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INTRODUCTION
The first quarter of 2017 was full of activities related to Children in the Wilderness and community development,
including annual CITW camps, Eco-Club activities, Adult Eco-Club Activities, Tour de Tuli preparations, development
projects and training. With the focus of the CITW programme being on environmental education we try and partner
with other organisations to enhance and support our programme in numerous areas. Some of our partners, amongst
many others, include Mother Bear Project, Pack for a Purpose, Ducere Foundation, Southern African Wildlife College
and Qhubeka. The next issue of our CITW Eco-Stars magazine, which is due out in May, will also include information
on some of our partners, Eco-Mentors, Eco-Club members, the CITW Team, information on our main fundraising event
- the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, and many other exciting stories.
Our website has had a revamp this quarter, and is looking beautiful. If you haven’t already, you can watch the Children
in the Wilderness video on our new website here: http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow reaching
more children, more often and more positively. Please don’t forget to like Children in the Wilderness on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts for regular updates and heart-warming stories.
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COUNTRY NEWS

GREATER MAPUNGUBWE TRANSFRONTIER NATIONAL
PARK (GMTFCA)
Visit to Mathathane Primary School
On a recent visit to the CITW Eco-Club schools in the Tuli area of Botswana, the CITW team met up with Mr Modume
Modume, principal of Mathathane Primary School. It was heart-warming to receive feedback directly from a principal
on the positive difference the CITW programme is making to young learners.
Even though not all Eco-Club members can participate on the annual
camps at either Mashatu or Mapungubwe National Park, he believes that
all of the children in the school learn from the experiences, activities and
learnings which the children participating on the camps, share with
everyone at the schools.
The photo on the right shows Mr Modume Modume participating on a CITW
Tri-Nations camp with some of the Mathathane Primary School learners
and children from South Africa and Zimbabwe. Undeniably a life-changing
experience for all.
Visit to Maramani with the Nedbank Tour de Tuli Route Recce Team
Janet Wilkinson, CITW Coordinator for South Africa and the GMTFCA,
joined up with Nicola Harris, Jonathan Felix and other members of the
Nedbank Tour de Tuli route finding team, on a visit to the Maramani
community area of Zimbabwe.
They met up with Busi Ndlovu, CITW Maramani Eco-Club coordinator, to
hand over seeds to the Shashi Irrigation Project. These seeds will be
planted in the crop circles and the produce sold to the caterers who will be
making the sumptuous meals the cyclists will enjoy on the 2017 edition of
the Nedbank Tour de Tuli.

Regional
Southern African Wildlife College scholarship programme
In April 2016, CITW partnered with the Southern African Wildlife College (SAWC) to provide opportunities for CITW
participants to build on their Environmental Education, by attending a six-month Conservation and Environmental
Education bridging course.
Now in our second year of partnering with the SAWC, the recruitment process for Children in the Wilderness students
from Botswana, Malawi, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe has already begun. Once the students have been selected,
they will attend the course which starts in July 2016 at SAWC campus in South Africa
SAWC provides bursaries to CITW students, as well as other students from South Africa, attending the programme.
This was made possible by a grant from United for Wildlife, supported by The Royal Foundation of the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge and HRH Prince Harry. In our Second Quarter Newsletter, we will report on the progress of
our students on this exciting programme.
Children in the Wilderness – Regional workshop
Our CITW Team from all the countries within which we operate, met in Cape Town for our annual regional meeting. It
was a constructive full-day workshop, where all the important components of the CITW Programme were discussed.
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Our plans for the year were discussed, as were new ideas and initiatives to keep up the standards of our programme.
We finished the day on a high, inspired and motivated to continue making a positive difference in the lives of the
children and communities we touch.
The CITW Team at our regional meeting (left to right): Sue Goatley (Zimbabwe), Mary Hastag (Botswana), Bongani
Baloyi (South Africa), Lisa Witherden (South Africa), Agnes Tjirare (Namibia), James Mwanza (Zambia) and Symon
Chibaka (Malawi).

Children in the Wilderness – Monitoring and Evaluation Workshop
The CITW Team attended a Results-Based Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) course in Cape Town, from the 20th to
24th February 2017. The course was coordinated by the International Institute for Local Development
(http://www.iildev.org/), and was run by Dr. Richard Tobin from the USA. Richard is a world-renowned expert in the
field, and was Manager and Lead Evaluation Specialist at the World Bank Institute Evaluation Group. He has
experience from 77 countries and has extensive knowledge of results-based monitoring and evaluation, including
impact evaluation. He has lead projects for the World Bank and the United Nations, and has served as the lead
facilitator for more than 50 introductory and intermediate M&E workshops.
The objectives of the training included:
 Equipping the CITW regional coordinators with the knowledge and skills needed to plan and manage results-based
programmes;
 Raising the capacity of the CITW regional coordinators so that they can plan and conduct monitoring and
evaluation of their programmes.
 The training was facilitated through lectures, group assignments, exercises and case studies. By the end of an
intense week of learning, the CITW Team had covered how to:
 Structure, organise and run results-based community
development programmes
 Develop monitoring and evaluation tools for a results-based
programme
 Monitor and evaluate results-based programmes
 Develop and present an evaluation report
As a result of the training, the CITW team is even more inspired and
motivated to review our current programmes and projects, with the
aim of implementing monitoring and evaluation tools and
assessments. We want to know that our programmes are making a
sustainable difference, and that we are truly inspiring a generation
of children to protect and conserve their natural heritage.
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Children in the Wilderness – IFC Pop-ups
On the 16th February, the Johannesburg CITW and Tour de Wilderness teams attended the International Fundraising
Congress (IFC) ‘Pop-up’ at the Gordon Institute of Business (GIBS). This was an exciting day of learning, aimed at
transforming fundraising practices to build effective, sustainable campaigns and partnerships with donors. Our team
split up to ensure that all of the talks on offer were attended by at least one CITW/TdW team member. We left armed
with new strategies and ideas for our fundraising campaigns, and we are excited to put them all into practice – watch
this space!
Eco-Stars magazine
The second issue of the Children in the Wilderness annual magazine – Eco-Stars – is due for printing in May 2017.
Be on the look-out for this jam-packed and vibrant publication.
Eco-Stars is a Children in the Wilderness publication which includes an overview of our programme and introduces
you to some of the children, students and team members involved in the programme – our Eco-Stars. Each edition of
the magazine includes new stories, new CITW projects on the go and introduces you to new Eco-Stars.
For more detailed information on Children in the Wilderness, see www.childreninthewilderness.com. For regular
updates and heart-warming stories, Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness/
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