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INTRODUCTION  
 
The last three months of 2016 proved to be some of our busiest, with most regions holding their annual Children in the 

Wilderness camps, in between Eco-Club activities, community development projects, training and many other exciting 

initiatives.   

  

We held our second annual Tri-Nations Camp at Tshugulu Lodge in Mapungubwe National Park in South Africa. This 

brought together children from Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe, for four days of learning and fun. The aim of 

the Tri-Nations camp is part of an agreement to give back to the communities through which the Nedbank Tour de Tuli 

(CITW fundraising event) cycle ride traverses. 

 

It was also during this final quarter, that our beautiful Children in the Wilderness video was shot in Botswana. The 

video can be viewed on our website here: http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/what-is-children-in-the-

wilderness/  (a heads up – you might need to keep your Kleenex handy for this). We are exceptionally proud of this 

wonderful showcase of Children in the Wilderness.  

 

In March 2017, the second edition of our Eco-Stars Magazine will be coming out. The Eco-Stars magazine is packed 

full of information on some of our partners, as well as information on our main fundraising event - the Nedbank Tour 

de Tuli. We take a look at our Eco-Mentors, Eco-Club members and plenty of other inspiring stories from Children in 

the Wilderness.  

 

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow reaching 

more children, more often and more positively.  Please don’t forget to like Children in the Wilderness on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts for regular updates and heart-warming stories.  

 

 

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/what-is-children-in-the-wilderness/
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/what-is-children-in-the-wilderness/
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COUNTRY NEWS  
 

BOTSWANA 
Beetsha and Gunotsoga Adult Eco-Clubs  

The Children in the Wilderness team went on follow up visits, together with the Ministry of Agriculture, to our Beetsha 

and Gunotsoga Adult Eco-Clubs. The main objective of the follow up visits was to check on the projects that are being 

done by the Adult Eco-Clubs, and also to provide them with training as to how to use the milling machine. 

 

 

 
It was interesting to see how the members of the groups were active and eager to learn how to make their projects a 

success. Despite the unavoidable challenges many of our Eco-Club members face, CITW and Mr Ntsie from the 

Ministry of Agriculture have had a great impact on their projects, and have hence helped improve their lifestyles.  

 
Shashe Primary School 

On the 14th of November 2016, guests visited Shashe Eco-Club to share information about what they are doing as 

environmentalists. The main aim of the visit was to gather information on how people in Botswana live and take care 

of their wildlife. Charles and his daughter Olivia, from the US were eager to visit Shashe Primary School, as Olivia is 

doing a project on Children in the Wilderness Eco-Clubs in Botswana. They had been reading about our Eco-Clubs 

and wanted to see first-hand how things work in our Eco-Club schools.  

 

The school’s Deputy Head welcomed the guests and gave them some background on Shashe Primary School. The 

school’s Eco-Club then had a chance to present their projects to the guests.  The guests were excited about the 

presentations from the children and adults in our Eco-Clubs.   

 
 
The guests then had a chance to report back. Charles mentioned that he will spread the word about our CITW 

programme in the USA and he encouraged Shashe Eco-Club members to become tourism ambassadors and 

mentioned that they are lucky to be taught about the environment and nature. The children were encouraged to create 

employment for other people – to become entrepreneurs in their communities. Olivia said that she had learnt a great 

deal about Eco-Clubs, and said that she will use her project to tell her community in America about what Botswana is 

doing in terms of conservation and the protection of nature. The guests were given beaded Botswana flags as a token 

of appreciation.  
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End of Year Camps 2016 

Children in the Wilderness hosted a total of 84 children and 9 teachers during the annual camps held in 

September/October and November/December 2016. Children in the Wilderness had some of its annual camp from the 

25th September to 2nd October 2016 at Santawani Camp. We hosted 54 children and 6 teachers in total, split between 

two groups of three nights each. The children flew from Seronga to Santawani Camp. As CITW Botswana works closely 

with the Ministry of Education, Lesley Kehitilwe representing the Ministry of Education, was one of our Eco-Mentors 

on camp at Santawani. 

