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INTRODUCTION  
 
The third quarter of 2016 was once again full of activities related to Children in the Wilderness, community development 

and culture, including annual CITW camps, Eco-Club activities, development projects and trainings.  With the focus of 

the CITW programme being on environmental education we try and partner with many other organisations to enhance 

and support our programme in numerous other areas.  Some of our partners, amongst many others, include Mother 

Bear Project, Pack for a Purpose, Ducere Foundation, Southern African Wildlife College and Qhubeka.  The next issue 

of our CITW Eco-Stars magazine (to be published in January 2017) will also include information on some of our 

partners, as well as information on our main fundraising event, the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, our Eco-Mentors, Eco-Club 

members and lots of other exciting information.  

 

 
 

 

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow reaching 

more children, more often and more positively.  Please don’t forget to like Children in the Wilderness on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts for regular updates and heart-warming stories.  
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COUNTRY NEWS  
 

SOUTH AFRICA 
CITW South Africa annual camp at Rocktail Camp 
We hosted another successful annual camp at Rocktail Beach Camp for 6 girls and 6 boys from each of the schools - 

Vululwazi and Kwamqobela Primary Schools.  A teacher from each school also attended.  The extremely overcast, 

windy and sometimes rainy weather did not deter and the outdoor activities included beach games and a trip to Lake 

Sibaya.  Leadership Values, teambuilding, Web of Life / Food Chains, Turtles and the Importance of Trees were 

included in the programme and the children delighted in making biscuits during the Careers module and receiving 

Super Camper Awards.   

 

We gave Given Mbonambi (CITW Eco-Club Coordinator for Rocktail) the opportunity to be Camp Director.  Further 

opportunity and mentor training will refine her skills and she should be able to direct camps without supervision 

relatively soon.  Symon Chibaka (CITW Malawi Programme Coordinator) and Bongani Baloyi (CITW regional) were 

encouraging and patient giving Given guidance and suggestions on being a Camp Director.   Rocktail Camp staff took 

on the roles of the Eco-Mentors doubling as tent-, team- and activity leaders.  All other RBC staff were left to perform 

their normal jobs, which worked really well. 

Wilderness Safaris Johannesburg office blanket making 
On 18 July 2016, Wilderness Safaris commemorated the life of Nelson Mandela by knitting 

squares to make blankets for Dzulani Orphanage which is located in Vosloorus, south of 

Johannesburg. A total of 130 squares have been knitted to date. Michelle Puddu of 

Wilderness Safaris is currently leading a team of staff members who are crocheting the 

squares into beautiful blankets. The crocheting is still continuing and to date, Michelle's 

team has made 7 beautiful blankets. Once the crocheting has been completed, the CITW 

team will hand the blankets to Dzulani Orphanage. 

CITW Bovet School Eco-Mentor Training Workshop 
Children in the Wilderness’ Bongani Baloyi hosted a two-day training workshop for 17 educators (including a deputy 

principal) at our Johannesburg offices last month.  The purpose of the workshop was to introduce the teachers to 

Children in the Wilderness and its programmes as well as to train them to become Eco-Mentors by upgrading skills in 

their environmental understanding so that they are able to start and run Eco-Clubs; also to enable them to better 

implement school and village environmental projects and initiatives.  Bovet Primary school is our newest partner school 

in the Johannesburg area. 

 

Some of the topics covered included: 

 what Eco-Clubs are and why to form them 

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/
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 what is an Eco-Mentor and what does it mean to be an Eco-Mentor 

 CITW teaching and learning styles such as the Flow Learning Technique and Intentional Programming, Enquiry-
based Learning as well as Learning Modalities 

 Eco-Club curriculum and how to use the curriculum book as well as how to conduct lesson plans and activities. 
 

Quotes from some of the teachers 
“In particular, I have learnt about the web of life, which means we need each other in life and we must respect the 

ecosystems, the environment and all natural things.” – Mudzimu TS, Deputy Principal. 

“My expectations were met. I now look forward to starting an Eco-Club at our school and make awareness on how to 

save the environment” – J Mashava. 

Bovet Primary School CITW Eco-Clubs, Alexandra 
Selection of Eco-Club members at Bovet Primary School was concluded in September 2016.  A total of 154 children 

in Grades 5, 6 and 7 joined the Eco-Club. To ensure that the Eco-Clubs are manageable and sessions are effective 

and more interactive, the group has been divided into two Eco-Clubs with Eco-Club sessions planned to take place 

every Wednesday. Four Eco-Club teachers have been selected to run and manage the Eco-Clubs with two being the 

main Eco-Club teachers and two as their assistants. These teachers were selected amongst the 17 teachers who 

participated in our Eco-Mentor training held in Johannesburg in July 2016. 

CITW/Dūcere Book Launch, Makuleke village, South Africa 
July saw the launch of the African Children Stories – The Makuleke Collection.  The event took place at Makuleke 

Primary School in Makuleke village, Limpopo Province.  It was the result of a collaboration between CITW and the 

Dūcere Foundation, who are partnering with us through the Dūcere African Children’s Stories Programme.  The 

programme is aimed at enhancing literacy levels in children across Africa by promoting story writing, creative writing 

and the capturing of oral traditions. 

