
Dr Sue Snyman
SOUTH AFRICA –

 REGIONAL PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Bongani Baloyi
SOUTH AFRICA – REGIONAL 

PROGRAMME COORDINATOR

James Mwanza
ZAMBIA – CHILDREN IN THE WILDERNESS 

PROGRAMME COORDINATOR

Sue Goatley
ZAMBEZI REGION – CHILDREN IN THE 

WILDERNESS PROGRAMME 
COORDINATOR

Shuvanayi Taruvinga
ZIMBABWE – CHILDREN IN THE 

WILDERNESS ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Farai Mavhiya
ZIMBABWE – CHILDREN IN THE 
WILDERNESS ADMINISTRATIVE 

COORDINATOR

Mxolisi Sibanda
ZIMBABWE – COMMUNITY COORDINATOR 

AND HIV/AIDS 
ASSISTANT COORDINATOR

Cain Chikwava
ZIMBABWE – CHILDREN IN THE 

WILDERNESS ASSISTANT COORDINATOR
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he successful implementation of the Children in the Wilderness Programme is essentially 
owed to the dedication and commitment of the men and women who work on and behind the 
scenes. Our people are at the heart of Children in the Wilderness as an organisation and their 
contributions, alongside those of our partners, supporters and sponsors enable us to achieve 
our vision. We very are proud to be working with such a wonderful team.  In this section, we have 

put together detailed profiles of three of our staff members. We have also included a brief profile of each 
team member from all the regions. We will continue to provide you with a full profile of each team member 
in the subsequent issues of the magazine.
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Mary Hastag came from humble beginnings as a Secondary School Teacher, but later 
continued her studies in Community Development, before joining Botswana Red Cross 
(BRCS) as a National Youth Coordinator. 

While at BRCS she studied guidance and counselling part time and then moved on to 
Botswana Family Welfare Association (BOFWA) as Regional Coordinator for North West 
District. During her time at BOFWA she continued her studies through correspondence and 
qualified in Human Resource Management. 

When she left BOFWA she spent two years consulting for a few safari companies in Maun 
and Kasane, and then joined Abercrombie & Kent as the Human Resource and Staff Welfare 
Manager until 2010. 

Finally, in 2011 she joined Wilderness Safaris as a Community Development Coordinator and 
oversees Children in the Wilderness – Botswana as well as other community engagements. 
She has great passion in working with rural communities and assisting children to fulfil 
their dreams.

Symon Chibaka has completed courses in Environmental Education, Business Administration 
and Community Development. 

He worked with Save the Children USA, Mangochi Projects and Youth Development. He has 
also been involved with a community radio station focused on community development. 

He joined Wilderness Safaris in 2002 as a guide and then joined Children in the Wilderness in 
2003 as a seasonal camp mentor while working at Central African Wilderness Safaris Mvuu 
Camp. In 2005 he became Malawi’s Children in the Wilderness Camp Director and in 2006 
the Children in the Wilderness Assistant Programme Coordinator. 

In 2010 he become the Children in the Wilderness Programme Coordinator for Malawi and 
has travelled to other related programmes in the USA and Ireland for capacity building. He 
has been to Gaza, to assist with the development of a programme similar to Children in the 
Wilderness (Eye to the Future – Care International Jerusalem). 

Symon says: “Real sustainability is realised by the culture of involving and opening 
opportunities for children to take some active leadership roles in the process.”

Dr Sue Snyman joined Wilderness Safaris in 2008 bringing with her over a decade of 
experience in the ecotourism industry in southern Africa, including guiding, community 
development and liaison, camp management and environmental impact assessments as an 
independent consultant. In 2008 Sue completed a Master of Business Science (Economics) 
from the University of Cape Town, South Africa, and recently received a PhD (Resource 
Economics) at the same university. 

