
 

  

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going 

to get better. It’s not.” 

- Dr Seuss  
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INTRODUCTION 

On 20 December 2013, at its 68th session, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 

the 3rd of March – the day of signature of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 

of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) – as UN World Wildlife Day. This day was proclaimed to celebrate and 

raise awareness of the world’s wild animals and plants. 

The theme for World Wildlife Day 2018 is 'Big Cats'. Using the expanded definition of big cats, the Day 

will raise awareness on the conservation of the lion, tiger, leopard and jaguar, as well as the cheetah, 

snow leopard, puma, clouded leopard and related species. Point out to the children that tigers, 

jaguars, snow leopards, pumas and clouded leopards obviously do not occur in their countries.  

LESSON PLAN 

Read through the lesson plan in order to organise your Eco-Club session. Make use of the vocabulary 

list at the end of this lesson plan. Any word that is bolded in red in the lesson, will be in the vocabulary 

list.  

Thereafter, follow the numbered steps in order to conduct your lesson. Make sure that you work 

through this step by step to ensure all parts of this important lesson are covered.  
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STAGE 1 – ENERGISER 

DISCUSSION 

Discussion – All about World Wildlife Day 

Time – 10mins 

Location – Under the trees  

1. Sit under the trees outside with the children and talk to them about World Wildlife Day.  

This is just a quick discussion to introduce the children to the topic – you will go more in depth 

later in the lesson.  

 

 On 20 December 2013, at its 68th session, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

proclaimed the 3rd of March – the day of signature of the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) – as UN World Wildlife Day. This day was 

proclaimed to celebrate and raise awareness of the world’s wild animals and plants. 

 

The United Nations General Assembly is made up of 193 Member States who get together to discuss 

and work together on a number of international issues covered by the UN Charter, such as 

development, peace and security and international law.  

 

CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) is an 

international agreement between governments. Its aim is to ensure that international trade in 

specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival. 

 

The UNGA and CITES work together on World Wildlife Day to raise awareness of the world’s wild 

animals and plants. The theme for World Wildlife Day 2018 is 'Big Cats'. The Day will raise awareness 

on the conservation of the lion, tiger, leopard and jaguar, as well as the cheetah, snow leopard, 

puma, clouded leopard and related species (many of which do not occur in Africa).  

 

2. Now play the energiser below with the children.  

 

ACTIVITY 

Activity – Catch the lion’s tail 

Time – 15mins 

Location – Outside in an open space 

1. Have all the children sit in a circle.  

2. Chose one child to be the lion.  

3. The lion must have a tail. The creative here – you could use a cloth, rag, tie or piece of rope to 

represent the lion’s tail.  

4. Give the tail to the lion and have them tuck the tail into the back of his pants at his waistband. 

5. The lion must walk around tapping the other players’ heads saying, “lion,” each time.  
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6. If he says, “Hyena,” that player must chase the lion around the circle trying to get his tail before 

the lion can sit in the hyena’s spot.  

7. If they hyena grabs his tail, then the first lion is the lion again. If the lion manages to run around 

the circle and sit back in the hyena’s spot, then he gives that player the lion tail and his is the new 

lion. 

8. Keep playing until most of the children have had a turn to be the lion.  

 

  

Lion 
Lion 

Lion 
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STAGE 2 – THEORETICAL LESSON 

OBJECTIVES 

Children are introduced to the threats big cats face, and what they can do to help protect them.   

DISCUSSION 

Discussion – All about Big Cats  

Time – 15mins 

Materials – Paper and pens / markers 

Location – Under the trees. Children should bring a piece of paper along so that they can take 

notes about what they have learnt.  

1. Use the notes below to teach and talk to the children about the threats which big cats face.  

 

Do not just read the notes to the children, but rather try to engage them during the lesson.  

You can do this by asking them for their opinions. Encourage them to try to answer questions you 

might ask around these notes (for example, you could ask: “Why do you think lions might be in 

danger coming in to your village” or “Why do you think it is important to protect big cats?”). 

