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INTRODUCTION
The third quarter of 2016 was once again full of activities related to Children in the Wilderness, community development
and culture, including annual CITW camps, Eco-Club activities, development projects and trainings. With the focus of
the CITW programme being on environmental education we try and partner with many other organisations to enhance
and support our programme in numerous other areas. Some of our partners, amongst many others, include Mother
Bear Project, Pack for a Purpose, Ducere Foundation, Southern African Wildlife College and Qhubeka. The next issue
of our CITW Eco-Stars magazine (to be published in January 2017) will also include information on some of our
partners, as well as information on our main fundraising event, the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, our Eco-Mentors, Eco-Club
members and lots of other exciting information.

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow reaching
more children, more often and more positively. Please don’t forget to like Children in the Wilderness on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts for regular updates and heart-warming stories.
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COUNTRY NEWS

MALAWI
Children in the Wilderness 2016 Open Day
The open day events aim at:




Exhibiting program’s activities, successes and challenges
Providing a platform for the voice of children/youth
Getting necessary feedback/comments from the stake holders, policy makers and the general public

Since 2008 the open day events have been being organized and run by CITW administration. Children and the youth
are invited and given chances to exhibit their activities and air their voices to the invited audience as a way of appealing
for positive changes. The 2016 events were also organized and run by CITW Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES)
members with minimal support from CITW. This year events also acted as opportunities for the youth to practise
leadership; practice skills organizing public events and communicating their views about conservation to their own
communities.
This year the program also aimed at making it more experiential learning moments organized by the local youth and
for the local communities. The youth also included activities such as displaying evidence of their growth and change
of mindset/attitude towards understanding and loving
wildlife/natural resources, and the actualization of their roles
and leadership in practical conservation and protection of
natural resources and wildlife. The youth also championed
and showed evidences to their communities about the direct
connection
between
sustainable
social-economic
development and the sustainable conservation of local
natural resources/wildlife.
The main activities included:
1. Two to three days’ village awareness campaigns (one targeted village per day)
 Village interviews and information collection;
 Editing information(interviews), into media pieces (videos, poems, stories); and
 Media presentation (Village Open Air, including video shows based on the village issues, stories and
suggested solutions)
In their planning, the youth had identified issues which were effecting their communities and then developed a problem
tree. Then all the issues were analyzed and put into the problem tree. Then then developed questions around these
local issues as they were presented in the problem tree (What were the problems? What were the root causes? What
were the impacts? What were the possible solutions? How better could the problems be tackled?). During the village
visitation days, the selected YES members went out into local villages meeting and interviewing Village Leaders,
parents and fellow youth in trying to hear from them about identified problems.
Between 08:00 and 12:00, there were village visits and conducting interviews and a quiz based on wildlife conservation
and staying in school. The general public participated in the quiz. Between 14:00 and 18:00 was time for editing
interviews into media pieces (videos, poems and stories). This was also time for sports and informal interaction with
the local community. Between 18:00 and 19:00 was the video show. Through video shows the communities were able
to look at their own issues as discussed by their local leaders, some parents and the youth. The videos also carried
the views on possible solutions and suggested ways of dealing with the issues as locally suggested. A number of
testimonies from CITW youth were also in the videos as emphasis for the solutions which the communities were
suggesting.
2. Main Open Day event (targeted the whole local community and the invited policymakers)
The communities were very impressed and inspired to see their own children initiating and facilitating the discussions
on issues which were affecting the local communities. The communities demonstrated huge appreciation about the
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growth displayed in their own youth. Testimonies from their own children about how CITW was changing their lives,
and how they were hoping for their better days and lifestyle which would be in harmony with wildlife and natural
environment, were well received by the general public gathered for the events.

“The youth, I have heard what you had to say and communicate to people gathered here. I am from the Ministry of
Education under the District Education office – Nkhatabay. I am very much impressed with CITW on how it starts with
children at the age of 10, in grade 4 of their primary; following the, learning and growing in academic and environmental
education, through to University education and becoming educated leaders and citizens who also understanding and
love wildlife. I wish every child and youth had a chance of participating in CITW program,” Mr. R. Mwakayuni, the
Deputy DEM of Nkhatabay District.

