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INTRODUCTION  
          
What a busy and exciting second quarter it has been. From the release of the second edition of our Eco-Stars 

Magazine, to our Southern African Wildlife College scholarship students preparing to start their course at the 

beginning of July, with Eco-Clubs, Camps, day trips, Teacher Training and Adult Eco-Club Training in between, it has 

been a great few months.  Add to the mix our preparations for the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, and this newsletter makes 

for an exciting read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow 

reaching more children, more often and more positively.  

 

Please follow us for regular updates and heart-warming stories here:  

Children in the Wilderness news  

Facebook   

Instagram  

YouTube  

Twitter  

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/news
https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts
https://www.instagram.com/childreninthewilderness/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/WildernessSafaris
https://twitter.com/WeAreWilderness
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COUNTRY NEWS  
 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Children in the Wilderness revamps KwaMqobela Primary School 

CITW Volunteer, Lawrence Mallen, and a small team of ladies from the local community got to task repairing and 

repainting the school principal’s office, staff room and the school library at the beginning of the school holidays. 

CITW’s Liza Steyn and Janet Wilkinson, along with CITW Board Member Jan Mallen, sorted through the books in the 

library, getting them in order for the shelves.  

 

One of the ladies assisting Lawrence was Nozipho Mthembu, a CITW Camper from 2008 at Rocktail Bay Lodge. 

Nhlakanipho Ngema from the neighbouring village KwaMpukane, joined the team on Saturday to finish off the 

cleaning and stocking of the library shelves with all the new English and isiZulu storybooks CITW had bought for the 

library.  Nhlakanipho was a CITW Camper at Rocktail Beach Camp in 2011 and 2012.  It is so rewarding to see these 

children giving back to their communities! 

 

We trust that the children and teachers of KwaMqobela Primary School are going to be delighted with the repaired 

and repainted library and staff rooms when  school reopens later in July, and we hope that the new books are going 

to inspire a generation of readers.   

  

Rocktail Beach Camp Annual CITW Camp 
CITW hosted another successful annual camp at Rocktail Beach Camp for six girls and six boys from each of the 

schools where CITW runs its programmes. A total of 24 children from Vululwazi and Kwamqobela Primary Schools 

and a teacher representative from each school attended this four day, three night camp. 

 

This is the first time the camp was held in the middle of winter. Weather varied between sunny and overcast with 

wind, but nothing deterred the outdoor activities, including beach games and a trip to Lake Sibaya.    Leadership 

Values, teambuilding, Web of Life and Food Chains, Turtles and Sustainable Fishing were included in the programme. 

The new ‘No Littering’ activity – 10-pin bowling reusing 2-litre plastic bottles and a homemade plastic ball – was an 

absolute success with everyone! 

 

Children love receiving Super Camper Awards for their participation and learning at camp.  

This year we splurged on a lovely book called “All about South Africa”.  Each child received 

a knitted bear from the  Mother Bear Project. 

 

Rocktail Camp staff took on the roles of the Eco-Mentors doubling as tent-, team- and activity leaders. Jan Mallen 

(CITW Board member) and Liza Steyn (CITW Bookkeeper) joined for this camp as volunteers. Given Mbonambi (CITW 

http://motherbearproject.org/
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Eco-Club Coordinator for Rocktail) was the Camp Director.  Siboniso Mthethwa (CITW Eco-Club Coordinator for 

KwaMqobela) was a very active assistant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocktail community eye tests 

Rocktail Camp General Manager Natalie Gouws implemented an 

inspiring initiative to provide local community members with reading 

glasses (read The Gift of Sight here) late last year. With her generous 

spirit it was only a matter of time before she and ‘partner in crime’, SA 

Regional Coordinator Janet Wilkinson, were back in the community 

with Mercy Air, this time for more vision and hearing tests, and to 

dispense hearing aids and reading glasses wherever possible.  The 

team started at KwaMpukane village, fitting and distributing glasses 

and hearing aids. They then visited a local clinic and were happy to 

provide the nurses at KwaZibi clinic with all new reading glasses and 

sunglasses. The team’s final stop was Thonga Lodge where they 

handed out glasses to some of the staff.   

 
Water containers making drinking water accessible in the Makuleke community 
Children in the Wilderness (CITW) Eco-Club Coordinator Rhulani Ngwenyama from the Makuleke Community in 

Limpopo, South Africa, distributed CITW water containers to various Makuleke stakeholders. There were big smiles 

in the community, as these containers will make fresh drinking water easy to access.  These containers are part of a 

donation made by Nedbank Tour de Tuli cyclist, Ken Morgan. 

 

CITW Makuleke Eco-Club Visit to Kruger National Park  (KNP) 

Over the South African Youth Day weekend in June, eight children and four teachers from the four primary schools 

with which we work in Makuleke, spent two nights at Mopani Rest Camp in KNP. These children and teachers are 

involved in the CITW Eco-Clubs in their schools. The aim of the trip was to allow the children and teachers to 

experience KNP first-hand, as real tourists. Lindy Nieuwenhuizen, a regular CITW and Nedbank Tour de Tuli volunteer, 

joined us in the running of this camp programme. 

 

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/the-gift-of-sight-rocktail-bay-south-africa/
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After meeting the children and teachers at their schools, we made our way to Punda Maria and regrouped at the 

Environmental Centre where everyone had the opportunity to introduce themselves and make new friends.   We 

were joined by two other tourists visiting the centre and this provided an excellent opportunity for the children to 

meet and interact with other KNP tourists. The children introduced themselves to the tourists and before long, there 

was much laughter and chatting. By the time we left, everyone was hugging goodbyes. 

 

We had created a KNP Car Bingo game in order to keep children’s attention on the drives and this proved a winner, 

keeping the children glued to looking out for various animals on their Bingo cards. In true ‘Kruger style’, children had 

breakfasts at their chalets, picnic lunches at various Park Picnic Sites and/or Day Visitor Centres and dinners were at 

the Mopani Camp Restaurant.  We took walks around the camps each day to give everyone some exercise after long 

days of spotting game in the vehicles. 

Each child received a CITW long-sleeved t-shirt, a book on mammals of Kruger, some stationery and a Wilderness 

Safaris Children’s Nature Journal. They also all received a Struik Field Guide as a Bingo ‘prize’.  

 
 

 


