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WILDERNESS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 
 

QUARTER THREE 

 

Our latest Children in the Wilderness Annual Report is available in the link below and is well worth a read.  It details all 

our projects in the various countries in which we operate and gives details of all aspects of the programme, including 

the Eco-Clubs, camps, mentor training and related community development projects: 

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/media/wysiwyg/CITW_Report_2014_FA_1.pdf  

Please see this link https://gordongilbert.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/image-11.jpg for a blog on CITW Ambassador 

and Soccer in the Wilderness coach, Gordon Gilbert's Nedbank Tour de Tuli 2014 experience.  Monies raised through 

the Tour help with the sustainability of the Children in the Wilderness programme by hosting more children’s camps, 

Eco-Clubs and hosting quality staff training.  This year was the most successful Tour de Tuli in terms of funds raised. 

 

Here is a link to a short video on the Nedbank Tour de Tuli 2014:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Brap6DxU3Uo  

Please also have a look at the Wilderness Safaris blog site (http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/blog/posts ) under the 

community section for blogs on some of our fantastic CITW coordinators. 

 

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/media/wysiwyg/CITW_Report_2014_FA_1.pdf
http://gordongilbert.wordpress.com/2014/08/27/tour-de-tuli-2014/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Brap6DxU3Uo
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/blog/posts
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COUNTRY NEWS 

BOTSWANA 

Shashe Adult Eco-Club members receive a bee-keeping training 

One of the projects which the Shashe Adult Eco–Club is interested in, apart from crafts, is bee-keeping. The group 

received training on an introduction to bee-keeping which was facilitated by the crop production unit from the 

Department of Agriculture.  As the aim of the group is to improve their livelihoods through diversifying their income 

which they are doing through crafts and farming, they saw it fit to include bee-keeping into this as it is also a livelihood 

skill and the demand for its product never ceases. 

The following topics were covered during the training: 

 Background on bee-keeping 

 Purpose of bee-keeping 

 Equipment for bee-keeping 

 Types of bees 

 Factors to consider when dealing with bees 

 Challenges related to bee-keeping  

The group still has to go for the second phase of training which is a practical training, where they are taught how to 

handle bees, they will then be able to start keeping bees.  Two bee hives will be kept in Shashe Primary School and 

the rest in the homes and fields of the group members. 

 

Shashe Adult Eco-Club deliver its first order to Wilderness Safaris 

The Shashe Adult Eco-Club recently handed over their first order of beaded food, glass and jug nets to Wilderness 

Safaris who had ordered it for their camps in the Delta.  It is quiet amazing that they proudly delivered their order, as 

when they first met as a group only two people had experience in bead work and the rest had to learn as they went in 

order to reach their target. 

The order which the  group received, was a very large order.  They had no money to 

kick start the project so through the Wilderness Safaris Community Development 

department, the ladies managed to buy the equipment they needed for the project.  

After the first order delivery, the group received more orders from WS Curio Shop 

and from the camps as they were very impressed by their products. The received 

the following additional orders: beaded place mats, coasters, palm nut key rings and 

basket weaving.  

Reading glasses donated to Shashe Adult Eco-Club members 

Shashe Adult Eco-Club members received reading glasses from a donation made 

by one of the Wilderness Safaris guests. The reading glasses came at the right time 

as the group needed them for their bead work.  It was a fun afternoon watching the 

ladies trying the glasses on and making fun of each other but they really 

appreciated the gift. The group was not the only beneficiaries of the reading 

glasses, the remaining glasses will be shared amongst the Adult Eco–Clubs in 

Sankoyo, Habu and Tubu.   
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The reading glasses are a great help to the groups as they are all involved in basket weaving, sewing, beading and 

knitting and they need the glasses to improve their sight especially when putting thread in the needle. 