 

Children in the Wilderness Makuleke Youth Environmental Stewardship Workshop August 2016 
We were delighted to catch up with some of the high school children who have participated on the CITW camps at 

Pafuri Trails since 2013.  In our workshop with these Makuleke children, the focus was life skills, tertiary education and 

entrepreneurship.   

These children are the CITW Makuleke YES group and have quietly been trying to make a difference in their 

communities.  For example, some of them got together to do a door-to-door clean up in their village for their 67 minutes 

for Madiba.  The workshop covered three main topics; The River of Life, Grow Your Own Money and I Want To Be A 

…    Lindy Nieuwenhuizen, a diehard Tour de tuli and CITW volunteer, hosted The River of Life sessions where children 

create their own picture that reflects how they see what has been significant in shaping the direction of their lives.    
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CITW’s Bongani Baloyi (also a Makuleke) hosted the Grow Your Own Money sessions where children learned about 

square metre gardening and the value of growing and trading vegetables in the square metre.  The financial aspect of 

these sessions proved thought provoking – how much does your household currently spend on fresh vegetables and 

how you can save this money growing your own. 

Janet Wilkinson (CITW SA programme coordinator) facilitated the I Want To Be A … sessions which provided 

information on study paths and options for tertiary education and ways to fund this education.  Children were 

encouraged to do further research into their dream careers and study paths required.   Information was provided to 

encourage considering ‘Plan E’ – become an entrepreneur, start your own small business. 

Although the three topics touched on tough issues like money (or rather lack thereof) and dealing with disappointment 

of disappearing dreams, the children remained upbeat and focused on the many positives.  After lunch, we held a 

thoroughly enjoyable and fun quiz with questions from things children had learned on their various camps.  For us 

mentors, it was encouraging to see how much children had remembered much from camps. 

Dividing themselves into smaller groups, each group brainstormed acts of kindness and ways to volunteer within their 

communities and undertook to hold monthly YES meetings to implement these.   Ideas included filling road potholes 

with sand to help passing motorists starting a community vegetable garden, making tippy taps, planting more trees, 

and helping old people and poorer people in the community. We ended the day with a slide show of memories from all 

of the CITW Pafuri Trails camps which was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.   Each child went home with various 

packets of vegetable seeds to “grow their own money”. 

Some quotes from the children’s workshop feedback forms 

 CITW has helped me know how to correctly choose my dream career and the best institution – LLOYD (18) 

 CITW has taught me life skills I need to achieve my goals - DESTINY (16) 

 It has taught me the values of leadership – DESTINY (16) 

 It has taught me to respect others – PHANUEL (16) 

 It has made me proud and believe in myself that I can make it whether I do have money or I don’t have money 

– JESSICA (17) 

 It helped me to know that I don’t go to university I can start my small business and make my own money to 

make a living – THULISILE JUDITH (17) 

Children in the Wilderness partners with Qhubeka  
Children in the Wilderness (CITW) is proud to announce its partnership with Qhubeka’s Scholar Mobility Programme 

to ensure the donation and delivery of 250 bicycles to underprivileged learners at N’wanati High School in Limpopo’s 

Makuleke Community.  The 250 bicycles will be donated to learners from CITW’s Eco-Club at N’wanati High School; 

those who have achieved good academic results and demonstrated their ongoing commitment to giving back to their 

community and to the environment. CITW will facilitate the community liaison required to set up a Bicycle Supervisory 

Committee (BSC) to ensure the sustainability of the programme, and to identify the beneficiaries and field mechanics 

who will be trained to maintain the bicycles for future personal financial gain. 
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Qhubeka will be responsible for the procurement, assembly, delivery and distribution of the bicycles and the spare part 

set-up kits, as well as the training of the field mechanic trainees as selected by the BSC. According to Sarah Phaweni, 

Qhubeka’s Executive Director, “Our bicycles will not only give these learners a means of getting to school but will also 

help to save time on their commute which they can in turn use to study, help with chores or even play with friends. We 

are always excited to partner with other organisations wanting to create a better life for the children of South Africa 

and are therefore really looking forward to working closely with CITW to ensure the delivery of the bicycles to the 

school in February 2017”. 

Qhubeka is an Nguni word that means ‘to move forward’ or ‘to progress’, with transport being a fundamental element 

of development. Most of Africa’s rural population has no access to transport and people have to walk long distances 

to access opportunity, education, healthcare, shops and community services. Rural schoolchildren are particularly 

badly affected by lack of mobility. Having a bicycle helps to change lives by increasing the distance people can travel, 

what they can carry, where they can go and how fast they can get there. 

Johannesburg office staff donations delivered to Makuleke village 
Our Johannesburg office has a donation box in the CITW office into which we have encouraged all Wilderness 

employees to donate whatever they no longer want. The response from our generous staff was overwhelming with 

items such as educational books, toys, clothes, shoes, socks, etc. provided.  In September, Rhulani Ngwenyama 

(Makuleke Eco-Club Coordinator) and Bongani Baloyi (Regional Programme Coordinator) handed over the gifts at 

three pre-schools in the Makuleke community: Makahlule Early Learning Centre, Jamela Pre-school and Qaza Day 

Care Centre. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/bongani.baloyi.00