 

CITW hosted its second annual camp at Jacana Camp from 26 November to the 4th of December 2016. We hosted 

32 children and 3 teachers (from Tubu, Shashe and Sankuyo Primary schools) in total, split between two groups of 

three nights each. The children flew from Maun to Jacana Camp in the Okavango Delta. A few of our colleagues from 

the South African Children in the Wilderness Team joined the November camp: Warren Smart and  

Caroline Culbert as photographers and videographers, and Regional Programme Coordinator and Eco-Mentor 

Bongani Baloyi.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREATER MAPUNGUBWE TRANSFRONTIER NATIONAL 
PARK (GMTFCA) 
CITW Tri-Nations Camp December 2016 - Tshugulu Lodge, Mapungubwe National Park, South Africa 

This was the second time CITW hosted a camp with children from three different countries, namely Botswana, South 

Africa, and Zimbabwe. This is part of an agreement to give back to the communities through which the Nedbank Tour 

de Tuli cycle ride traverses. The Nedbank Tour de Tuli is the main fundraising event hosted by Tour de Wilderness for 

Children in the Wilderness. The three night Tri-Nations camp took place at Tshugulu Lodge in Mapungubwe National 

Park.  

 

Camp programme 

Each child received t-shirts, toiletries, stationery, a hat, a water bottle and a work book in a back pack and then 

proceeded to make a Tippy Tap. This is a simple and hygienic device which uses a 5litreplastic bottle to wash hands 

with soap and running water. This was used for the duration of the camp. The children, assisted by their teachers, 

were required to sing their country’s national anthem and tell everyone some interesting facts about their county, 

including major tourism attractions.  At this point we were visited by a group of journalists from South Africa, Botswana 

and Zimbabwe hosted by Boundless Africa (SA Department of Environmental Affairs). Much to the children’s surprise 

and delight, a Mother Bear teddy bear was waiting on each child’s bed when they went to bed on the first night.  

 

The children visited the Mapungubwe Interpretation Centre where SANPark’s Kwena Mabala hosted the group, sharing 

the rich heritage stories around Mapungubwe during the museum tour. Various games throughout the camp had the 

children thinking about how they use resources. 

The media group talked to the children about tourism and various ecotourism careers. It was the first time any of the 

children got to hear what it takes to be a journalist, work in the Department of Environmental Affairs and to work for a 
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tourism company such as Wilderness Safaris. The children visited the Confluence of the Limpopo and Shashe rivers 

and did the Treetop Walk and loved standing on the Confluence decks looking out over their three countries. 

 

The daily highlight throughout the camp, was the awarding of SUPER CAMPER awards (Struik books) which celebrate 

the children’s successes and strengths, helping them understand their own unique strengths. 

 

Here is what the children thought of the Tri-Nations camp: 

One thing I will remember about camp is respecting and caring and to respect environment also.  Mojo 14years - South 

Africa.  

 

I had fun with people from different countries.  It was absolutely fun!  I would like to learn more about life with the 

wildlife.  I would like to make a difference by changing mindsets.  It will be my theme for next year so I will include 

every lesson I learnt here to my big Adventure 2017 Action plan.  Jonathan 15years – Botswana. 

 

The most important thing is respecting each other and to have perseverance. I will make a difference by showing 

people that I am an Eco-Club member, keeping the environment tidy, making tip taps and to be kindness.  Tapelo 13 

years – Zimbabwe. 

 

Bringing delight to rural Botswana with Pack for a Purpose 

 During a scouting trip of possible cycling routes for the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, 

representatives of the Children in the Wilderness programme travelled 

through the village of Mabolwe in Botswana. The team visited the local 

primary school in the village, and arrived with a suitcase filled with stationery 

and clothes for the children.   

 

The donations handed over were done on behalf of the caring, generous 

Wilderness Safaris guests who so kindly bring resources and clothing with their 

own luggage for the rural communities of Africa, as recommended through the 

Pack-for-a-Purpose website. 

 
 

MALAWI 
CITW Malawi Reforestation Project 2016 

CITW Eco-Club and YES Club members were engaged in the planting of, and caring for, trees of different species. 

The main activities took place at Nanthomba Centre which feeds four schools and over ten villages.Between April and 

December 2016, Nanthomba center managed to raise 15 000 seedlings of different tree and fruit species. The 

seedlings will be distributed in January 2017 to the registered schools, village conservation groups and interested 

individuals. Eco-Club members from Nanthomba, Kavunguti, Kafulafula and Mlambe Primary Schools and YES Club 

members from Nanthomba center participated in this initiative.  