Teacher Training Workshop; a strategic tool for enhancing and reinforcing Botswana CITW Eco-

Clubs 

CITW Botswana invited two teachers from each of the nine CITW-supported Schools: 

Shashe, Kareng, Tubu, Habu, Seronga, Sankuyo, Gunotsoga and Gudigwa Primary 

Schools.  It was a great milestone for the training workshop as there were some 

representatives from North West Regional Education Centre that were also invited.    

The teachers were expected to consider the idea of the Eco-Clubs and then bring in their 

own ideas on how best they could organize and run their own Eco-Clubs in their local 

schools.  

The workshop was made memorable by the presence of Mrs. Gaosenye Tshekelo who is 

the chairperson of Shashe Adult Eco-Club from Maun.  Since our target is to expand our 

horizon much further through Adult Eco-Clubs in conjunction with our primary schools, we asked Mma Tshekelo to 

attend the workshop to share the know-how of running the club to the teachers so that they will be in a position to 

recruit local adults when they get back home. She gave a strong lecture on factors needed to establish the Adult Eco-

Club and even displayed some of the club-finished artefacts during the tutorials. Shashe Adult Eco-Club has branded 

itself as “Bagolo Itekeng,” it is a club formed by 11 members (10 females and 1 

male) residing in Shashe ward within Maun village.    

Each teacher was given a chance to give a presentation on their annual reports, 

they shared their successes and challenges and how they managed to overcome 

those challenges. Mary Hastag, WS Botswana Community Development Liaison, 

gave a lecture on developing lessons and a project per term into the Eco-Club 

curricular. 

U.S. Embassy donation to Children in the Wilderness Botswana 

The US Embassy in Botswana has donated USD71 000 (BWP625 000) to Children in the Wilderness (CITW). This 

generous contribution will be used to fund CITW’s sustainable education programmes for rural schoolchildren in 

Botswana.            

On 4 September, the US Chargé d’Affaires in Botswana, Michael J. Murphy, along with several colleagues from the 

US Embassy, visited Shashe Primary School in Maun to see some of the CITW projects first hand. They were 

welcomed by Wilderness Safaris Botswana MD, Grant Woodrow, the Head of Shashe Primary School, Dorcus 

Segadimo, as well as the members of both the children and adult Eco-Clubs. He then announced that a total of 

USD59 000 would be allocated to CITW’s Eco-Club programme which encourages children to learn about the unique 

natural environment that surrounds them. The programme forms part of the normal school curriculum and uses 

interactive sessions to involve children in projects that benefit both the community and the environment. 

 

 
“The children that participate in these Eco-Clubs will come to appreciate the Okavango Delta, which we hope will ignite 

a lifelong interest in science and conservation that propels these children into careers as the future custodians of these 

magnificent areas”, said Mr. Murphy. He also highlighted that these funds will also be used to carry out further teacher 

training. 
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A further USD12 000 (BWP105 000) has been allocated to CITW’s Empowering Women Project, which assists local 

women with start-up capital and business guidance, thereby creating sustainable economies in rural communities. The 

pilot project was launched in Maun earlier this year and plans are in place to roll out similar initiatives elsewhere in 

Botswana. The US Embassy donation will allow for intensified mentoring and training of the women, as well as 

provision of supplies that will enable them to create, market and sell their products. For the full press release see: 

http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/about/media-and-press/us-embassy-supports-children-in-the-wilderness-eco-clubs-

in-botswana  

NAMIBIA 

Himba women arrive at Serra Cafema Camp 
One morning, the staff at Serra Cafema were taken by surprise when two Himba ladies 

arrived in camp. They were not from the local communities, spoke no English and a 

translator told us these two ladies walked a very, very long way from their village to visit 

the camp that they heard pays homage to the Himba culture. Management gave them a 

guided tour of the camp and the ladies were excited to see how their jewellery and 

adornments are used as decorative inspiration in the rooms and the main area. The 

ladies were also introduced to some of the guests who were in camp. 

