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INTRODUCTION  
          
What a busy and exciting second quarter it has been. From the release of the second edition of our Eco-Stars 

Magazine, to our Southern African Wildlife College scholarship students preparing to start their course at the 

beginning of July, with Eco-Clubs, Camps, day trips, Teacher Training and Adult Eco-Club Training in between, it has 

been a great few months.  Add to the mix our preparations for the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, and this newsletter makes 

for an exciting read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow 

reaching more children, more often and more positively.  

 

Please follow us for regular updates and heart-warming stories here:  

Children in the Wilderness news  

Facebook   

Instagram  

YouTube  

Twitter  

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/news
https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts
https://www.instagram.com/childreninthewilderness/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/WildernessSafaris
https://twitter.com/WeAreWilderness
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COUNTRY NEWS  
 

GREATER MAPUNGUBWE TRANSFRONTIER NATIONAL 

PARK (GMTFCA) 
 

Nedbank Tour de Tuli 

Tour de Wilderness and CITW South Africa have been preparing for the annual Nedbank Tour de Tuli, Children in the 

Wilderness’ biggest fundraising event. Four days and five nights of fantastic mountain biking in the Greater 

Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation Area (GMTFCA), all to raise money for CITW, kicks off with 320 riders cycle 

across 253 km of challenging and remote terrain in Botswana, Zimbabwe and South Africa between 27 July and 1 

August. All funds raised by the Tour are channelled directly into CITW.  

 

Read more about the Nedbank Tour de Tuli here. Be sure to keep track of this exciting event by following Tour de 

Tuli’s Facebook page and Instagram page.  

 

 

 

Eco-Mentor Training 

At the recent workshop held in our Johannesburg office, CITW Eco-Club Coordinators 

from the Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier National Conservation Area (GMTFCA) 

received a talk from Benjamin Mack, a supervisor in Wilderness Safaris Finance 

Department. Benji spoke to the workshop participants on the importance of budgeting 

in our personal lives and how budgeting can help us cope in difficult times.  His talk was 

well received by all and the participants felt this provided valuable and meaningful 

insight into an often ignored aspect of our lives.   

 

REGIONAL 
Eco-Stars second edition released 

CITW is thrilled to release the second edition of its annual Eco-Stars magazine, which not only reveals the inner 

workings of the CITW programme and the fabulous people behind the scenes, but most importantly the gifted 

children themselves – the Eco-Stars! 

 

For the last 16 years, CITW has focused on making a sustainable and positive difference in the lives of rural African 

schoolchildren and their families. This publication provides the ideal platform to tell some of these inspirational 

stories, from personal accounts from CITW Eco-Mentors, Eco-Club members and scholarship recipients, to collections 

http://www.tourdewilderness.com/nedbank-tour-de-tuli/
https://www.facebook.com/Tour-de-Wilderness-379416238881249/?fref=ts
https://www.instagram.com/tourdewilderness/
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of the children’s short stories, poetry and artwork. The magazine is available online, and will also be distributed at 

Wilderness Safaris camps throughout southern Africa. 

“We had a lot of fun putting together the second edition of our magazine and are proud of this jam-packed issue 

which is full of heart-warming stories from both children and adults on our programme. In addition to featuring lots 

of colourful stories about our new Eco-Club members and their school activities and projects, it also highlights the 

success of CITW by including personal accounts from previous CITW participants who have gone on to make it in the 

workplace and further their studies”, noted Janet Wilkinson, CITW Programme Manager.   

 

New things to look out for in this issue include CITW’s Adult Eco-Club programme and range of exciting livelihood 

diversification projects, a section on the YES (Youth Environmental Stewardship) Programme and an article 

highlighting the prestigious Nedbank Tour de Tuli mountain bike event – the main fundraiser for CITW. Another 

featured article covers CITW’s partnership with the South African Wildlife College (SAWC) which saw 16 students 

from Botswana, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe attend a six-month Conservation and Environmental bridging course 

in South Africa.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation consolidation workshop 

The CITW Regional Team met in Johannesburg in June to consolidate our Monitoring and Evaluation (M & E) learnings 

and tools from the February workshop, as well as to discuss other elements of the CITW programme. 

 

After our M & E workshop in February, each region undertook to 

develop a ‘Theory of Change’. A theory of change is a description how 

and why a desired change is expected to happen. It focuses on what 

needs to be done in order to achieve specific aims and visions, and 

bring about a desired change. In our case, this ‘change’ is to create a 

network of learning sanctuaries that uplifts and cares for our children 

and conserves our planet. In this way, we hope to inspire the children 

to care for the environment so that they can become the custodians 

of these areas in the future. It is our vision to develop sustainable 

conservation through leadership development. 

 

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/eco-stars/
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The M&E portion of the workshop was led by our very own James Mwanza and 

Symon Chibaka, who based their original theories of change on the Four-by-Four 

framework. We worked together under their facilitation, to create our general CITW 

framework. This will help us ensure that we are working towards our vision. It also 

allows us to monitor and evaluate the success of our programmes. 

 

 

Students arrive at the Southern African Wildlife College 

CITW has partnered with the Southern African Wildlife College (SAWC) to provide opportunities for CITW participants 

to build on their environmental education by attending a four-month Conservation and Environmental bridging 

course. The first group of 16 CITW students from Botswana, Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe attended the course last 

year.   This year, CITW and the SAWC have been given 20 bursaries for the bridging course. CITW have funded 4 

scholarships, while the SAWC have funded 16. CITW covered the cost of passports, visas, transport and 

accommodation to get to the college. Our students arrived in Johannesburg from Botswana, Malawi, Namibia, 

Zambia and Zimbabwe on the 7th July, and bundled excitedly into the SAWC bus on the 8th for the journey to the 

college in Hoedspruit. We are looking forward to seeing their progress over the next few months. Follow Children in 

the Wilderness online to follow their stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a particularly exciting initiative, as scholarships, internships and ultimately job creation form a huge part of 

CITW’s programme structure. Now, not only are we able to reach children throughout their school career through 

Eco-Clubs and annual camps, but we can continue the conservation journey of those that show a keen interest in 

environmental issues by providing them with the opportunity to expand on their knowledge and gain an accredited 

qualification at the one of the region’s leading conservation training institutions.  

 