 

The general survival rate of planted trees in Malawi as researched by Government is 35%. The Nanthomba Eco-Club 
and YES members would like to come up with a system so that their trees’ survival rate gets to 50% and above. This 
involves: 

 Education on choosing the right place to plant the trees 

 Education on planting and caring for the planted trees 

 Joint supervision and monitoring of the planted trees  

 Introduction of awards given to those hitting 60% above survival 

rate. This will only be available to those who have planted 100 

seedlings or more. 
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Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES) Projects 

Over the fourth quarter of 2016, YES projects in Malawi included the following:  

 

Helping the needy:  Elderly people needing support in communities were identified. Small projects were rolled out to 

help them where needed. Activities included constructing toilets, bathrooms, maintaining roofs and clearing and 

cleaning their homesteads.  

 

Helping with the running of Eco-Clubs: Working together with the Eco-Club Teacher, members of YES helped in 

organization and running of Eco-Clubs. 

 

Educational and awareness trips: The Chihame YES Club took a trip to Chikale (Nkhatabay lakeshore communities). 
The objectives of this trip were to: 

1. Spread the message of conservation along the lakeshore communities of Nkhatabay 

2. To register YES activities with the lakeshore communities 

3. To challenge fellow youth of Chikale communities to follow the YES motive 
 

This trip was organised and sponsored by members of YES themselves. They wanted to demonstrate the power of 

sharing what they have learnt with their own communities.  

 

The trip took place on November 12th 2016 and 22 youth participated. By the end of the trip, the youth: 

 Met with over 400 people along Chikale Lakeshore area 

 They felt that they had communicated their message well, through skits, songs, poems and various games. 

 They registered the interest of over 20 youth who wanted them to come and assist them in starting their own 

youth programmes 

 They had great fun interacting with the communities, playing games and swimming in the lake 
 

The YES members felt inspired, and would like to run more initiatives like this in the future.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CITW Camp Programme 2016 - Mvuu Camp – Liwonde (5th to 15th of December 2016) 

 The camp hosted 36 children (aged between 11 and 13), 30 youth (former CITW children) and Community 
leaders in order for them to deepen their understanding of wildlife and their own roles in conservation. 
 

The camp programme started on 5th of December. The first group of 30 campers were YES members from all CITW 

zones (Southern and Northern Malawi). These are youth who have been 

growing within the CITW programme from the early years of the CITW 

program (from 2004 to 2012). They joined the programme when they were in 

primary school. Currently most of them are in Secondary Schools, 

Universities/colleges and some are working. 

 

The youth used their timeon camp to come up with their general curriculum 

and policies of running their YES programme. From other activities, they also 

studied wildlife and the general environment (ecosystem) of Liwonde National 
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Park. From these activities, each leader came up with a wild animal and a plant of their choice (The Wildlife of My 

Heart), which they followed and learnt more about so that they were experts on their chosen wildlife species. 

 

Of the 30, ten were selected and orientated to join camp mentors in running an Eco-Club Camp for children (Eco-Club 

members 11 to 13 years old) which was starting soon after the youth camp. 

On the last day of camp, seven Traditional Authorities, District Commissioners from around Liwonde National Park 

and one official from African Parks joined the camp. They arrived in the morning so that they had a chance to 

participate, meet and interact with the youth. It was great to hear and see how both sides (Traditional Authorities and 

the youth) were learning from each other. 

 

Their presence and talking to the participants was of great value. They inspired the youth and the children in camp. 

These people also shared with the participants a lot about their greatest wish, which is to see the Park and its wildlife 

being conserved, both for ecotourism and the general good of the local people. They pledged to the CITW children 

and youth their total support and willingness to work together. 

 

From 10th to 14th of December, we hosted 36 children aged between 

11 and 13. These were from CITW affiliated primary schools around 

Liwonde National Park. They were the selected Eco-Club members. 

The children covered many topics, which included the following: 

 Wildlife vs domestic living resources 

 Interdependencies among wildlife in Liwonde National Park 

 The concept of shooting with a camera and not with guns 

 Life skills and meeting my role models  

 My role in the process of wildlife conservation  

Mr. Wells Sakala, the country Director of HELP Malawi, was invited to represent HELP during the meetings with the 

TAs, DCs and African Parks. He also had a chance to speak to the YES youth about working hard in school and being 

lovers and conservers of wildlife.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Debora Banda and Mercy Mapiko  
Debora and Mercy, our own CITW 
products, are YES members from 
Bandawe Center, and are now in 
University at Nursing Colleges.  
They were our camp medical 
nurses, checking all medical, health 
and general wellbeing of camp 
participants. We are excited that we 
no longer need to hire outside 
medical experts to come and assist 
us run a safe camp. 
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CITW Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES) Programme 

As of 10th January, the CITW YES program for our northern zone is now officially registered with the District Council 

of Nkhatabay.  