CITW Eco-Clubs facilitators’ workshop 

As part of our new initiative designed to strengthen and consolidate our impact through the CITW engagement of 

communities and stakeholders, Eco-Clubs will be our vehicle to both help recruit and groom young conservation-

conscious leaders of tomorrow. A workshop was recently hosted to kick-start the Eco-Club initiative in Namibia. CITW 

Malawi Coordinator, Mr Symon Chibaka, was invited as the main facilitator to share his experiences with CITW 

Namibia and 8 teachers and facilitators selected from 4 schools who are currently involved in facilitating Eco-Clubs. Dr 

Sue Snyman, CITW and Community Regional Coordinator, was also in the country to attend the workshop as well as 

facilitate the strategic planning of the program in Namibia.   

 

Blanket donation in Warmquelle 

Round Table in conjunction with Wilderness Safaris donated 200 blankets to 

Warmquelle school. Wilderness Safaris assisted with providing accommodation and a 

trailer and recommending the school according to the needs of our Big 3 partner 

communities. The blankets came at a time when the government is busy building a 

new hostel for the learners and have therefore been reserved to be used for the new 

hostel.  

In addition the Bergsig Clinic received a generous donation of medicines from the 

same group valued at N$25 000.00. Wilderness Safaris joined in providing accommodation to the team that delivered 

the medicine as well as recommended the Bergsig Clinic which serves numerous local communities of the Torra 

Consevancy which forms part of the Big 3 partners in the Palmwag Concession  

SOUTH AFRICA 

CITW South Africa partners with the Different Foundation to refurbish a local school library 

By establishing libraries in remote rural communities, Children in the Wilderness wants to create learning sanctuaries 

which inspire and encourage learning. The provision of books, paint, shelves and other library essentials will enable 

the children in the Mqobela and Mpukane communities in Northern KwaZulu-Natal to learn vital life skills whilst 

developing a new-found love for their wildlife and heritage, showing them a new world of opportunities. Our recent 

http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/about/media-and-press/us-embassy-supports-children-in-the-wilderness-eco-clubs-in-botswana
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/about/media-and-press/us-embassy-supports-children-in-the-wilderness-eco-clubs-in-botswana
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online fundraising campaign raised a total of R33 000 for the library rebuild.  The Different Group matched every 

donation R1 for R1 until the funding goal was achieved.  Janet will be going to refurb the library in November. 

 

Chris Crewdson, Tour de Tuli logistics, volunteers on a CITW camp 

Having been involved with the Nedbank Tour de Tuli camp setup and heavy transport logistics for the event (a 

major Children in the Wilderness fundraiser) since 2011, Chris Crewdson was delighted to volunteer at his first CITW 

Camp at Rocktail Beach Camp in October.  Read his two blogs on his experience here:  http://www.wilderness-

safaris.com/blog/posts/children-in-the-wilderness-rocktail-beach-camp-4-9-october-2014-part-i  

 
 

ZIMBABWE 
 

El Hefni Teacher Training in Zimbabwe and Zambia 

The El Hefni Foundation has partnered with Children in the Wilderness Zimbabwe since 2008 after a visit by Suzanne 

Wright (founder of the programme, Ibrahim El-Hefni’s daughter). Since then CITW have been blessed each year with a 

team of qualified teachers from the USA who conduct Teacher Training Workshops for rural schools affiliated with 

CITW in both Zimbabwe and Zambia.  

 

Building on the previous year’s work and revisiting important concepts for new participants, the El Hefni educators 

worked to blend 2013 training recommendations with additional supporting teaching methods to create a new training 

curriculum for 2014. This year’s workshops included 22 participating teachers from Zimbabwean schools and 10 

teachers from Zambian Schools. 

Coaching on various training methods focused on new research about brain-based learning, learning styles, and 

multiple intelligences. Two big project-based learning pieces shared were “Tippy Tap”, a simple low cost hand-

washing station, and “Efficient Cook-stoves” which taught simple methods of making 

stoves that use less biomass and emit less smoke. At each workshop the teachers 

assembled and tested Tippy Taps and Efficient Cook-stoves and they were thrilled by 

the results.  Both will be excellent projects to bring to Eco Clubs in the coming months. 