Eco-Club Coordinators (Teachers) Trainings 2016 July – August
Training for Liwonde zone took place from July 14th to 15th and for Chintheche zone from 27 to 28th of July.



Liwonde zone: Ten participants (9 teachers, one per school and one officer from African Parks – Liwonde).
Chintheche zone: Six participants (5 teachers and one community mentor).

The topics covered included: the connection between the CITW resource book and the three modules developed by
Lilongwe Wildlife Trust (LWT); introduction to three modules based on CITW Eco-Club resource book (wildlife welfare,
human-wildlife conflicts and wildlife Crime); working together with related stakeholders and developing a master plan
for 2016/2017 school year.
CITW partnered with Lilongwe Wildlife Trust two year ago on the basis that the two organizations could be supporting
each other in those activities which are common between the two organizations. Some of the common activities
between the two are teachers’ capacity building trainings and educational resources for Eco-Clubs. At the end of the
training workshops, both zones also managed to come up with their Eco-Club annual lesson plans based on the CITW
resource book and the three modules for the 2016/2017 school calendar. They all agreed that much of the learning
would be done through club competitions, quizzes and projects

News from our partner, H.E.L.P. Malawi
Closing the School Year in Style
All secondary and primary schools in Malawi were on break for about two months until September 5th. Schools close
the last term of each school year ceremoniously. But this year Nanthomba did it in a great style. H.E.L.P. Malawi used
the newly acquired Public Address System (PA system) to colour the occasion. It was one of the most jubilant moments
to see parents dancing with their wards as if they had rubber bones while throwing gifts in the air for both their wards
and their teachers.
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For the first time, parents witnessed first grade (standard 1) learners reading out loud fluently both English and
Chichewa texts in public. This is why Nanthomba has been hailed the best in Early Grade Reading Activity (EGRA) in
the whole Ulongwe Zone and Balaka District. Over 1000 parents turned up to join over 1080 learners who were
graduating to their next grades. Over 80% of learners who were assessed during the third school term had passed
and they have been promoted to the next level.

The second group of teacher trainees bids farewell
It was a sad moment for pupils to see and hear their most loved teacher trainees bidding farewell after they had
completed their one-year teaching practicum. Every school year Nanthomba School receives 12 teacher trainees from
Machinga Teacher Training College (TTC) while Kavunguti and Kafulafula get 6 teachers each. Through this
partnership with Machinga TTC, H.E.L.P. strives to improve teacher/pupil ratio in all the primary schools in the western
side of Liwonde National Park.

Save Lake Malawi Project optimistic about the future
H.E.L.P. in partnership with Artists Project Earth (APE) strives to conserve Lake Malawi through education
programmes.

MDM Centre packed to the brim with people watching movie on
projector
The partnership implements this one-year pilot project in villages along Lake
Malawi and the catchment area targeting 30,000 households. So far over 14,000
households have been reached through informal meetings, big screen video
shows and afterschool activities. The project is very optimistic about a well
conserved Lake Malawi and its aquatic life which will in turn continue to improve
lives of people in Malawi and beyond.

Wells travels to USA for Bites, Booze & Boogie – Cleveland’s Premier Party of the Year
The Country Director for H.E.L.P. Malawi, Wells Sakala, travelled to the US for our premier event, Bites, Booze &
Boogie which is now also the preview to the new and exciting Flats Festival of the Arts – Cleveland. The party was
August 18- 21, 2016 at Flats East Bank with Bill Stern as the Honorary Chair. The Flats Festival of the Arts was
the first of its kind in Northeast Ohio bringing over 200 artists from around the country and featuring both visual and
performing arts. Not only did the event attendees enjoy the artists’ unique craftsmanship, but proceeds from the event
go to supporting H.E.L.P. in its tireless efforts and extraordinary generosity in giving the children of Malawi access to
quality education and Cleveland School of the Arts, a specialty arts school in the Cleveland Metropolitan School District
for students ages 7-12.

