WILDERNESS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

NEWSLETTER

SECOND QUARTER 2017

1

INTRODUCTION
What a busy and exciting second quarter it has been. From the release of the second edition of our Eco-Stars
Magazine, to our Southern African Wildlife College scholarship students preparing to start their course at the
beginning of July, with Eco-Clubs, Camps, day trips, Teacher Training and Adult Eco-Club Training in between, it has
been a great few months. Add to the mix our preparations for the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, and this newsletter makes
for an exciting read.

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow
reaching more children, more often and more positively.
Please follow us for regular updates and heart-warming stories here:
Children in the Wilderness news
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube
Twitter
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COUNTRY NEWS

ZAMBEZI REGION: Zambia and Zimbabwe
66 000 well-travelled books for the Zambezi Schoolbook Project
Through the efforts of Books for Africa in America, Claude and Barbara Mayfield of the Zambezi Schoolbook Project
have worked tirelessly to donate and deliver books to schools in need in Zimbabwe. 66 000 books have made their
way to Zimbabwe, all the way from the USA!

Eco-Club field trip to Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park
CITW programmes were introduced in Livingstone after the construction of Toka Leya Camp in 2008. Working closely
with the communities of Sinde Village, and with thanks to Wilderness Safaris guests for their generous donations,
the CITW Programme has facilitated the implementation of various projects ranging from reforestation; ladies
entrepreneurial and craft workshops; rehabilitation of the community school’s buildings; construction of teacher’s
housing; implementation of boreholes which have brought clean drinking water to these areas and a scholarship
programme.
When schools closed for the April holiday period, CITW Zambezi Region coordinators, in an effort to promote an
awareness of endangered species, invited Grade 7 Eco-Club students from selected schools, to participate in Field
Trips in and around Livingstone. The field trip took the learners to Mosi Oa Tunya National Park to walk with the
rhinos and to the museum, which has an amazing natural history section. During the walk, the group were lucky
enough to see a rhino mother with her three week old calf. These animals are known to be intensely private and
territorial, so we were extremely fortunate to get near enough to see them in their natural habitat. The well-informed
park guards who follow and protect these amazing creatures 24/7, gave the students an informative and passionate
talk emphasising how important it is for each of us to play our own part in ensuring their longevity. With a newfound
understanding, the groups expressed their gratitude that they were able to see rhinos up close, but many commented
on how sad it was that the animals were not able to roam freely and had to be protected by armed guards at all
times.
The visit to the Livingstone Museum with the
wonderful interactive displays and information
on other endangered species in Southern Africa
served as a consolidation of the day’s activities.
Other areas of interest were the history of the
area, Livingstone’s journeys, as well as many
other fascinating artefacts that encouraged
question and answer discussions between
curator and students alike.
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Wordworks Early Literacy Programme
Ed and Lauren Langston from Knoxville Tennessee in the USA, have been long time CITW Literacy programme
supporters. Each year, the Langston’s supply Jolly Phonics early readers and Wordworks teacher manuals to many
schools on the programme in Zimbabwe. This year was no exception, and they included another school under the
CITW Zambezi umbrella. They gifted these wonderful resources to Kabulwebulwe Primary school in the Kafue,
Zambia.
CITW promotes the South African Wordworks Early Literacy Programme (ELP); a phonics based curriculum which
helps young children learn to read and write in English as a second language. This programme trains teachers in all
the schools they work with on the implementation of Wordworks in the Grade 0, 1 and 2 classes. The emphasis of
CITW Zambezi’s Teacher Training and Educational Workshops is on interactive teaching methods in literacy,
environmental science and life skills, and are aimed at improving and updating teachers’ skills. These annual
workshops not only assist trainee teachers but also serve as refresher courses for qualified teachers. It is during these
training workshops that teachers are training on the Wordworks programme. Lauren, as an ex-teacher, had used a
similar programme during her teaching years. She found it to be very successful especially at Grade 0 (ECD) level,
saying that through the programme she was able to “instill a love for reading amongst her students”.

Soccer in the Wilderness
CITW work with former Kaizer Chiefs and Premier Soccer League (PSL) player, Gordon Gilbert, in his capacity as CITW
Ambassador, to promote conservation and environmental management programmes through soccer. CITW first
partnered with Gordon to launch Soccer in the Wilderness in 2013. Gordon, an avid wildlife enthusiast, is dedicated
to making a difference in the lives of underprivileged children. Each year, he generously devotes time away from his
personal business interests to promote conservation programmes with CITW in remote rural communities in both
Zambia and Zimbabwe, and in April 2017 he assisted with a cross-border, interschool soccer competition that
included participating CITW schools.
The tournament attracted twelve teams from Zambia and Zimbabwe. As the games were being hosted in Zimbabwe,
there was great excitement getting students across the border. Each match was highly contested but thanks to
training of sports coaches at schools in Livingstone, the Zambian team’s efforts were visibly superior. CITW arranged
for a floating trophy for the winning team and this year’s winner was Zambia’s Holy Cross School.
This is what one student had to say after chatting with Gordon: “Let us extend our passion for football to preserving
our environment because if we do not preserve our environment we will have no environment to play football from.’’
~ Elijah Simukonda of Nalituwe Primary School, Livingstone Zambia.
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The presence of Wilderness Safaris Zambezi Region Managing Director, Mr Ron Goatley, boosted everyone’s morale.
Ron commented on the level of camaraderie amongst both students and teaching staff from the two countries and
was particularly impressed at the end of the tournament when he saw Zambian teachers offering to help the
Zimbabwean teachers develop their training techniques. With this in mind, CITW would like to work on getting some
teacher-training sports workshops going in the months ahead; we believe these efforts will not only enhance the
game of soccer for the students but it will also further encourage cross border interaction between the schools.
Suffice to say, the 2017 Soccer Clinic was a huge success for the CITW conservation and culture calendar.

