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INTRODUCTION  
 
The third quarter of 2016 was once again full of activities related to Children in the Wilderness, community development 

and culture, including annual CITW camps, Eco-Club activities, development projects and trainings.  With the focus of 

the CITW programme being on environmental education we try and partner with many other organisations to enhance 

and support our programme in numerous other areas.  Some of our partners, amongst many others, include Mother 

Bear Project, Pack for a Purpose, Ducere Foundation, Southern African Wildlife College and Qhubeka.  The next issue 

of our CITW Eco-Stars magazine (to be published in January 2017) will also include information on some of our 

partners, as well as information on our main fundraising event, the Nedbank Tour de Tuli, our Eco-Mentors, Eco-Club 

members and lots of other exciting information.  

 

 
 

 

Thank you to all our donors, staff, partners and volunteers who ensure that our programme continues to grow reaching 

more children, more often and more positively.  Please don’t forget to like Children in the Wilderness on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Childreninthewilderness?fref=ts for regular updates and heart-warming stories.  
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COUNTRY NEWS  
 

BOTSWANA  
The shoe that grows 
In most rural African villages for a child to have a pair of shoes is a privilege.  It was from seeing children running 

barefeet in dirty waters, bad sanitation with no shoes to protect them, that an idea of a project called “the shoe that 

grows” was born by Kenton Lee, the founder.  The idea started in 2007 while Kenton Lee lived and worked in Kenya 

and now the project is a success as it has managed to make a shoe that can be adjusted and expands and lasts for 

five years. So one child can have one shoe for five years and it continues to fit them.  CITW Botswana is very grateful to 

be a beneficiary of this shoe through a generous donation made by one of Wilderness Safaris’ guests, Dr. Epstein.  He 

and his family donated 50 pairs of a ‘shoe that grows.’ 

 
     
Wilderness Safaris Gaberone Office celebrate 50 minutes at a local school 
50 Minutes for Children - with UNICEF  

To celebrate Botswana's recent 50th Independence Day, companies were encouraged to spend 1 minute for every 

year of Botswana's independence sharing our vision with children. And so the Wilderness Safaris Botswana Gaberone 

team visited a local school in Gaborone where Lesh Moiteela from Maun did a motivational talk incorporated with 

environmental awareness.  The children made environmental awareness posters with one team winning a prize. The 

children were given five minutes to collect litter around the school and they used this litter along with some magazines 

to create their posters.  We plan to return to the school next month to see if they are keeping the awareness alive.  The 

plan is also to develop this school as our first urban environmental club in Botswana. 

 
 

Diacore Gaberone Marathon donates BWP 30 000 to CITW Botswana 
Diacore Gaborone Marathon and Wilderness Safaris (WS) are pleased to announce a 

strategic collaboration.  In pursuit of health and wellbeing both Diacore Gaborone Marathon 

and Wilderness Safaris joined forces to promote healthy living and wildlife conservation in 

Botswana. This exciting partnership will allow the two entities to corporate in tourism, sports 

and wildlife conservation across the Okavango Delta. The Diacore Gaberone Marathon is 

an incredibly fun day out for the entire family with great activities such as Zumba, water 

slides, stage performances, food courts and plenty of refreshments. It is also widely 

renowned as one of the flattest and fastest routes in the region. In 2017, in conjunction 

with Wilderness Safaris, the marathon will be offering amazing tourism packages which give 

runners the opportunity to tour some of the most beautiful parts of Botswana before 

ultimately capping their trip with the incredible marathon experience.  Kfir Teichman, from 

https://www.facebook.com/Wilderness.friends/
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Diacore Gaberone Marathon recently handed over a cheque of BWP 30 000 to Derek de la Harpe WS Commercial 

Director, for CITW Botswana.   

CITW follow-up visits 
The objectives of the visits include: to check on the progression of Eco-Club projects, see if there have been any 

challenges, determine the way forward and to discuss the upcoming annual camps.  

The CITW team visited the CITW Eco-clubs and Adult Eco-Clubs 

in Gudigwa, Beetsha, Gunotsoga, Seronga, Tubu, Habu, Kareng, 

Sankoyo and Shashe.  The Eco-Clubs are doing well with their 

projects (gardening, poultry, beekeeping, trees, cleaning 

campaigns, beauty pageant, sports, health activities and Eco-Club 

lessons).  The only challenge they are facing is time, most of the 

teachers mentioned that they have limited time for Eco-Clubs which 

end up not finishing their projects, the other challenge was that 

since most of their projects rely on water, they are experiencing 

lack of water in the schools. However, they mentioned that to 

overcome the challenges they have started alternative projects in order to avoid having nothing to present and they 

are trying by all means to use their spare days to push their projects.  The Eco-Clubs were reminded about the 

upcoming annual CITW camp. They were also reminded that since Botswana is celebrating 50 years of independence, 

they should present any projects related to Botswana and that they should be environmentally friendly. 

The Adult-Eco-Clubs are doing well with their projects (beads, beekeeping, sewing, knitting, tapestry, wood carving, 

basket weaving, and tapestry). Wilderness Safaris is supporting these Clubs by buying their products for camps. Habu 

Adult- Eco Club now has a huge project of sewing skirts for the independence celebrations: Wilderness Safaris 

employees and other organisations were impressed with the blue, white wrap around skirts done by the ladies and 

ended up ordering many of them.   

American Embassy 
One of the CITW sponsors, the American Embassy, engaged an expert speaker in Community Based Natural 

Resources Management Enterprise (CBNRME), Dr. John Anderson, to conduct a CBNRM outreach program in 

Botswana. Dr Anderson has worked for years on the linkages between nature, wealth and power in developing 

countries. He oversaw the creation of the Nature, Wealth, and Power framework, which he continues to evaluate, 

review, and adapt by incorporating lessons learnt from more than 20 years of natural resource-based development in, 

especially in rural Africa. The CBNRM outreach program provided objective information on the CBNRM enterprise and 

governance towards rural development and how CBNRM can play a major role in economic rural development and 

poverty reduction. Dr. Anderson was very interested in seeing the Shashe Adult Eco- Club members and their products. 

The Club gave him an introduction and overview of the products they are making and described how they are related 

to CITW. He was impressed with what they are doing and encouraged them to be focused and work on managerial 

skills to enhance their future in business world. 

 
 

Annual CITW camps  
CITW will be hosting their 16TH annual camp for six schools: Gudigwa, Beetsha, Gunotsoga, Seronga, Habu and 

Kareng Primary Schools. The camp was held at Santawani camp from 24th September to 2nd October 2016. CITW is 

expecting 56 children, 6 teachers, 10 mentors and 17 Wilderness Safaris employees. The department of Environmental 

Education from Ministry of Education will also be attending the first camp.  The children will be celebrating Botswana 
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Independence Day (Botswana 50) in camp and will learn about the country’s journey from 1966 to-date. The following 

topics will also be covered during their stay in camp: Okavango Delta, mammals, birds, water usage, 4Rs, photography, 

waste management, food chain and they will also go on game drives. A report on the camp will be included in the next 

newsletter. 


