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INTRODUCTION
The first quarter of 2017 was full of activities related to Children in the Wilderness and community development,
including annual CITW camps, Eco-Club activities, Adult Eco-Club Activities, Tour de Tuli preparations, development
projects and training. With the focus of the CITW programme being on environmental education we try and partner
with other organisations to enhance and support our programme in numerous areas. Some of our partners, amongst
many others, include Mother Bear Project, Pack for a Purpose, Ducere Foundation, Southern African Wildlife College
and Qhubeka. The next issue of our CITW Eco-Stars magazine, which is due out in May, will also include information
on some of our partners, Eco-Mentors, Eco-Club members, the CITW Team, information on our main fundraising event
- the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, and many other exciting stories.
Our website has had a revamp this quarter, and is looking beautiful. If you haven’t already, you can watch the Children
in the Wilderness video on our new website here: http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow reaching
more children, more often and more positively. Please don’t forget to like Children in the Wilderness on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts for regular updates and heart-warming stories.
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COUNTRY NEWS

MALAWI
Scholarship programme
In January, the Children in the Wilderness Malawi Scholarship programme paid school fees for the second term of the
school year. The scholarship programme currently supports 115 students in 28 different Secondary Schools and
Universities/Colleges. The main sponsors of our scholarship programme include:
 The Rosemary Pencil Foundation (USA)
 Children in the Wilderness General (RSA)
 Davie and Jackie (UK) - CAWS guests and CITW scholarship supporters
 Jane and Kevin (UK) - CAWS guests and CITW scholarship supporters

Of the 115 students supported by our programme for this school year (September 2016 to July 2017), 85 are students
from previous years who are still completing their studies, while 30 are new students to the programme. The list of
students includes 96 students in Secondary Schools and 19 in tertiary education institutions.
CITW started the scholarship program in 2006 with the following objectives:
 To support children involved in CITW programmes with access to better education;
 To provide educational empowerment to children from the rural areas who are supported by our programme;
 To enhance leadership skills;
 To ease financial pressure on the participants’ families to cover school fees;
 To encourage the development of participants, not only in terms of learning, but in their general knowledge
and understanding of the world around them, with the hope of creating a well-rounded generation of leaders
and decision makers.
To date, since the inception of the programme in 2006, CITW Malawi has supported over 380 students. Over 30 of
them have gone through tertiary education systems and have graduated and joined the working world.
For more information on how you can support our scholars, visit our Scholarship Programme page. Here, you will find
details related to the children requiring sponsorship:
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/our-programmes/scholarship-programme/
YES (Youth Environmental Stewardship) Programme
CITW Malawi has four YES Programme centres with over 130 active members. The centers are:
 Chihame YES Club: 86 members and meets every Sunday
 Bandawe YES Club: 30 members and meets every Sunday
 Nanthomba YES Club:12 members and meets every Saturday
 Ntapwa YES Club: 25 members and meets every Saturday
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The YES programme is a continuation of the CITW Eco-Club programme. Eco-Clubs are run in certain primary schools
across the country. Children ‘graduate’ from Eco-Clubs when they leave primary school and move to secondary and
tertiary education levels, and are then able to join YES Programmes.
YES programmes started in 2011 as CITW alumni clubs. They are aimed at youth who are fourteen years and older
who have participated in Eco-Clubs for a few years. The idea is to move on to more advanced topics and give students
practical knowledge and skills to take forward into their young adult lives.

