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Purpose of the Penpal Project 

A penpal is a person with whom one keeps up an exchange of letters, usually someone so far away 

that you would not be able to talk to in person. The Children in the Wilderness Eco-Clubs Penpal 

Project aims to link children in Eco-Clubs, in order to teach them about different cultures, share 

ideas for Eco-Club projects and create new friendships.  

It is also a lovely way for Eco-Clubs to share ideas about what they are doing in their respective Eco-

Clubs. Some ideas and community projects in Eco-Clubs could provide inspiration for penpal Eco-

Clubs.  

This is also a brilliant way for children to practise their writing skills, expand their vocabulary and 

practise reading and writing English. All children should be encouraged to write letters.  

Process and procedure 

In order to pilot (or test) this project, Eco-Clubs are paired up with Eco-Clubs in other areas in their 

country. Children should be encouraged to write letters about their Eco-Club, projects they are 

involved with, their village, or any other appropriate topic (a few topics are given below as 

examples).  

All children should be encouraged to write letters. Remind children that they can write these in their 

own time after school and Eco-Clubs, and bring them back to their next Eco-Club for posting.  

Eco-Club teachers and mentors can give these letters to children who would like to respond to them. 

Try to pair children up to a letter according to their age. The idea is to get the conversation flowing 

between the two Eco-Clubs, so a child might ‘make friends’ with another child in a different Eco-

Club, and they can continue to write to each other on and off.  

How to send your Eco-Club member’s letters 

Please will you be the central ‘Postman’ for your Eco-Club. Your Eco-Club coordinators should collect 

your letters, and deliver them to the relevant Eco-Club in a different community. They will also drop 

off letters once your penpal Eco-Club has replied.  

While it would be the best for children to receive real letters, it might not always be possible to post 

letters. If this is the case, here are a few easy ways you can share children’s letters if posting them is 

not possible: 

 Scan in their letters and email them to a teacher or coordinator at their penpal school, or 

your Eco-Club Coordinator or Eco-Club Teacher; 

 

 Take a photograph of their letters and send them to their penpal school, or your Eco-Club 

Coordinator or Eco-Club Teacher (WhatsApp and SMS make this very easy); 

 

 Have children write letters, and hand them over to your Eco-Club Coordinator or Eco-Club 

Teacher, who can then scan them in / take a photograph of them / post them on your 

behalf. 
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Ideas for Penpal Letters 

Teach the children how to use the basic template below to write their letters. After receiving and 

reading what their Penpal partner has written to them, before they introduce the topic they are 

writing on for that week, they should start by acknowledging the receipt of the penpal’s letter by 

telling them what they found interesting about the letter and so on. Thereafter, they can write their 

letter about their Eco-Club / village / etc., and ask suitable questions for their penpal to respond to 

in the next letter.  

At the end of each Eco-Club lesson when conducting the debrief, remind the children that they could 

use the new information they have learnt to write their penpal letter. Encourage them to think 

about their cultures and villages, and understand that not everyone is the same as them.  

Perhaps once a month, dedicate time in an Eco-Club lesson to discuss the penpal project, giving the 

children the opportunity to share with the group what their penpal has shared with them. It is 

important not only for the sharing of ideas, but also for children to see that their letters are being 

received and answered. Ask them to share the information they might not have known (or thought 

about) about their own environment / culture / demographics had it not been for Eco-Club Penpal 

project. 

Children can use the ideas below to write as many letters as they like: 

 In my Eco-Club this term, I have learnt about… 

 My favourite Eco-Club lesson is…  

 My Eco-Club is running the following exciting community project...  

 In my village, my Eco-Club is helping to… 

 I live in (name of village)  

o Children give a description of their village 

o Where they live  

o What they do for fun  

o Special or interesting things about their village and community 

o A description or explanation of special occasions and cultural celebrations they celebrate 

 I live in (X) village (children give a description of where they live), and in my village I like to…  

 I go to (X) Primary School (children give a description of their school). My favourite subject at 

school is (X). I like to do (X) at school…  

 I went on an annual camp at (camp X), and…  

Encourage children to ask questions in their letters to which their penpal school can respond. For 

example: 

 What is your favourite Eco-Club lesson? 

 What was the most interesting thing you have learnt in your Eco-Club? 

 What projects are you doing with your Eco-Clubs? 

 Do you have a garden at your school? Do you take care of the garden? 

 What is your village like? 

 What special occasions do you celebrate in your community? 

Below is a basic template that you should share with the children. It is important that they sign their 

name, age, school and village.   
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Date:__________________________ 

Dear friend at (Name of Eco-Club School) 

 

Thank you for your letter. I enjoyed reading about your Eco-Club activities, and 
was interested to learn about your community. (Expand on what you learnt, or 
particularly enjoyed reading) 

 

I want to share with you what my favourite Eco-Club lesson has been this term. 
(Expand on your story).  

 

In my village we celebrate Arbour Day by… (Expand on your celebration of Arbour 
Day).  

 

I look forward to hearing back from you. 

 

From 

Thando  

 

Age: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

School: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Village: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 