Environmental science lessons were all hands-on, experiential lessons about the local 

environment involving as few materials as possible. Not only did the teachers walk 

away with a lot of ideas for their Eco-Club lessons, but everything was transferable to 

their classrooms as well.  

Schools receive new agricultural education text books  
In 2014, the Zimbabwe Ministry of Education released a new Agricultural Curriculum which is compulsory for all 

ZIMSEC learners for examinations from 2015. The new range of educational pupils’ text books, namely “Discover 

Agriculture” has been produced for Grades 4, 5, 6 and 7.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Brap6DxU3Uo
http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/blog/posts/children-in-the-wilderness-rocktail-beach-camp-4-9-october-2014-part-i
http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/blog/posts/children-in-the-wilderness-rocktail-beach-camp-4-9-october-2014-part-i
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In June 2014 CITW Zimbabwe were able to purchase and deliver the new Agriculture Text books valued at 

US$2503.00 with thanks to funding provided by Grand Circle Foundation USA for three schools; St Mary’s Primary 

School in Lukosi, Ziga Primary School in Tsholotsho and Jabulani Primary School in Victoria Falls. They not only 

provide teachers with improved teaching methods but include unit summaries to help pupils revise quickly and 

efficiently with assessments at the end of each unit, giving pupils an opportunity to test their understanding of the 

material covered in each topic. These improvements will help increase students understanding and pass rates in 

Agriculture as a subject. 
 

 

Children in the Wilderness celebrates Arbour Day, Zimbabwe 

Arbor Day (from the Latin ‘arbor’, meaning tree) has been celebrated globally since 1945. Generally two trees, one 

common and one rare, are planted to increase public awareness of indigenous trees, while various "greening" 

activities are undertaken by schools, businesses and other organizations. 

 

 
 

In Southern Africa, Arbor Week is usually scheduled for 01-07 September, but as Zimbabwean Schools only re-

opened for the third term on the 9th September, CITW arranged for trees to be delivered to Schools for planting later 

in the month as part of an Eco-Club tree planting campaign where each Eco-Club student will take personal 

responsibility for the planting and nurturing of the trees. 

 

Participating schools included Ngamo, Ziga, Kapane, Mpindo, Jakalasi Primary School’s in Tsholotsho; St Mary’s 

Primary School in Lukosi and Jabulani Primary School in Victoria Falls. Each Schools’ Eco-Club was provided with 

assorted fruit trees and indigenous trees (the Blousanthu Speciou Wisteria, or Wild/Tree Wisteria) which now form part 

of the Schools boundaries (helping with shade on sports and play grounds) and vegetable gardens (fruit bearing trees 

will assist with nutritional supplements for the students). Through the celebration of Arbor Day, this project not only 

increases environmental awareness amongst the students, but also promotes a healthier ecosystem for the people 

through the rehabilitation and re-greening of their rural surroundings. 

 

Voluntourism programme and partnership with Conservation Travel Africa 

Children in the Wilderness and the Wanaka Volunteer Programme (in association with Conservation Travel Africa) 

work together with Voluntourism Programmes in rural community areas. Utilising the resources and efforts that 

volunteers bring to the table, the programme contributes far more than the volunteers’ time and money and brings 

meaningful value by motivating children to learn. In an effort to reduce the human-wildlife conflict through creating 

awareness and harmony, the programmes are aimed at showing these communities the importance of education 

whilst also allowing participants the opportunity to enjoy one-on-one interaction and cultural exchanges through the 

sharing of stories, and participation in sports and games.  

 

CITW provides volunteers with training on the Wordworks and Kikus Early Childhood Language Programme so that 

they are able to assist in delivering a curriculum designed to enhance English literacy within the schools we are 

associated with. Volunteers also help by supporting and motivating the teaching staff, who generally work with very 
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few teaching resources, as well assisting with supervising and coaching sports, helping with art and crafts and 

generally promoting cultural awareness.  

