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INTRODUCTION  
 
The last three months of 2016 proved to be some of our busiest, with most regions holding their annual Children in the 

Wilderness camps, in between Eco-Club activities, community development projects, training and many other exciting 

initiatives.   

  

We held our second annual Tri-Nations Camp at Tshugulu Lodge in Mapungubwe National Park in South Africa. This 

brought together children from Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe, for four days of learning and fun. The aim of 

the Tri-Nations camp is part of an agreement to give back to the communities through which the Nedbank Tour de Tuli 

(CITW fundraising event) cycle ride traverses. 

 

It was also during this final quarter, that our beautiful Children in the Wilderness video was shot in Botswana. The 

video can be viewed on our website here: http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/what-is-children-in-the-

wilderness/  (a heads up – you might need to keep your Kleenex handy for this). We are exceptionally proud of this 

wonderful showcase of Children in the Wilderness.  

 

In March 2017, the second edition of our Eco-Stars Magazine will be coming out. The Eco-Stars magazine is packed 

full of information on some of our partners, as well as information on our main fundraising event - the Nedbank Tour 

de Tuli. We take a look at our Eco-Mentors, Eco-Club members and plenty of other inspiring stories from Children in 

the Wilderness.  

 

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow reaching 

more children, more often and more positively.  Please don’t forget to like Children in the Wilderness on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts for regular updates and heart-warming stories.  

 

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/what-is-children-in-the-wilderness/
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/what-is-children-in-the-wilderness/
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ZAMBEZI REGION: Zambia and Zimbabwe 
Christmas Cheer 

This story actually starts nine months before the 2016 Christmas season, with a Wilderness Safaris member of staff, 

Samantha Botes - a mother of two delightful little girls, and a Senior Journey Specialist in the Cape Town office 

sitting outside her office waiting to begin a day’s work and thinking how she could make a difference.  

 

As Samantha’s girls steadily grew she was in the habit of keeping the shoes they had outgrown in the hopes of being 

able to pass them on to children in need one day. Reading about Children in the Wilderness in one of the Wilderness 

coffee table books, Sam noticed that in the pictures of children at schools near Victoria Falls and Hwange, many 

children were without shoes. Sam decided that these Zimbabwean CITW schools would be the perfect recipients for 

the shoes she had collected.  

 

Expanding on this amazing idea, she contacted CITW Zimbabwe in Victoria Falls, who were delighted. CITW 

Zimbabwe assists with 10 rural schools in Zimbabwe where they did a survey and were amazed at the staggering 

number of children who walked the 5 to 10km to school each day barefoot. Sam wrote about her idea with a lovely 

appeal to Wilderness Safaris staff in Johannesburg and Cape Town, encouraging them to read her story during their 

coffee break and join her in her shoe collection. Her appeal was met with such enthusiasm that Sam said she 

decided to then reach out to her girls’ Kirstenhof Primary School, asking parents and children to collect their 

children’s outgrown shoes for this newly established project.  

The project took off and the shoes came flooding in. At her daughters’ suggestion, Sam put out a further appeal for 

new pairs of socks to accompany the shoes, which again was met with enthusiasm. As an added boost to the project 

Crocs came on board and kindly donated over 200 pairs of small sized Crocs. With over 500 pairs of shoes and 

plenty of brand new socks, the question was how to get them to Victoria Falls for distribution. Pickford’s very kindly 

came to the party, transporting them from Cape Town to Johannesburg. Holler Trade kindly joined the parade and 

took the shoes on the final leg to CITW in Victoria Falls. This was no small feat and it took almost a year to come to 

fruition. 

In the first week of December the CITW team distributed the shoes to those in need. What an absolutely wonderful 

and joyous occasion this was for both staff and children. The team watched in delight the faces and reactions of all 

the children – some feeling shoes on their feet for the first time. Our story comes as a warm reminder that if we all 

pull together, even the smallest idea or act of kindness, when shared amongst us all, can go a very long way to 

changing lives for the better.  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
CITW Zimbabwe - Emfundweni Primary School Library  

Emfundweni Primary School is situated just outside of Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe and was first established in 1958 

when a classroom block was built. In early 1990, Operation Raleigh assisted with the funding and building of another 

double classroom block as well as the school’s Early Childhood Development Centre (ECD).  
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The School has five qualified teaching staff and although not their first language, lessons are taught in English and the 

syllabus covers approximately ten subjects at Junior School level.  

 

Due to its location, this small rural school faces many challenges, one being the lack of text books and reading material 

for students and teachers. Long term friend of the School, David Taylor-Smith worked with Operation Raleigh in 1990 

when they built a two roomed classroom block, and in 2015 he and his family were instrumental in the refurbishment 

of this classroom block, which sadly was dilapidated after many years of neglect due to lack of funding- a common 

problem in most rural schools in Zimbabwe. With a vested interest in the continued development of this school, David 

and his family kindly initiated the donation of, much needed, leisure and educational books from Book Aid International. 