Having completed coursework at the University of Goteborg in Sweden, the focus of her 
PhD research measured the socio-economic impact of high-end ecotourism in remote, rural 
communities adjacent to protected areas, based on over 1800 community surveys in six 
southern African countries including Botswana, Malawi, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Her research and academic publications have helped prove beyond doubt that ecotourism, 
practised responsibly, has had a significant impact not only on the standard of living that 
rural people engaged in the industry now enjoy, but also on attitudes to conservation and 
education amongst other things.

Sue is the Group Community and Culture Manager for Wilderness Safaris, as well as the 
Regional Director of Children in the Wilderness. Other positions include Vice-Chair of 
the IUCN WCPA Tourism and Protected Areas Specialist Groups (TAPASG), Coordinator of 
the Community Working Group within TAPAS and Research Fellow at the Environmental 
Economics Policy Research Unit at the University of Cape Town.

Dr Sue Snyman – South Africa 
Regional Programme Director

Symon Chibaka – Malawi
Children in the Wilderness Programme 

Coordinator

Mary Hastag – Botswana 
Community Development Liaison and 
Children in the Wilderness Programme 

Coordinator
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Community Development 
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C
hildren in the Wilderness’ other related initiatives, 
depending on the country and region, include community 
development programmes to reduce poverty, improve 
living conditions, and enhance local education systems 
through improving school infrastructure, scholarship 

programmes, nutrition programmes and the promotion of small 
community businesses.

We are currently involved in the following projects, amongst others:

•	 School infrastructure development
•	 Teacher training programmes
•	 Nutrition programmes in schools
•	 Deworming programmes
•	 Introduction of vermiculture projects
•	 Setup and development of vegetable gardens
•	 Installation of solar water pump and water tank systems
•	 Park fence monitoring and maintenance
•	 Management of extensive scholarship programmes

We also partner with Pack for a Purpose (www.packforapurpose.
org), whose mission is to positively impact communities around 
the world by assisting travellers who want to bring meaningful 
contributions to the destinations they visit.

Initiatives
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Children in the Wilderness 

Soccer in the Wilderness
Gordon Gilbert

Gordon is a former professional soccer player (Kaizer Chiefs, 
Mpumalanga Black Aces, Moroka Swallows to name a few), a wildlife 
enthusiast committed to making a difference and a Children in the 
Wilderness Ambassador.  

In November 2013, Children in the Wilderness, in partnership with ex-
professional soccer player, Gordon Gilbert launched the Inspirational 
Soccer Programme – Soccer in the Wilderness.  The programme 
combines the fun of sport with education to raise environmental 
awareness in local communities where Children in the Wilderness is 
present.

The inaugural Soccer in the Wilderness clinics took place at Sinde 
Football Club, Twabuka Middle School and with Wilderness Safaris’ staff 
at Toka Leya Camp in Zambia and Jabulani Primary School in Zimbabwe. 
Gordon and the Children in the Wilderness team raised awareness in 
the villages about conservation issues, including poaching and rhino 
conservation, motivating and inspiring them to get actively involved 
in the conservation of the wilderness areas they live next to. The 
importance of setting goals and having the discipline and dedication to 
achieve them was also discussed to encourage the children to broaden 
their horizons and to aim high.  More clinics have been run in Botswana 
and the programme will continue to be rolled out.

“My personal goal is to see wildlife and heritage conserved and 
protected whilst adding value to communities. I feel extremely proud 
and excited to be associated with a company like Wilderness Safaris 
who shares the same vision.”  Gordon Gilbert
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Peter van Kets

Peter is one of South Africa’s top adventurers and international keynote/inspirational speakers and a passionate conservationist.

Recently he raced unsupported across Antarctica to the South Pole to commemorate Scott and Amundsen’s race 100 years ago. His story is 
one of survival, courage, perseverance, passion, loneliness, tenacity, amazing team work and the will to win. Pete is an excellent MC on our 
annual Tour de Tuli mountain bike fund-raiser, always entertaining everyone with amusing stories from the day’s ride.