Tree planting and woodlot establishment is one of the YES Club activities in 2017
The main activities at YES Clubs include:
 Advance learning and research on the topics which they covered in Eco-Club programmes;
 Identifying social and economic issues in their local communities and working to alleviate them;
 Establishing woodlots in some local school as models for the local communities to learn from;
 Conducting awareness campaigns at local community and local District levels to educate people on a number
of issues;
 Assisting with the running of Eco-Clubs in local primary schools near their centres
 Assisting with the running of CITW Camps
Chihame YES Club recognised and registered at District level
Chihame YES Club is the first of our four YES Clubs to be recognised and
registered at District level. Chihame YES Club was registered with the
Nkhatabay District council on 10th of January. This means that the club is now
a member at the District council, and that it can access resources from the
council and can be used as a developmental tool by the council.
Ntapwa YES club working on their paperwork for registration
Ntapwa YES Club was working on their paperwork (organising their constitution and strategic plans) and will soon be
registered with the Machinga District Council.
Eco-Club weekly meetings
CITW Malawi has 17 Eco-Clubs across the country. The Eco-Club members meet once or twice a week. Trained EcoMentors and teachers organise lessons and use a number of different teaching strategies, such as:
 Micro-projects – personal and group work projects
 Eco-Club discussions - general group discussions
 Quizzes
 Learning through games
 Short lectures and group discussions
 Assignments
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In the month of February, there were a number activities which were carried out by the various Eco-Clubs. The
highlights include the following:
Chihame Eco-Club: This is a cluster of Eco-Clubs and includes Chintheche Eco-Club, Mgodi Eco-Club and Bandawe
Eco-Club.
 Tree planting – The Eco-Club replaced seedlings which did not survive from the previous year’s planting
season. Over 100 new trees were planted to replace the plants in the woodlots at their local school.
 Recycling projects – the Eco-Club went into their local villages and collected empty glass bottles as a way
of mitigating the breeding of mosquitoes. They discovered that many mosquitoes were breeding in these
bottles. During Malawi’s rainy season (December to March), mosquito breeding is particularly bad.

After collecting a number of bottles, they had a session on recycling. This involved cutting the bottles into tumblers.
At the end of the day, not only were their communities cleared of unsightly glass bottles, but each member left with
two tumblers, and had learnt glass cutting skills.
Ntapwa Eco-Club: Ntapwa Eco-Club is held at Ntapwa Primary School, and is a cluster of Eco-Clubs for Nangondo
Eco-Club, Katambasula Eco-Club and Ntangayi Eco-Club on
the eastern side of Liwonde National Park. In the month of
February, among many other activities, the Eco-Club
prepared the land on which they would like to erect a big tree
nursery. The surrounding communities have agreed to plant
more trees every year. The Eco-Clubs have accepted to play
the role of raising the seedlings of various trees for their own
communities. Over 200 Eco-Club members from four schools
will be working on this project. CITW Malawi is going to supply
the Eco-Club with the materials needed, and will teach the
Eco-Clubs how to plant and maintain the trees in the nursery.
This is going to be the third biggest Eco-Club tree nursery
centre, with the capacity of raising over 15 000 seedlings per
year.
Nanthomba Eco-Club: After the first reforestation cycle in December last year, and with a change in seasons,
Nanthomba Eco-Club has directed their focus on a mixed farming gardening project.
Nanthomba Eco-Club (which includes other schools - Kavunguti Eco-Club, Kafulafula Eco-Club and Mlambe EcoClub), is managing their garden which is used for teaching mixed farming and compost manure making. The garden
includes crops such as: maize, mixed vegetables, fruits and agro-forestry trees.
They also use the same garden to learn about and practice making compost manure. Heaps of compost manure are
made, treated and used to improve the soil fertility for the garden, and as the soil which they are using to raise tree
seedlings in the tree nursery project.
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The produce from the garden are:
 Distributed among the Eco-Club members
 Sold and money is recorded in the Eco-Club fund
 Donated to the after-school programme at Nanthomba Primary.

Nanthomba CITW Eco-Club centre – showing both composting season, and green growing season
Painting of Kafulafula Primary School
Kafulafula Primary School in Malawi has a new lease on life with a fresh lick of paint. Janet Wilkinson (South African
Children in the Wilderness Programme Coordinator) organized, together with some of her friends, the donation of paint
to the school. According to the assistant head teacher, the committee of the school, the principal and teachers are very
happy with the revamp, and are grateful for all that Central African Wilderness Safaris (CAWS) and CITW are doing in
the area, particularly for Kafulafula Primary School.
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