The youth showcased their knowledge and involvement in environmental education in various ways, which included: 

 Their annual open day event attended by District officers 

 Awareness campaigns through visiting primary schools and educating students on a number of topics 

 Newsletter publications 

 Social work in their own communities 

 Plus many more activities which have made them qualified members of youth programs at District level. 

 

This means that: 

 The youth could potentially be hired and used as to communicate their projects and involvement in the 

environment  in the local District and the entire Northern Region 

 They could be considered for various funding opportunities at District level 

 They have the support and backup from the District Council on all their activities which they plan and roll out 

 They could be considered for further training in environmental and life skills areas 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NAMIBIA 
 

Petrus Lazarus – CITW camper to airstrip supervisor 

Petrus Lazarus was a CITW camper who progressed through the Wilderness Safaris Namibia training system, to 

become arguably the most qualified barman in Namibia - he has an honours degree in Tourism. He is currently the 

Doro Nawas airstrip supervisor, where, based on guest feedback, arrivals and departures have become even more 

fun, especially thanks to the new coffee station he has installed.  In his own words: 

 

“I'm Petrus Lazarus - a proud CITW product. I first joined CITW in 2004 

at Desert Rhino camp. I attended my follow-up camp in 2006. I'm proud 

to join the program as it teaches us a lot career-wise, HIV and AIDS 

awareness, exposure and the opportunity to explore our country. As the 

years go on, I keep a strong bond with CITW, giving me nice ideas, 

encouragement and monitoring my school work. I studied hard until I 

finished at The International University of Management where I achieved 

my honours degree in Travel Tourism and Hospitality last year. I’m 

currently working for Wilderness Safaris as a Supervisor of Doro Nawas 

airstrip. Very happy for CITW as they made my dream come true and 

helped drive my life to where I am today." 
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Annual Eco-Club Camp – December 2016 

The December 2016 camp had 48 Eco-Club participants and 15 Youth 

Environmental Stewardship (YES) mentors, as well as tent leaders. The camp 

consisted of eight participating schools. This year we also had one youth from 

the Torra Conservancy who is interested in becoming a guide 

 

As we are always looking to improve our CITW offering to the children, we 

decided to include a few more activities to the usual nature drives, walks, games 

and in-house learning activities we offer each year.  

 

The children were given a brief history of the northern Namib dessert and its role in Namibian conservation, introduced 

to small and big inhabitants of the area and finally informed of the role the youth have in sustainable development. 

Various games and activities throughout the four day camp taught children about their environment, and how to protect 

it.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The group was taken to Twyfelfontein. They were extremely excited about visiting the heritage site and enjoyed a fun-

filled journey into Namibian history and the significance of ancestral knowledge to understanding nature, and their role 

in conservation. The children also visited the Organ Pipes and Burnt Mountain. Just a short walk from the Organ Pipes 

is a small inselberg named Burnt Mountain, proclaimed a national monument on 15 September 1956. The reason for 

its name is evident in the early mornings and late evenings when the rays of the sun seem to set the mountain ablaze. 

During the day, however, the inselberg is just a normal black colour, as if the morning fire has burnt it to ashes. 
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The children enjoyed drives where the guides focused on the flora, fauna, climate, adaptation and ephemeral rivers of 
the north-west.  

 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Blankets for Mandela 

On 18th July 2016Wilderness Safari’s Staff took part in the “Blankets for Mandela” campaign to commemorate the life 

of the legendary Nelson Mandela.  

Over 250 squares were knitted and then crocheted into 8 beautiful blankets. These, together with other goodies and 

soft toys, were handed over by the CITW team and three Wilderness Safaris staff members, to the Dzulani 

orphanage home in Vosloorus, south of Johannesburg. A special thank you goes to Michelle Puddu who donated 4 

extra blankets and who also led the crocheting project. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Gift of Sight – Partnership between Rocktail Camp and Flying for Life 

“It’s so colourful!” Those were Mr Mphika Nlonzi’s words to Rocktail Camp, when he tried on his first pair of glasses 

and looked around the rolling hills of his Local Community, KwaMpukane. 

 

On Saturday 3rd December 2016, two Optometrists from Nelspruit, Wim Lottering and Bonita, Paul and Kathy Middleton 

from Mercy Air, flew into Rocktail with all the necessary equipment and glasses to see 200 people. 

