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INTRODUCTION
Our third quarter started with a bang as the Tour de Wilderness Team and Children in the Wilderness finalised plans
for the annual Nedbank Tour de Tuli. This year’s Tour was a huge success, and saw 255 cyclists ride a total of 248km
over four days.
An element of our programme structure, is our Adult Eco-Clubs.
These clubs focus on assisting community members with skills
training, livelihood diversification projects and business skills. They
also provide an important link between parents, elders, teachers and
children on our programme. This quarter saw Adult Eco-Club Training
taking place in the Zambezi Region, where women’s groups were
trained in sewing projects and small business skills. Click on the image
to see the Children in the Wilderness Programme Structure.
A few of our sponsors – Mother Bear, Pack for a Purpose and The Rosemary Pencil Foundation had a busy quarter,
too, visiting our Regions. The quarter finished off with annual camps, Eco-Mentor training, a march for elephants and
rhinos and our students graduating from the Southern African Wildlife College.

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow, reaching
more children, more often and more positively. A special thank you to all the cyclists and volunteers who pledged extra
donations to Children in the Wilderness on the last night of the Nedbank Tour de Tuli: we sincerely appreciate it and
thank you for helping us make a difference!
Please follow us for regular updates and heart-warming stories here:
Children in the Wilderness News
Facebook
YouTube
Instagram
Twitter
Donate
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COUNTRY NEWS

BOTSWANA
Eco-Mentor and Teacher Training
Children in the Wilderness (CITW) Botswana hosted 18 teachers from the nine CITW schools, for Eco-Mentor training
in August. Our Eco-Mentor training aims to develop local community members, teachers, volunteers and Wilderness
Safaris camp staff by upgrading their skills in environmental understanding and awareness. The training empowers
and educates staff and community members, creating more environmental ambassadors and increasing mentor’s
opportunities to get involved in their communities. Eco-Mentor training also assists in addressing the critical teaching
skills shortage in environmental education in Southern Africa.
Our Eco-Mentors volunteer their time in order to work with the children. They are important role models in their
communities and are vital in the running of the various elements of our CITW Programme structure. Training included
Eco-Mentors from each school reporting back on the different projects which their Eco-Clubs are running. This included
projects from vegetable production and tree planting, to elephant awareness campaigns.
Mr. Ben Zuze, a CITW Botswana Board Member, facilitated a
session on the National Environmental Education Strategy and
Action Plan (NEESAP) and School Environmental Policy (SEP).
He guided the Eco-Mentors about ways in which they could
implement these policies in their schools and Eco-Clubs. Brooks
Kamanakao, a Wilderness Safaris guide, presented lessons on
birds and botany, giving the Eco-Mentors content and ideas to
share with their Eco-Clubs. Mary Hastag talked to the EcoMentors about the Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES)
Programme, which CITW Botswana will be implementing next
year in all the schools in which it is active. Finally, an activity plan
for 2018 was put together, which will help guide Eco-Mentors in
its various activities in 2018.

Mother Bear brings bears and smiles to our schools across Botswana
Mother Bear recently visited Botswana, and went to many of the CITW schools. We just loved Amy
Berman’s, founder of the Mother Bear Project, report so much, we had to share what she wrote:
“This past week, I returned home from an incredible journey to Africa where together with Mary and
Kelly from CITW and my husband Richy, we distributed and photographed over 2,000 bears with their
new forever friends. We traveled to many pre-schools and primary schools in remote villages down bumpy roads,
sometimes passing elephants along the way much to our delight.
What a joy it was to see how much the kids love their Mother Bears! They
were so excited to hear that they could take them home and sleep with their
bears, sing to their bears, and play with them—and that if they loved their
bears, their bears would love them back!”
Thank you Amy Berman and all of the knitters who contribute to touching
the lives of our CITW children.
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‘Flying high for kids’ visits Maun
CITW Botswana was proud to welcome Flying High for Kids’ Andrew Parker to Botswana. Andrew has been travelling
through Africa by hot air balloon with the aim of inspiring children “to follow their dreams”. Andrew arrived in Maun to
1 100 children at Xabara School. Children from Xabara and Shashe Primary Schools in Maun, who had the chance to
take a short flight in Andrew’s hot air balloon. Andrew has travelled a good 65 000km from New Zealand and says his
own dream of flying a hot air balloon first came to light when he was six years old.
Before Andrew arrived in Maun and met with local school children, he had an interesting adventure through Zimbabwe.
Here’s what Andrew had to say about his trip from Zimbabwe to Botswana: “The 750km trip from Zimbabwe to
Botswana was an interesting one. [I] only just managed to get to Maun with almost no brakes, a leaking radiator, plus
a whole list of other problems. Being no stranger to mechanics, it was straight to a workshop when I arrived. The truck’s
had a hard time travelling through Africa, and has served me well I must say, so I can’t complain too much. The good
thing was the scenery was very nice.”

Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa (EEASA) 35th Annual Conference
Maun hosted the annual Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa (EEASA) conference. The theme of
the conference was ‘Enhancing quality education through environment and sustainability in southern Africa’. EEASA’s
members are teachers, conservationists, community and development workers, and its mission is to:
 Provide opportunities for the exchange of ideas and opinions, inter-alia by means of the publication of journal,
bulleting newsletters and occasional monographs;
 Promote interdisciplinary as well as multi-disciplinary Environmental Education.
The conference focused on relevant environmental degradation solutions that could help enhance the quality of our
formal and informal education practices. Education practices should be able to produce capable learners who are able
to contribute effectively in quality decision making, and implement strategies for achieving the goals for sustainable
development. Some of the issues that integrate with the sustainable development goals were as follows: Climate
change, poverty, low food security, biodiversity loss and water scarcity, population growth, energy shortage, greening
the economy, political instability and social inequality. It was a wonderful opportunity for CITW to participate in the
conference, and to see that our programme is on track in terms of the important environmental issues which we cover
in our lessons.

CITW Joins Elephant and Rhino Conservation March in Gaborone
To ensure that our CITW children and future conservation leaders take part in promoting the greater protection of
Africa’s elephant and rhino, nine CITW Eco-Club Members and three Eco-Mentors from Shashe, Tubu and Beetsha
Primary Schools participated in the Global March for Elephants and Rhinos (GMFER) on Saturday 7 October.
The international GMFER platform continues to grow in popularity, with 130 cities having marched in 2016 with one
voice to demand an end to the trade in ivory, rhino horn and lion bone. The theme for this year’s march was Justice
for All and Justice for Earth. The goal was to raise awareness, generate global media attention on the crisis, and keep
political pressure on world leaders to protect our endangered wildlife.
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This noble cause to change this global crisis is a matter of urgency that is also close to home for Botswana, as well as
to the hearts of all at CITW, as the organisation aims to facilitate sustainable conservation through leadership
development. Our Eco-Club Members from Shashe, Tubu and Beetsha Primary Schools developed placards with
messages on elephants, rhinos, pangolins and lions for the march – a testament to their advocacy against the plight
of the planet’s animals.
According to Mary Hastag, CITW Botswana Programme Coordinator, “We took part in this important march to help our
Eco-Club participants gain important insights and knowledge about the plight of our wildlife and natural heritage which
is a key part of our Eco-Club programme. We are fortunate in Botswana to see the Government take such a hard line
against poaching and investing to protect our animals. There is so much more to be done to conserve our natural
heritage and support of this mission is critical for the country and indeed the region. If we are to ensure that our pristine
wilderness and wildlife areas continue to exist – in this generation and those to come – we need the children of Africa
to understand the importance of conservation and its relevance in their lives”, concluded Hastag.

The CITW Team with Grant Woodrow (Wilderness Safaris COO), Gordon Gilbert (Soccer in the Wilderness
ambassador) and Kai Collins (Wilderness Safaris Group Conservation Manager)
The march was well-attended, and Thea Khama (who sits on the CITW Botswana Board) was given the opportunity to
address the participants about the walk. She encouraged participants to reflect back and start to appreciate our natural
resources. Thea encouraged the participants to be the voice of our animals, as they are not able to speak for
themselves.

Santawani Annual Camp
The annual Eco-Club Camp at Santawani Camp was a great success, with two camps being run back-to-back and a
total of 56 children hosted between the two camps. It was a wonderful experience for the children to have had a
presentation by The Wild Dog Research Group, who showed the children how they track and monitor the wild dog.
The second group of campers were also visited by The Natural Habitat Group, who conduct their research from Gomoti
Camp.
The camp lessons focused on
learning about the Delta and its
importance to Botswana’s ecosystem and tourist trade. Lessons
on mammals and birds, and game
drives to complement them, were
well-received by all of the children.
Life skills lessons and team work
activities are also always a
highlight of our camps.
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Eco-Clubs have a busy quarter
Eco-Clubs in our schools have had a busy quarter. CITW Botswana encouraged each Eco-Club to build an ‘ecobench’. This was a competition, and the winning schools were the schools that participated in the march in Gabarone.
These eco-benches are made our of eco-bricks – plastic bottles stuffed with recyclable materials. The eco-bricks are
placed together and plastered with natural materials.
Habu Primary School have been collecting rubbish from around their school, and have reused and recycled it to make
crafts such as flowers, mats and bracelets.
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