Coincidentally, Children in the Wilderness were organising book distribution to rural schools in Matabeleland North in 

conjunction with Books for Africa and The Zambezi Schoolbook Project and Emfundweni Primary School were on the 

distribution list.  

 

With an enviable collection of books now on hand at Emfundweni, a suitable room that would provide easy access to 

eager readers was required. Due to limited space at the school, it was decided to convert a storeroom, positioned 

between two classrooms, into a compact but functional Library. The Taylor-Smiths provided the funding to CITW for 

the conversion which included demolishing a central wall allowing for a larger space, plastering and painting of walls, 

installation of metal shelving that protect the books from the ever present termites.  

The school now proudly boasts a well-equipped library with a variety of books that are sure to whet any child’s appetite 

to read. This new and exciting development will most certainly help improve literacy amongst the children and the 

surrounding community.  

 

The Head Teacher, Praxedes Mushoriwa, was excited to open the newly installed Library to students, teaching staff 

and community members. The list of volumes include leisure readers, text books and a number of early literacy 

manuals that are vital tools to aid in teaching the English language to young children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Ready Packs 

The Grade Seven students at four schools in Matabeleland Region area of Zimbabwe were surprised and extremely 

happy to receive ‘exam ready packs’ containing stationery and a snack, sponsored by the Grand Circle Foundation 

(GCF) and organised by CITW. The packs were delivered to their schools just before they sat down to write the first of 

five National Final Exams, the intention being to let these students know that the GCF Travellers, who regularly visit 

their schools, were behind them all the way.  

 

 

OAT Travellers have been visiting these four schools for the past four years and the annual Grade 7 results per school 

have been recorded and compared showing an extremely pleasing increase in the pass rate every year by up to 10%.  

 

Headmistress Sefiwe Ndlovu of Jabulani remarks “not only have the GCF improved the infrastructure and the student 

welfare but they have brought English conversation in to our schools during their visits, our children are confident to 

speak in English, a real gift, as for many this is a second language but they need it to grow in the world today”  
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“The children will certainly do their best with this very kind gesture, Grand Circle – our friends - are certainly giving 

back to the world they travel” Mrs Dube, Headmistress St Mary’s Primary 

 

 
 
CITW Zambezi Region 2016 Soccer Clinic  

CITW first partnered with professional soccer player, Gordon Gilbert to launch Soccer in the Wilderness in 2013. .  

 

This year, Gordon graciously took time out from his busy schedule to visit Zimbabwe and Zambia once again, using 

soccer to promote conservation; by exposing the children to the importance of team work through the game itself and 

then spending time with the groups mentoring and teaching them about the value of nature and the impact this had on 

their future. The programme kicked off in Zambia, where Gordon spent time with four schools including Twabuka, 

Simoonga, Nalituwe and Holy Cross Primary, as well as a team from the local community 

of Sinde Village.  

 

Gordon then braved the intense summer heat and cycled across the border between 

Zambia and Zimbabwe carrying bags filled with donated soccer balls, before being 

transported to the remote area of Tsholotsho on the border of Hwange National Park, where 

he met children from rural Zimbabwean Schools, includingZiga and Kapane Primary School 

as well as Ngamo Primary and Secondary Schools.  
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CITW Zambezi region distributes sustainable footwear in conjunction with “The Shoe that Grows” 

Brandon Fraser contacted CITW in June 2016. He had found out about 

CITW online and was interested in assisting the Programme by 

supplying a unique and innovative gift of shoes for the underprivileged. 

The Shoe That Grows provides sustainable footwear made from high 

quality durable materials such as compressed rubber soles and anti-

bacterial adjustable synthetic tops that grow up to five sizes with the 

foot.  

 Children living in the remote rural areas of Zimbabwe and Zambia often do not have adequate sanitation or health 

care, and they struggle with proper hygiene, especially as their bare feet are so exposed. Many of these children travel 

substantial distances barefoot to get to and from school each day, often infected with disease and parasites that cause 

untold pain and discomfort; at times this affects them so badly that they cannot even make it to school.  

 

CITW work with ten rural primary schools in Zimbabwe, and seven in Zambia, with over 3,500 children under the age 

of 15. With thanks to Brandon’s generous donation, the first 50 pairs of shoes arrived in Zimbabwe for distribution to 

those children most in need in November 2016 and January 2017. Prior to distribution, CITW conducted a survey of 1 

600 students which showed that a staggering 45% of these children were wearing ill-fitting footwear, or in most cases, 

nothing at all.  

The excitement and joy on the children’s faces as the shoes were handed out was exceptionally heart-warming; some 

of the younger children, who had never owned a pair of shoes before and hardly knew their left from their right foot, 

found the sensation entertainingly strange. 

 

 