All about Big Cats and World Wildlife Day 

In southern Africa, the Big Cats which World Wildlife Day aims to focus on, are lion, leopard and 

cheetah.  

 

Big cats are among the most widely recognised and admired animals across the world. Tourists 

spend a lot of money to come to Africa to see these special cats. 

However, today these predators are facing many and threats, which are mostly caused by human 

activities. Overall, their populations are declining at a disturbing rate due to loss of habitat and 

prey, conflicts with people, poaching and illegal trade. For example, African lion populations 

dropped by 40% in just 20 years. 

 

All big cats are protected under CITES due to the fact that unregulated and illegal trade is a big 

threat to their survival. 

 

Why are big cats in danger? 

Big cats are in danger for a number of reasons: 

 Habitat loss: big cats are losing their habitats due to increasing human populations and the 

resulting growth of agriculture, settlements, and roads. 

 Loss of prey:  

 Human-wildlife conflict: Due to habitat loss, big cats are being forced into areas where there 

are humans. This, along with a decrease in their natural prey, causes big cats to attack livestock. 

In turn, farmers, oftentimes, retaliate and kill big cats. 

 Poaching: Big cats are being killed in rituals of bravery, as hunting trophies, and for their 

perceived medicinal and magical powers. 

 Illegal trade: South Africa alone, both lion and tiger farming for commercial trade in animal 

parts is allowed. There are presently between 6 000 and 8 000 lions in captive facilities as well 
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as 280 tigers in 44 facilities. This big cat farming is forming part of the illegal trade, as these 

‘farmers’ make money by selling lion parts to people in Asia and Africa for traditional rituals and 

beliefs.  

 

Why it is important to ensure Big Cats are protected, and what can you do to protect them 

Why big cats need to be protected: 

 They attract tourists to our countries. This creates jobs for local people as guides and camp 

staff. 

 They play an important ecological role by regulating prey populations and structuring animal 

communities. 

 It is important that we conserve and preserve our natural heritage for ourselves, and future 

generations to come.  

What you can do to protect them: 

 Work with your communities to help them realise the value of big cats and to help them 

protect their families and livestock from large carnivores 

 Gain an understanding of carnivores’ populations, behaviours, movements, and interactions 

with people in order to develop appropriate conservation actions. 

 

What can you do on World Wildlife Day 2018? 

Just “Do One Thing Today” to make a difference and help wildlife conservation!  

 Set a Goal - Live your daily life with the smallest negative impact on the environment, wildlife 

and their habitats. 

 Organise a talk, presentation or discussion at your local school or university on wildlife 

conservation. 

 Reach out – inform authorities if you have information on illegal logging, fishing and wildlife 

trafficking; you could play a critical role in detecting wildlife crimes and holding criminal 

smugglers accountable. 

 Mobilise - Encourage your schools, Eco-Clubs, governments and businesses to discuss wildlife 

conservation and what you and your community can do to help. 
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STAGE 3 – DIRECT EXPERIENCE 

OBJECTIVES 

Children are going to apply the knowledge learnt in the theoretical part of the lesson in a game which 

demonstrates how big cats are faced with human-wildlife conflict situations.    

ACTIVITY - HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT 

MATERIALS - Open space. 

TIME - 20 minutes to play, 10mins for a proper debrief of the meaning of the game. 

 

The theory behind the game is to show students that lions are just doing what lions do, and will 

hunt for food. They may even hunt for food in human settlements where humans keep cattle or 

other domestic animals. The lions do not understand that cattle is worth money or status – they 

just see it as food.  

INSTRUCTIONS – 20mins for game 

1. Select a few students to be lions. They are ‘on’ and have to catch as many ‘cows’ as possible. 

2. Select a few students to be farmers. The farmers’ aim is to save as many of their cows as possible. 

3. Both the farmers and the lions need a den/kraal on opposite sides of the field. They can use their 

shoes, or any other objects, to make these safe spaces – they can just lay out a square. 