 

On arrival at the community hall there were already about 60 people waiting, people who, like Mr Nhlonzi, never knew 

what it is like to see clearly, or to be able to read clearly.  

 

One by one, everyone was seen by the optometrists, getting their eyes checked, issuing glasses and giving advice 

and information.  
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Even one of the Rocktail Camp staff members, Thanda, received a pair of 

reading glasses.  

 

At the end of a very successful and emotional day, nearly 100 people had 

been seen, including Rocktail Camp staff members, and children. Nearly 

80 pairs of glasses were handed out. 
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ZAMBEZI REGION: Zambia and Zimbabwe 
Christmas Cheer 

This story actually starts nine months before the 2016 Christmas season, with a Wilderness Safaris member of staff, 

Samantha Botes - a mother of two delightful little girls, and a Senior Journey Specialist in the Cape Town office 

sitting outside her office waiting to begin a day’s work and thinking how she could make a difference.  

 

As Samantha’s girls steadily grew she was in the habit of keeping the shoes they had outgrown in the hopes of being 

able to pass them on to children in need one day. Reading about Children in the Wilderness in one of the Wilderness 

coffee table books, Sam noticed that in the pictures of children at schools near Victoria Falls and Hwange, many 

children were without shoes. Sam decided that these Zimbabwean CITW schools would be the perfect recipients for 

the shoes she had collected.  

 

Expanding on this amazing idea, she contacted CITW Zimbabwe in Victoria Falls, who were delighted. CITW 

Zimbabwe assists with 10 rural schools in Zimbabwe where they did a survey and were amazed at the staggering 

number of children who walked the 5 to 10km to school each day barefoot. Sam wrote about her idea with a lovely 

appeal to Wilderness Safaris staff in Johannesburg and Cape Town, encouraging them to read her story during their 

coffee break and join her in her shoe collection. Her appeal was met with such enthusiasm that Sam said she 

decided to then reach out to her girls’ Kirstenhof Primary School, asking parents and children to collect their 

children’s outgrown shoes for this newly established project.  

The project took off and the shoes came flooding in. At her daughters’ suggestion, Sam put out a further appeal for 

new pairs of socks to accompany the shoes, which again was met with enthusiasm. As an added boost to the project 

Crocs came on board and kindly donated over 200 pairs of small sized Crocs. With over 500 pairs of shoes and 

plenty of brand new socks, the question was how to get them to Victoria Falls for distribution. Pickford’s very kindly 

came to the party, transporting them from Cape Town to Johannesburg. Holler Trade kindly joined the parade and 

took the shoes on the final leg to CITW in Victoria Falls. This was no small feat and it took almost a year to come to 

fruition. 

In the first week of December the CITW team distributed the shoes to those in need. What an absolutely wonderful 

and joyous occasion this was for both staff and children. The team watched in delight the faces and reactions of all 

the children – some feeling shoes on their feet for the first time. Our story comes as a warm reminder that if we all 

pull together, even the smallest idea or act of kindness, when shared amongst us all, can go a very long way to 

changing lives for the better.  

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
CITW Zimbabwe - Emfundweni Primary School Library  

Emfundweni Primary School is situated just outside of Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe and was first established in 1958 

when a classroom block was built. In early 1990, Operation Raleigh assisted with the funding and building of another 

double classroom block as well as the school’s Early Childhood Development Centre (ECD).  
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The School has five qualified teaching staff and although not their first language, lessons are taught in English and the 

syllabus covers approximately ten subjects at Junior School level.  

 

Due to its location, this small rural school faces many challenges, one being the lack of text books and reading material 

for students and teachers. Long term friend of the School, David Taylor-Smith worked with Operation Raleigh in 1990 

when they built a two roomed classroom block, and in 2015 he and his family were instrumental in the refurbishment 

of this classroom block, which sadly was dilapidated after many years of neglect due to lack of funding- a common 

problem in most rural schools in Zimbabwe. With a vested interest in the continued development of this school, David 

and his family kindly initiated the donation of, much needed, leisure and educational books from Book Aid International. 

Coincidentally, Children in the Wilderness were organising book distribution to rural schools in Matabeleland North in 

conjunction with Books for Africa and The Zambezi Schoolbook Project and Emfundweni Primary School were on the 

distribution list.  