 

 

In July 2014, The Workman Family volunteered at Jabulani Primary School, a rural school situated approximately 

22km outside of Victoria Falls. The family consisted of 9 people, a 75 year old grandmother who was travelling with 

her two daughters, their husbands and children (aged 8, 11, 12 and 14 yrs). One of the younger family members 

Maddie Workman, (12yrs old) took it upon herself to do some fundraising prior to the family’s departure from the USA. 

Through funds raised from bake sales at two schools she is associated with in Washington DC, and individual 

donations from family friends, Maddy was able to raise an incredible US$1,600.00 for Jabulani School.  

Ngamo Wordworks Programme 
Ed and Lauren Langston of Knoxville Tennessee in the USA visited Ngamo Primary School in 

Tsholotsho. With assistance and guidance from CITW Zimbabwe they were able to purchase 

60 educational reading books for distribution to the School from local Zimbabwean suppliers. In 

May 2014, Ed & Lauren reached out to CITW Zimbabwe once again as they were eager to 

assist with continued educational support at the school.  

 

CITW Zambezi Project Coordinator, Sue Goatley attended training in South Africa earlier this 

year on the Wordworks Early Literacy Programme (ELP); a fantastic phonics curriculum which 

helps young children learn to read and write in English as a second language. CITW plans on 

utilising and training the existing teachers on the implementation of Wordworks in the Grade 0, 

1 and 2 classes as part of the CITW Literacy Programme. As this complimented the Langston’s 

desire to support education Sue immediately recommended they consider funding a 

Wordworks teacher training kit for Ngamo Primary School. Thanks to a US$500 donation from 

the Langston’s, CITW was able to purchase the Wordworks Teacher Training Kit, along with 

the accompanying readers and sequence stories for Ngamo Primary’s ECD class.  

 

School shoes and scholarships for Ziga Primary School students  

On a recent trip to Hwange, CITW hosted Empowers Africa Advisory Committee member Gabriella Gentil, Trustee 

Lisa Gentil and Richard Schenzele Sachse on a visit to Ziga Primary School in Tsholotsho.  

Lisa, Gabriella and Richard spent valuable time interacting with the children and were touched by their experiences. 

They were however disheartened to learn that many of the students who travelled up to 5km each way to and from 

school every day did not have shoes. The most effective way to support these children is through the Children in the 

Wilderness Scholarship Fund. Students are carefully selected in collaboration with the Schools Headmaster, who 

provides CITW with a list of the most promising candidates so as to ensure that donations are allocated effectively. 

Scholarship students’ progress is carefully monitored and regular feedback is provided to the sponsor. 

 
 
Empowers Africa’s (http://www.empowersafrica.org/) support extends to programs concerning education, healthcare, 

small business development, wildlife protection and land conservation in Sub-Saharan Africa. After their visit to Ziga, 

the Gentils and Empowers Africa were pleased to be able to donate US$3,000.00 to the CITW Scholarship Fund, a 
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portion of which will be used to purchase school shoes which will be delivered to the students during the third term of 

2014. The remainder of their funding will be used to sponsor the annual educational costs of 6 primary students at the 

School. 

Exciting new development for the children of Jabulani Primary School 

In May 2012, CITW Zimbabwe were approached by Brian Ness, an ex-Zimbabwean now living in Australia, who was 

interested in assisting with improving educational opportunities for rural children, specifically in the Victoria Falls area. 

It was through Brian that valued partnerships were formed with Dr Jo Ailwood (Senior Lecturer) and Dr Stephanie 

Bengtsson (Lecturer) at The University of Newcastle in Australia, and in February 2014 Stephanie and Jo participated 

in a teacher training programme at Jabulani Primary School.  

