocodile with a crooked smile, showing his big sharp 

teeth. And so together, Crocodile and the boy swam across the river to where the wild fig tree stood. 

Crocodile stayed in the water, while the boy climbed onto the bank of the river.   

The boy looked over to the wild fig tree and saw his father sitting in the shade. He ran up to him. 

“How happy I am to have found you, Father,” he said.   
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“My son! How happy I am to see you!” said his father. 

“But I see Crocodile there in the water where you have 

been swimming! He is very dangerous, and he will eat a 

little boy like you if he catches you!” He gave his son a big 

hug. “Thank goodness you are safe now!”   

The boy turned and looked back at Crocodile. He was 

lying in the water near the edge of the river. He could 

have been a log of wood, he was so still. But just above 

the water level, his hungry eyes watched the boy. The boy 

shivered. “I’m cold, Father. Please, let’s go home now.”   

Then the boy lifted his arm and waved goodbye to 

Crocodile. Crocodile swished his tail in answer and floated 

off silently across the river.   
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WORD SEARCH  

Try to find the following Conservation and Environmental words – they can be 

side to side, up and down or diagonal. 

 Conservation 

 Consumer 

 Predator 

 Sun 

 Energy 

 Producer 

 Resources 

 Nature 

 Lion 

 Insect 

 Prey 

 Decomposer 

 Recycle 

 Reduce 

 Reuse 

 Litter 

 Water 

 Habitat 

 Sea 

 Web 

 Child 

 Wild 

 Snare 

 Soil 

 

A J B F R E S O U R C E S T Q 

H I N E E O I R K L Q L D E O 

B U U F C S C J B S O I L C B 

S S M H U X W E L C Y C E R M 

E F I E D G W P P L H J G C E 

G L G C O N S E R V A T I O N 

D K A A R R C V E K B U M N I 

C Y N K P H Q P D M I D H S W 

D G D P H D S E A S T L G U A 

E R L E R M P J T L A T T M T 

C E I A L E L I O N T C J E E 

U N W M O D Y D R A N E K R R 

D E C O M P O S E R E S A S E 

E F B J P N E R U T A N F H B 

R L H R E T T I L N S I G S G 
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MY ARTWORK 
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THINGS  I  SAW  ON  CAMP   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1.  26.   
2.  27. 
3.  28.  
4.  29. 
5.  30. 
6.  31. 
7.  32. 
8.  33. 
9.  34. 
10.  35. 
11.  36. 
12.  37. 
13.  38. 
14.  39. 
15.  40. 
16.  41. 
17.  42. 
18.  43. 
19. 44. 
20.  45. 
21.  46. 
22.  47. 
23.  48. 
24.  49. 
25.  50.  



36 
 

COLOUR IN  
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NOTES 
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NOTES 
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We hope you have had fun with  us  on th is  

Chi ldren in  the Wi lderness  camp.  

 

You have learnt  lots  of  new th ings  you can 

use in  your everyday  l i fe  and understand 

much more about  the env ironment  you l ive  in  

and how precious  it  i s  to  everyone and 

everyth ing .  

 

We ask that  you share  the informat ion with 

your  fami l y  and fr iends  and community .   

This  i s  the way  you wi l l  get  to  make a  

d ifference .  
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