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INTRODUCTION  
 
Our third quarter started with a bang as the Tour de Wilderness Team and Children in the Wilderness finalised plans 

for the annual Nedbank Tour de Tuli. This year’s Tour was a huge success, and saw 255 cyclists ride a total of 248km 

over four days.  

 

An element of our programme structure, is our Adult Eco-Clubs. 

These clubs focus on assisting community members with skills 

training, livelihood diversification projects and business skills.  They 

also provide an important link between parents, elders, teachers and 

children on our programme. This quarter saw Adult Eco-Club Training 

taking place in the Zambezi Region, where women’s groups were 

trained in sewing projects and small business skills. Click on the image 

to see the Children in the Wilderness Programme Structure.  

 

A few of our sponsors – Mother Bear, Pack for a Purpose and The Rosemary Pencil Foundation had a busy quarter, 

too, visiting our Regions. The quarter finished off with annual camps, Eco-Mentor training, a march for elephants and 

rhinos and our students graduating from the Southern African Wildlife College.  

 

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow, reaching 

more children, more often and more positively. A special thank you to all the cyclists and volunteers who pledged extra 

donations to Children in the Wilderness on the last night of the Nedbank Tour de Tuli: we sincerely appreciate it and 

thank you for helping us make a difference! 

 
Please follow us for regular updates and heart-warming stories here:  

Children in the Wilderness News 

 Facebook 

 YouTube 

 Instagram 

  Twitter 

Donate  

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/how-it-works/
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/news/
https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts
https://www.youtube.com/user/WildernessSafaris
https://www.instagram.com/childreninthewilderness/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/WeAreWilderness
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/donate-now/how-can-you-make-a-difference/
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/how-it-works/
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/news/
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COUNTRY NEWS 
 

ZAMBIA 
 

Henny’s Kids donates soccer balls to Twabuka Primary School, Zambia 

Thanks to Candyce Stapen of FamilyiTrips and Henny’s Kids the children of this Zambian village near Toka Leya Camp 
received a thrilling donation of soccer balls! You can see the children’s happy faces on receiving their donation, by 
watching the video on our Facebook page here.  
 
Candyce’s mother, Henny (Henrietta), was an elementary school 
teacher in the United States. She was completely dedicated to the 
value of education and its importance for young minds. In honour of 
her memory, Henny’s Kids was formed with the intention of bringing 
education through collaborative learning to rural schools in Africa. 
Candyce is a travel journalist in the US and as such she has had the 
opportunity to visit Africa on many occasions. 
 
 

CITW and Epiphany Schools partner for a week of learning 
In order to prepare students for a rapidly changing environment and to meet our goal of sustainable conservation 
through leadership development, CITW Zambezi and Epiphany School of Global Studies in North Carolina partnered 
for a unique week of learning. The idea was for children from Twabuka Primary School in Sinde Village to interact with 
students from Epiphany (known as The Lazy Lizards), creating the chance for all children to gain experience and 
knowledge from different communities, cultures, traditions and walks of life.   
 
During Epiphany School’s visit in the Zambezi region, CITW Zambezi organised a number of activities that focused on 
tourism, environmental learning, and partnerships and teamwork in general. Some of the activities that took place 
included a computer lesson with grade sevens at Twabuka primary given by The Lazy Lizards; poems and traditional 
dances presented by Twabuka learners; donations of educational materials and soccer balls by the Lazy Lizards group; 
a visit to the rhinos in the Mosi-Oa-Tunya National Park; recycling activities with the local people and CITW]; a talk 
with the doctor about malaria and the experiences of the early explorers and missionaries; canoeing and rafting on the 
Zambezi River; a visit to the Livingston Museum and a tour of Chobe Game Lodge.  
 
The partnership between CITW and Epiphany School of Global studies enhanced the cultural, traditional, economic, 
skills and knowledge, as well as gave the children a chance to share their life experiences. CITW Zambezi hope to 
keep this partnership going to ensure that this cultural exchange continues to benefit both parties, and ultimately helps 

in achieving our aim of sustainable conservation through leadership development. Watch the video of this special 

experience on our Facebook page here.  

 

Cardinal Health visits CITW in Sinde Village 

Cardinal Health is a global, integrated healthcare services and products company, providing customised solutions for 

hospitals, health systems, pharmacies, ambulatory surgery centers, clinical laboratories and physician offices 

worldwide. Earlier this year, Cardinal Health partnered with CITW Zambezi, to be support education and empowerment 

programmes in Zambian schools and communities based in Mumbwa and Livingstone. In September, 20 

representatives from Cardinal Health visited Zambia, in order to give back to the community in the hopes of uplifting 

and empowering. Cardinal Health volunteers visited Livingstone’s Twabuka Primary School based in Sinde Village. 

https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness/videos/1695032303862168/
https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness/videos/1714234635275268/
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They team painted two classrooms, and painted a beautiful big five mural on the outside of a classroom wall. 20 

schools desks were repaired and ten indigenous trees were planted. After the donations of school books, stationery 

and clothes were handed over, the volunteers joined in dancing with the children and community. Watch the video on 

Cardinal Health’s visit here.  