Ambassadors
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Where Are They 
While Eco-Clubs are often the first time we meet our children, it is not the last. The annual camps and Follow-up Programmes mean that we 
keep in touch with them regularly, encouraging them to continue their schooling and to attain their goals in life. Here are a few stories of 
some of our participants.

Malawi
Andrew Viyano – “I was identified by Children in the Wilderness in 2007 from the communities 
of Eastern side of Liwonde National Park. I am the living example of who and how Children in the 
Wilderness develop and empower the leaders/citizens of the next generation. In 2007 (during the 
Camp programme at Mvuu Camp), the seeds of success and love of wildlife was kindled in me. 

I then discovered that I could do greater things in my life, my family, my community and my country. 
I developed a hard working spirit and aimed to achieve higher levels of education. 

I come from one of those families which could not afford to pay tuition fees for their children. The 
Rosemary Pencil Foundation through Children in the Wilderness made it possible for me to do my 
Secondary School education at Phwezi Secondary School. 

After that I successfully made it to Malawi University (Polytechnic) where I am studying journalism, 
still sponsored by Children in the Wilderness. I am very sure that with my professional in journalism 
I will cover a lot in pushing for possible and positive changes, ranging from rural development 
through sustainable conservation of the national natural resources, to National development. 

My message to you children and fellow youth is that no better life comes to those who do not start 
by making their own lives better. We need to change our mind sets and life styles so that we can be 
candidates for the better things in our lives. Let us join hands to aim for a better and sustainable 
living on this Earth. It is possible and we can achieve it. 

I salute Children in the Wilderness and I owe my nation Malawi a lot. Thanks….”

Botswana
As a young boy Kgolagano Great ‘KG’ Sehanze’s passion was to be a pilot one day. When he was 
staying in Boyei ward just next to the airport he would climb up the tree at the airport to watch the 
planes coming in to land. 
 
“It was in December 2004 when my passion was unleashed out, my first time in an aeroplane to 
Jacana Camp as a Children in the Wilderness camper. Thanks to Bana ba Naga (Children in the 
Wilderness) programme. We were flying in a Cessna 206 and I was sitting next to the pilot. I was so 
excited and filled with that energy of being in there. I was so astonished by view from above. Most 
importantly it was a motivational chance for me. Even returning back to Maun airport, I was still 
seated next to the pilot.

It is Children in the Wilderness that ignited a spark in to my life to be able to achieve the dream of 
my life. Moreover I decided to work hard to achieve what I really wanted to be. After completing my 
Form 5, in August 2008, I went to study commercial piloting in South Africa and graduated in March 
2011 and I am now a qualified commercial Pilot at Safari Air. Thank you children in the Wilderness 
for that opportunity.”
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Patuma Banda is a 21-year-old professional primary school teacher from Kweta village. In 2005, 
Patuma was only 11 years old when she joined Children in the Wilderness a camper and never 
looked back. Between 2007 and 2011, she was on a Children in the Wilderness secondary level 
scholarship programme and was sponsored by Synod of Livingstone. She went on to complete her 
MSCE grades with flying colours. 

In 2012, while studying for a teaching diploma at Malawi’s Teachers Training College, Patuma 
returned to work with campers as a Camp Mentor.

This is what Patuma had to say: “I feel leadership in me. I can say or advise friends and they can 
listen to my advices. I am a better team player than before, I am a public speaker, I have better 
understanding of nature and wildlife than before and I have good set of skills in handling children 
(pupils at my school). These are skills I learnt from Children in the Wilderness.”

Maria Chirwa came from a poor family in Chintheche Community (Nkhata Bay District in Northern 
Malawi). 

She was selected as a Children in the Wilderness camper in 2005 when she was in Grade 7. 

“My mother used to fetch firewood pieces and sold them in small bundles by one of the main roads 
in the community. 