 

With an enviable collection of books now on hand at Emfundweni, a suitable room that would provide easy access to 

eager readers was required. Due to limited space at the school, it was decided to convert a storeroom, positioned 

between two classrooms, into a compact but functional Library. The Taylor-Smiths provided the funding to CITW for 

the conversion which included demolishing a central wall allowing for a larger space, plastering and painting of walls, 

installation of metal shelving that protect the books from the ever present termites.  

The school now proudly boasts a well-equipped library with a variety of books that are sure to whet any child’s appetite 

to read. This new and exciting development will most certainly help improve literacy amongst the children and the 

surrounding community.  

 

The Head Teacher, Praxedes Mushoriwa, was excited to open the newly installed Library to students, teaching staff 

and community members. The list of volumes include leisure readers, text books and a number of early literacy 

manuals that are vital tools to aid in teaching the English language to young children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Ready Packs 

The Grade Seven students at four schools in Matabeleland Region area of Zimbabwe were surprised and extremely 

happy to receive ‘exam ready packs’ containing stationery and a snack, sponsored by the Grand Circle Foundation 

(GCF) and organised by CITW. The packs were delivered to their schools just before they sat down to write the first of 

five National Final Exams, the intention being to let these students know that the GCF Travellers, who regularly visit 

their schools, were behind them all the way.  

 

 

OAT Travellers have been visiting these four schools for the past four years and the annual Grade 7 results per school 

have been recorded and compared showing an extremely pleasing increase in the pass rate every year by up to 10%.  

 

Headmistress Sefiwe Ndlovu of Jabulani remarks “not only have the GCF improved the infrastructure and the student 

welfare but they have brought English conversation in to our schools during their visits, our children are confident to 

speak in English, a real gift, as for many this is a second language but they need it to grow in the world today”  
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“The children will certainly do their best with this very kind gesture, Grand Circle – our friends - are certainly giving 

back to the world they travel” Mrs Dube, Headmistress St Mary’s Primary 

 

 
 
CITW Zambezi Region 2016 Soccer Clinic  

CITW first partnered with professional soccer player, Gordon Gilbert to launch Soccer in the Wilderness in 2013. .  

 

This year, Gordon graciously took time out from his busy schedule to visit Zimbabwe and Zambia once again, using 

soccer to promote conservation; by exposing the children to the importance of team work through the game itself and 

then spending time with the groups mentoring and teaching them about the value of nature and the impact this had on 

their future. The programme kicked off in Zambia, where Gordon spent time with four schools including Twabuka, 

Simoonga, Nalituwe and Holy Cross Primary, as well as a team from the local community 

of Sinde Village.  

 

Gordon then braved the intense summer heat and cycled across the border between 

Zambia and Zimbabwe carrying bags filled with donated soccer balls, before being 

transported to the remote area of Tsholotsho on the border of Hwange National Park, where 

he met children from rural Zimbabwean Schools, includingZiga and Kapane Primary School 

as well as Ngamo Primary and Secondary Schools.  
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CITW Zambezi region distributes sustainable footwear in conjunction with “The Shoe that Grows” 

Brandon Fraser contacted CITW in June 2016. He had found out about 

CITW online and was interested in assisting the Programme by 

supplying a unique and innovative gift of shoes for the underprivileged. 

The Shoe That Grows provides sustainable footwear made from high 

quality durable materials such as compressed rubber soles and anti-

bacterial adjustable synthetic tops that grow up to five sizes with the 

foot.  

 Children living in the remote rural areas of Zimbabwe and Zambia often do not have adequate sanitation or health 

care, and they struggle with proper hygiene, especially as their bare feet are so exposed. Many of these children travel 

substantial distances barefoot to get to and from school each day, often infected with disease and parasites that cause 

untold pain and discomfort; at times this affects them so badly that they cannot even make it to school.  

 

CITW work with ten rural primary schools in Zimbabwe, and seven in Zambia, with over 3,500 children under the age 

of 15. With thanks to Brandon’s generous donation, the first 50 pairs of shoes arrived in Zimbabwe for distribution to 

those children most in need in November 2016 and January 2017. Prior to distribution, CITW conducted a survey of 1 

600 students which showed that a staggering 45% of these children were wearing ill-fitting footwear, or in most cases, 

nothing at all.  

The excitement and joy on the children’s faces as the shoes were handed out was exceptionally heart-warming; some 

of the younger children, who had never owned a pair of shoes before and hardly knew their left from their right foot, 

found the sensation entertainingly strange. 

 