Children in the Wilderness Zambezi and El Hefni - Supporting teachers in Zimbabwe
In an effort to help rural schools retain both qualified and temporary staff, CITW Zambezi, in collaboration with longterm donor Suzanne Wright and the El Hefni Foundation (USA), have embarked on a monthly incentive programme
to help pay teacher wages. The monthly incentive programme provides a monthly wage to the teachers who also
double up as CITW Eco-Club Mentors. The programme also pays full salaries for Early Childhood Development (ECD)
teachers in selected schools. Although ECD classes are a government requirement, the ECD teacher’s wages are not
funded by the government. This is obviously not a sustainable long term solution and we certainly need to get to a
point where the schools are able to support themselves, but the wage incentive programme has certainly helped
retain teachers and halt the huge staff turnover. The best case scenario, and certainly the more sustainable option
for the future, would be to increase number of students on scholarships – the benefit is twofold in that it not only
ensures students receive an education, but schools also receive a regular income of fees which in turn empowers
them to manage their own affairs, as well as taking some of the pressure off CITW.
Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES) Camp – Bringing children together
At the end of the first school term this year, the YES clubs in Tsholotsho hosted a camp at Wilderness Safaris’ Makalolo
Camp in Hwange National Park. Thirty students attended the three-night four-day camp, and included visiting
students from a school in Germany, as well as from schools in Harare. Activities at camp included a combination of
life skills, cultural and environmental activities, as well as incredible game drives in the Wilderness Safaris concession.
Despite the initial language and communication difficulties between local and international students (speaking
German, Shona from Harare and Ndebele from Tsholotsho), the combining of three different cultures was hugely
successful. Students interacted well, shared tents and meals and took part in various group activities that allowed for
brain storming and a good mix of theoretical and practical studies on environmental, cultural and sporting pursuits.
In an effort to teach and develop an understanding of biodiversity, particularly in habitats and ecosystems, qualified
and enthusiastic Wilderness Safaris guides led the students on walks around Makalolo Camp collecting samples of
plants, leaves and insects from the area.
A favourite among the children, were the game drives where students encountered some amazing sightings of
creatures great and small, including lion and elephant. These activities were followed by animated discussions on
various important environmental issues impacting ecosystems in the Hwange National Park. Students also
participated in structured group activities and games that facilitated the message that all the choices they make have
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consequences, and that those consequences affect not only themselves but others around them, too. The
Zimbabwean youngsters were surprised, but pleased to hear from their German counterparts that they all have
pretty much the same issues in their environments, despite of being from different cultures and continents.
Natasha Marere – Harare : “This was a once in a lifetime opportunity for me and a dream come true, let’s keep our
parks safe and free from poaching for years to come so my children can benefit like me this weekend’’.
In a letter of thanks to Children in the Wilderness, Reinhard Thiemann from Lessing-Gymnasium
Norderstedt, Germany commented, “I am sure the days at Makalolo [CITW YES Camp] will have a lasting effect on
all participants. With my German students, who I meet in classes regularly, I have noticed a tremendous change. Not
only do they speak English more fluently now but they also appear to be more independent taking up the initiative
while working in groups and presenting themselves as self-confident adolescents. All these achievements beg for a
continuation of this project with further groups in future. Thanks for an unforgettable time in Zimbabwe”.

Eco-Gardens supplying communities with their crops
CITW schools with Eco-Gardens have been growing sweet potatoes in an effort
to reduce hunger in their pupils. Thanks to wonderful rains and water on tap,
the harvest this has year has been bountiful. Just in time for the cold winter
months when many subsistence farmers’ households, in rural Zimbabwe and
Zambia, have run out of food.
A Facelift for Twabuka Primary School
Guests visiting Twabuka Primary Zambia recently left a generous donation towards repairs and maintenance at the
school. With these most needed funds, CITW were able to renovate the Grade 1 classroom which was in a state of
disrepair, a new concrete floor was cast, doors were replaced, windows repaired and walls were painted. A real
facelift which has made the classroom so much lighter, child friendly and a happy place to be. We were also able to
put a veranda on to the teachers’ house which will go a long way to keeping it cool in the hot summer months.
Reduce Reuse Recycle - Adult Eco Clubs join the movement
Since the first Women Empowerment Programme seven years ago, the ladies in the Adult Eco
Club at Mpindo Primary have been recycling plastic bags turning them into useful articles, like
hats, skipping ropes, hand bags and sleeping mats which they then sell. The ladies in this group
have gone a step further and are now recycling aluminium cool drink cans which they collect.
Wilderness Safaris have also assisted by delivering their used cans to the ladies instead of to
the dump. These are melted down and the aluminium is poured into moulds to create the
three legged cooking pots that are greatly valued in communities. Not only are these ladies
keeping their community clean and litter free, they are also providing an affordable service and generating an income.
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Reduce Reuse Recycle
Litter collection and recycling has been a major concern in the Zambezi region, and one of the biggest Eco-Club topics
for the past four years. This term was no exception with the theme being Reduce, Reuse Recycle and one of the
projects was the building of an Eco-Bench in each school using recycled material. Every Eco-Club embraced the idea
and went all out to create their masterpieces in each school yard.
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