Getting Mk200 (ZAR 10) in a day is only happening on a lucky day. When I came to camp, I was one 
of the four little girls who were full of fears about our lives and how the general environment from 
home used to treat us. In camp I found and felt some relief. I had found some caring and loving 
mentors.”

At camp, Maria asked many questions about how she could secure a brighter future for herself and 
by the end she felt empowered and assured of the possibilities available to her. Maria completed 
a Secondary School course with sponsorship from the Rosemary Pencil Foundation (USA), passing 
with flying colours. She is currently in her second year of college, studying teaching. Afterwards, she 
would like to return to her home community to assist with the teacher shortage at the local schools. 

Maria is a role model to many girls, not only in the Children in the Wilderness Malawi programme 
but also to all who come from a similar background. Her aspiration is to become an expert in 
Environmental Education, working towards preserving Malawi and southern Africa’s natural 
heritage.

Now?
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Zimbabwe
At the age of 17, Lesley Mpofu was one of the students that attended a Children in the Wilderness 
camp in 2009 from Ziga Primary School. She exhibited strong leadership qualities during the camp 
attracting the attention of the camp coordinators. Lesley has since been on the Children in the 
Wilderness scholarship programme, her education sponsored for four years at Tsholotsho High 
boarding school. After completing O Levels, she opted to do a diploma course in Hotel and Catering 
at Foundation Technical College to pursue her dream of being a camp manager in the tourism 
industry. 

“Thank you for the encouragement, support and praise you gave me. Especially at Children in the 
Wilderness camps way back in 2009. I felt very special.’’

Namibia
In 2002 Wilderness Safaris ran the Children in the Wilderness programme in Namibia for the first time. 
in partnership with the SOS Children Village Association, a privately owned children’s orphanage in 
Windhoek. Franco Morao was one of the older youths selected as tent leaders – that is, counsellors 
that stay with a group of kids inside one of the tents. “For me to have started with Children in the 
Wilderness was the most amazing opportunity ever! We were hosted at Kulala Wilderness Camp.

“This overwhelmed me because most of us had never had such an opportunity to learn about the 
environment by being in the wilderness itself. I was brought up in a very enclosed environment, so 
that the only life I knew was that within the orphanage. When I saw the open spaces I realised that 
this was where I wanted to be. I had found a new family. Where there was a sanctuary and where 
everyone always feels welcome. 

Being part of Children in the Wilderness inspired me so much that I wanted to be part of the company 
Wilderness Safaris. Over the years I remained involved with Children in the Wilderness and through 
this, I got the opportunity to join Wilderness Safaris Namibia as a guide in training. I am now an 
Explorations guide at Wilderness Safaris and am also a Children in the Wilderness Programme 
Coordinator during the camps we host every year in Namibia. Namibia has many children like me. 
Children in the Wilderness can make them feel rich in fortune. Everyone has dreams. For me my 
dream was and still is to be a successful ambassador for my country. I can achieve this through 
Children in the Wilderness and Wilderness Safaris Namibia, both of which have helped me so 
much.” says Franco.

Zambia
Former Children in the Wilderness camper Stella Mwale went on to volunteer as a tent leader at a 
camp at Kalamu in May 2015. She is now employed as a waitress at Nwabombeni Restaurant after 
Kalamu Camp was closed, where she worked as a staff chef. 

South Africa
After becoming an Eco-Club member at Nwanati High School, Makuleke village in Limpopo in 
2009, Norman Chauke never looked back. After completing Grade 12, Norman did not have money 
to further his studies. His fate changed in 2012 when he was awarded a scholarship by Tracker 
Academy through Pafuri Camp, to study animal tracking at the Southern African College for Tourism 
in Graaff-Reinet in the Eastern Cape. He successfully completed his animal tracking course and is 
working as a Tracker and Trainer for EcoTraining in Makuleke Contractual Park, Kruger National Park 
and the Tracker Academy, Londolozi in Sabi Sands.