4. The rest of the group are the cows, who are to wander around the middle of the field. 

5. The fun begins when the farmers and lions have to catch as many cows as possible and put them 

safely in their dens (the farmers to save their cattle, and the lions for dinner). 

6. The winner is the team that has the most cows at the end of the game. 

7. Rotate students so that they all have a chance to be either the catcher (a farmer or a lion), or the 

catchee (a cow). 

DEBRIEF – 10mins 

 Ask students if the lion knows the difference between the cows, and any other wild antelope 

they may hunt. 

o The point is that the lion is just doing what a lion does – it doesn’t know that it is 

affecting the farmer. 

 Ask students for their ideas on how to avoid human-wildlife conflict. 

 Why does human wildlife conflict occur? 

 What animals are most involved in the conflict and why? 

 What can be done to stop the conflict? These do not relate only to big cats, but you must share 

them all with the learners: 

o To keep elephants at a safe distance from their farms and homes, some African villagers 

have turned to two unlikely, all-natural solutions: bees and hot peppers. Elephants 

dislike the chemical capsaicin found in chili peppers, prompting farmers in Tanzania to 

smother their fences with a mixture of oil and chili peppers. In addition to a spice 

aversion, elephants are also terrified of bees. This realization has led to the construction 

of bee fences around farms to keep marauding pachyderms out. 
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o Villagers in India have had recent success preventing tiger attacks by exploiting their 

knowledge of big cat behaviour. Tigers stalk their prey and attack from behind, so forest 

workers began wearing masks on the back of their heads to prevent sneak attacks. Over 

a 3-year period, no attacks were reported among those wearing masks, while 29 

unmasked people in the same region were attacked over 18 months. Unfortunately, the 

effectiveness of masks decreases over time as tigers become habituated to the disguise. 

o Animals don’t like getting shocked any more than you do. To deter wildlife from human 

dominated areas, conservationists commonly use electricity to create a lasting negative 

impression. Solar powered electric fences keep crop-raiding elephants out of fields in 

Africa 

o Since most animals are naturally afraid of humans, conflicts often arise when animals 

become habituated to humans or associate them with food. Avoid feeding wild animals, 

securely store your garbage, and feed pets indoors to avoid attracting unwanted visitors.  

Fence in your garden, and plant unpalatable vegetation to discourage browsing. 

o Be patient – Some wildlife related property damage is unavoidable. Take a moment to 

breathe instead of getting angry the next time deer devour your garden or raccoons raid 

your trash. Remember that we share our habitat with wild animals, and that they were 

here first.  We all have to share this planet, so we might as well get along. 
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STAGE 4 – DEBRIEF 

Divide the children into two groups - one group makes an inner circle and the other group makes an 

outer circle. The children in the inner circle and the outer circle face each other to form pairs. The 

children take turns to report their information, or share an idea with their partner. At the end of a set 

period of time (say a minute or so), the children are asked to move (for example, the children in the 

outer circle move two places to the left), thus creating new pairs. The children now share their 

information with a new partner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With each new partner, the children should share three things: 

 One thing they learnt about big cats that they didn’t know before 

 Why big cats are in danger 

 One thing which they could do to help protect big cats  
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EXTRA BITS AND PIECES  

If possible, print copies of this colouring sheet for the children to colour in.  

Colour in the leopard. Place this in the classroom where children can see it and be reminded of this 

lesson. 
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VOCABULARY  

- Captive - an animal that has been confined. 

- Commercial – selling products for an income 

- Conflict - any interaction between humans and wildlife that results in negative impact on human 

social, economic or cultural life, on the conservation of wildlife populations, or on the 

environment 

- Ecological - the relation of living organisms to one another and to their physical surroundings. 

- Fauna - the animals of a particular region or habitat 

- Flora - the plants of a particular region or habitat 

- Habitat - the natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism. 

- Illegal - forbidden by law 

- Regulating - control (something, especially a business activity) by means of rules and 

regulations. 
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