 

CITW Zambezi celebrates Arbour Day 

In support and celebration of arbour Day, CITW Zambezi ran various programmes across Zambia. From planting trees, 

to identifying birds along environmental trails, poems and plays, children were given well-rounded lessons on why 

trees are vital to plant and protect. Over 60 trees were planted between seven schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness/videos/1705810136117718/
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ZIMBABWE 
 

Melusi Ndlovu, a CITW scholarship student says ‘the world is not the same’ since he started his 

studies 

Melusi, an orphan from Kapane Village in the Tsholotsho area of Matabeleland North, Zimbabwe, lives with his 

grandparents who are both subsistence farmers, joined the scholarship programme in 2008 while in primary school. 

He caught the attention of Ron Goatley, MD for Wilderness Safaris, Zambezi Region who was assisting his wife with 

a delivery of text books to CITW schools. Despite his size, Melusi was first in line to help with offloading the boxes of 

books and Ron immediately identified a worthy soul who needed support in order to guarantee him a brighter future. 

A pledge was made to provide funding for Melusi through his primary school education. 

 

In his final year of primary schooling, Melusi met a dynamic, young American girl, Kristina Testa, who was with her 

parents on a Wilderness Safaris school and village trip. Kristina undertook to sponsor him through CITW. So began 

Melusi’s secondary education which he has just completed in June 2017 at the age of nineteen. As Melusi has a 

passion in agriculture and currently runs a small poultry project at home which helps to subsidise his family’s living 

expenses, CITW, with further assistance from Kristina have 

enrolled him at Sizinda Agricultural College. Melusi will be 

studying and broadening his knowledge in all aspects of 

agriculture, thus equipping him to fulfill his dream of becoming 

a farmer.  

 

He started his training in agribusiness a month ago. CITW 

Zambezi Assistant Community Development Liaison and 

Assistant Programme Coordinator James Mwanza, made a 

visit to find out how he was doing. Says Melusi: “The world is 

not the same since I started my training. I will establish a 

business in gardening and poultry, and hope become one of 

leading supplies in Hwange’s Ttsholotsho District.” 

 

 

Elephant Cooperation’ visits the village of Ngamo 

Elephant Cooperation is a non-profit devoted to raising awareness of the African elephant crisis and supporting existing 

NGOs who embrace their cause. Elephant Cooperation recently spent some time in Zimbabwe, and took some time 

to learn all about CITW Zimbabwe. Here is their short report back on the day they spent Ngamo village: 

 

“Today we went to the village to see the community projects from CITW. We were able to visit the Ngamo School and 

gave pencils to some children, what an experience seeing the things that can bring these children such joy. We then 

met the headsman of this village and were able to talk frankly about the problems 

these communities face with human elephant conflict and the better interface they 

now have with wildlife due to the work from CITW. The human elephant conflict has 

been another big issue in the decline in elephant populations alongside poaching. 

Elephant-human conflict is a result of habitat loss and fragmentation. When elephants 

and humans interact, there is conflict from crop raiding, injuries and deaths to humans 

caused by elephants, and elephants being killed by humans for reasons other than 

ivory and habitat degradation.” Elephant Cooperation is on a mission to end any bad 

situation and find new ways to grow these conflicts into something positive for 

humans and wildlife.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.elephantcooperation.com/
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Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle – The 3 “Rs” of waste management put into practice in the Zambezi 

Region with aluminium pots 

Tendai Mdluli reports from our Victoria Falls office, where Sue Goatley and the CITW Zambezi team is located: “Litter 

collection and recycling has been a major concern in our Zambezi Region Eco-Clubs. 

The biggest theme is Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, where the ladies from our surrounding communities have 

embarked on collecting aluminium cans which they recycle. These are melted down and poured into moulds to create 

the three legged cooking pots that are greatly valued in communities and go a long way in reducing waste, reusing 

material and recycling of metals.” You won’t believe the number of orders they’ve already had from staff and residents 

alike! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITW Adult Eco Clubs – Empowering Women in the Zambezi Region 
A recent series of workshops for members of CITW Adult Eco-Clubs saw over 130 ladies participate in a programme 
that aims to teach and empower women through skills and business awareness. The workshop was facilitated by Annie 
Johnson and Coleen Ryan, long-time supporters of CITW, from the El-Hefni Foundation.  
 
Four workshops were held in Zimbabwe at Jabulani, St Mary’s, Ziga and Ngamo, and one in Zambia at Twabuka 
School for the members of the Adult Eco-Clubs. All of the group participants learned new sewing and creative skills 
for projects which have potential to sell. Using various patterns, locally sourced materials, and either sewing by hand, 
or by machine, the ladies created aprons, skirts, napkins, placemats, ornaments and bags, to be sold as merchandise.  
 
Although the workshops were held in different locations, a common thread soon emerged from the group discussions. 
It was clear that all of the groups needed to establish themselves as an organisation as this would allow them to set 
up a site for them to meet regularly and store their tools and materials. It would also pave the way for them to register 
as a formal group, and open up opportunities to receive funding from the government, exclusively allocated to women’s 
groups. 
 
The ladies were also taught how to turn their sewing skills into a small business. From budgeting, to calculating costs 
and profits, they learnt how they could turn their newly learnt sewing skills into an income generating business. At the 
conclusion of each workshop there was a discussion about the actual cost of making each product and how much they 
might sell for. After the workshops, CITW bought some of their products, allowing the ladies the opportunity to have 
money to reinvest in their group’s future needs.  

 