He is currently studying to become a nature guide and would like to use his tracking and guiding 
knowledge to become one of the most respected and sought after guides and trackers in the world. 
Norman is actively involved in community initiatives and also participated in our Eco-Mentor training 
held in May 2015 in his home village, Makuleke, just a stone’s throw from the Kruger National Park.
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Thank you
We are very grateful to all the individuals, companies, travel partners and charitable trusts and 
foundations for their generous support each year.  We certainly could not have achieved what 
we have to date without your kind support.  We would also like to acknowledge and thank all 
our volunteers, Nedbank Tour de Tuli cyclists and various fundraising ambassadors around the 
world who participate in our many fundraising events and also arrange and operate their own.  
Your time, support and donations make an enormous difference to the Children in the Wilderness 
programme!
 
A huge thank you also goes to the Children in the Wilderness team whose passion, commitment 
and hard work ensures that the programme reaches thousands of children, more often and more 
positively each year! 
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How can you make a difference?
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There are many ways you can make a difference:

•	 Monetary donations to assist in covering the day-to-day Eco-Club and 
camp operational expenses, credit card facilities through our e-shop on  
www.childreninthewilderness.com or via EFT into the following banking details:

Account Name: Children in the Wilderness Mkambati
Bank: Standard Bank
Account Number: 023031735
Branch Code: 001255
Branch: Rivonia, South Africa
Swift code SBZAZAJJ

•	 Through our partners H.E.L.P Malawi
H.E.L.P. Malawi can provide a 501C for USA residents
To donate through H.E.L.P Malawi cheques can be made out to: Elisa Burchett, 
H.E.L.P Malawi, 1836 West 25th Street #3B, Cleveland, Ohio 44113
H.E.L.P. can only accept donations in US$
H.E.L.P. collects donations for many different programmes, please ensure that 
your documentation is clearly marked for Children in the Wilderness

If you would like to EFT into the H.E.L.P. account, please contact Elisa Burchett 
- email Elisa@helpchildren.org

•	 Wilderness Safaris agents
Wilderness Safaris agents can elect to give a donation through a Wilderness 
booking to Children in the Wilderness that will be invoiced at the time of making 
your reservation. If you would like to donate directly to a specific Children in the 
Wilderness region, please contact Sue Snyman (sues@wilderness.co.za) for the 
relevant bank details.

•	 Become a Fundraising Ambassador by creating a fundraising event or participate 
in a sporting event and make Children in the Wilderness the beneficiary. You can 
create your own webpage and circulate to potential donors who can donate 
online via credit card through the GivenGain site http://www.givengain.com/
cause/4773/

•	 Donations in kind refers to services or products in kind that could be utilised on 
the programme and thereby reduce the camp’s operational costs. These would 
include items such as stationery, sporting equipment, school equipment, etc. 
When making donations in kind, please ensure that we are advised in advance 
as there is paperwork for importation that is required to be completed. In some 
instances relevant import fees may outstrip the value of the goods and therefore 
this does need some consideration.

•	 MyPlanet Card is part of the successful South African MySchool initiative. Choose 
Children in the Wilderness as your beneficiary and every time you shop at partner 
stores we receive a percentage of your purchase. To apply for my card, please 
visit https://:www.myschool.co.za/supporter/apply/?beneficiary=11428

•	 Business sponsorship is a major source of funding. Through sponsorship, 
visibility of your company brand can be positively built and strengthened. Our 
Nedbank Tour de Tuli mountain biking event generates (www.tourdetuli.com) 
much publicity in print and media as well as brand exposure to many cyclists. 
Email us with your ideas at info@childreninthewilderness.com

Thank you for your support!



“In the end, we will conserve only 
what we love, we will love only what 
we understand, we will understand 

only what we are taught” 
- Baba Dioum

www.childreninthewilderness.com