Save Lake Malawi Project
Save Lake Malawi Project is a pilot Lake Malawi conservation project funded by the Artists Project Earth (APE) which
is implemented by H.E.L.P. Malawi. This project mainly seeks to increase awareness in sustainable utilization,
development and management of Lake Malawi and its wildlife as natural resources. The project has already reached
18000 people along Lake Malawi whose livelihoods are derived either directly or indirectly from the lake. 3000 primary
school learners along the lake have been equipped with practical knowledge about conservation and management of
Lake Malawi and its wildlife.

Afterschool program
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Afterschool programs remain central to quality education H.E.L.P. Malawi is promoting in rural Malawi. 160 learners
from Nanthomba School remain for afterschool activities that include afterschool English class, tailoring, jewellerymaking, music and computer class three days a week. Pasuwene Ellard is one of the learners at Nanthomba School
who is able to read, write and speak English while in standard 3.

H.E.L.P. 10th Anniversary
Marking ten years of strength H.E.L.P. Malawi has organised a community–based 10th Anniversary event that will take
place at a rural Nanthomba Primary School in Malawi on 25th October 2016.
Learners, founding tour guides, chiefs, original teachers and community members shall be guests of honour to grace
the event. Other invited guests shall include government district officials and representatives from partner
organisations. Ten H.E.L.P. Board members from the USA led by Founder and Co-chairpersons, Jillian and Scott as
well as the Executive Director, Patti Davis shall also be in attendance.

Scholarship program
H.E.L.P. continues to advance its mission to develop the pathway for children living in rural regions of Africa to become
integral members and leaders in society through quality education. H.E.L.P. has supported all efforts to cultivate the
academic potential of each child through secondary school scholarships. 109 (63 boys; 46 girls) are currently on
scholarship in various secondary schools in Malawi.

Sustainable community gardens
Sustainable Community Gardens Project is a joint community project implemented by International Fund for Animal
Welfare (IFAW) and H.E.L.P. Malawi at two rural primary schools of Nanthomba and Mlambe located in the Western
side of Liwonde National Park in Balaka District, Malawi.
The project aims at reducing dropout rates from 13.7% to not more than 5% in grades I to 7 and to less than I0% in
grade 8, increasing pass rate during end-of-term assessments from the current 56% to at least 70% by 2019, increasing
completion rate from 35% to not less than 40% by 2019, building the capacity of 2 school management committees in
conservational farming through establishment and management of 2 sustainable community gardens at Nanthomba
and Kavunguti Schools by 2019.

IFAW representatives, Lisa and Sue came out for site verification and planning visit at the end of this month of
September (25-28 September). During their visit to the sites it turned out that Mlambe Primary School was not ready
to start the project before they have an additional school block constructed to accommodate standard 7 and 8 learners.
The School Management Committee, Parents/Teachers Association, Chiefs, Mlambe Project staff and Mothers Group
attended the meeting when the decision to postpone the sustainable community garden project for a school block was
passed to IFAW and H.E.L.P. Malawi.
Both IFAW and H.E.L.P. Malawi finally agreed to implement the project at Kavunguti (578m perimeter) where there
was already an overwhelming demand and enthusiasm for it and Nanthomba (374m perimeter).
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The project shall draw various expertise from different sources such as IMAN – Chikolongo Fish Farm, Ministry of
Agriculture, Borehole drillers and solar technicians. IMANI’s main role shall include plot layout, irrigation setup, soil
analysis and pipe installation while H.E.L.P. Malawi shall be responsible for the overall management of the project.

Currently H.E.L.P. Malawi has 4 international volunteers, namely Francis Emmett, Joshua Dunlap, Liyana Winchell
and Helen Stanford right from the onset of this first term of 2016/2017 school year.
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