 
 
Through the combined efforts of Stephanie and Jo, Fiona O’Connor of The Blackbutt Hotel, Linda Kelleher of Intimo 

Lingerie and Kate Graham of Wanderlust for Women, a fundraising dinner was held in Australia for Jabulani. The 

event was a huge success and the first major contribution included the construction and implementation of a wonderful 

new jungle gym for the infants (Grade 0 – Grade 2). Constructive playgrounds are an important part of any junior 

school as they not only provide fun activities for children in their free time, but are an important part in the development 

of imaginations as well as being extremely useful in gross motor development of young children. The new jungle gym 

was installed just in time for the start of the third term.  

Funding also included the supply of outdoor classroom easels with blackboards; the school currently has three rustic 

composite classrooms which aren’t big enough to accommodate all the students during lesson time, so many of their 

classes are taken outdoors under teak trees. Easels and blackboards will go a long way to helping the teachers with 

their daily lessons.  

Hosepipes and sprinklers for Ziga and Ngamo Primary Schools 

In 2012 Children in the Wilderness were able to supply gardening tools, grafted 

citrus trees and seed for the schools vegetable gardens and orchards with donor 

assistance provided by Grand Circle Foundation, USA. Until now, the only means 

of watering was by hand-held watering can which was labour intensive and didn’t 

properly provide sustained water distribution required by the crops. 

 

Thanks to further funding provided by generous Grand Circle Foundation travellers, 

each school received 2 hose pipes and 2 rose-sprinklers for their Vegetable 

Gardens in September 2014 valued at a total of US$319.00. This wonderful innovation will greatly assist those caring 

for the crops by being able to cover a greater area with more steady water distribution to the plants which will help 

improve yields. The gardens are tended daily by school students (as part of the Schools Agricultural syllabus), as well 

as assistance being provided by Ziga and Ngamo Community members.  

 

Children in the Wilderness Nutrition & Deworming Programme 

Thanks to donor contributions received from Johnson & Johnson in July 2013, Children in the Wilderness Zimbabwe 

was able to reinstate the Nutrition and Deworming Programme at schools in the Tsholotsho area. In 2014 the funding 

provided has successfully provided meals for 1198 students over the past year, making a significant difference to the 

lives of the children in these rural villages.  The main aim of the programme is to improve the general health and well-

being of children attending school in rural areas, thereby maximising the value of their time at school.  Active 

community involvement is vital and parents volunteer their assistance on a roster-basis to assist the schools with 

preparation and serving of the food each day. 



                                                                                                                          
 

Wilderness Quarterly Community Development Newsletter – Quarter Three 2014 

 

We have found that the benefits of the past year’s Nutrition and Deworming Programme are noticeable improvements 

in attendance rates and improved concentration levels at these schools. We have also seen visible improvements in 

the general wellbeing of the children.  

Unfortunately funding has now come to an end and the participating schools received their final deliveries which 

carried them to the end of the second term, August 2014. CITW continue to work with the schools on self-sustainable 

projects such as the implementation of vegetable gardens and vermiculture programs but sadly, without donor support 

and funding, we are unable to continue supplying the basic food commodities that these children have come to rely on. 

St. Mary's Happy Readers Donation 

Alison Mae Regan-"Ali," to her family and friends, was a friendly young woman with a big heart and a warm smile who 

devoted herself with energy and enthusiasm to her job as a teacher at a school for autistic children. Sadly her life was 

cut tragically short when at just 25 years old she was the victim of an automobile accident. Her memory lives on 

around the world through the efforts of her father, Grand Circle associate Ricky Regan with the “Ali Mae Regan 

Memorial Fund” (AMRMF). 

 

In March 2014 Ricky graciously donated funding through Grand Circle Foundation for the full provision of Happy 

Reader educational books for Grades 1 and 2 (allowing a 2 children:1 book ratio) at St. Mary’s Primary School, 

situated in Lukosi, near Hwange in Zimbabwe. “Happy Books” a local Zimbabwean company produces a range of 

books which are perfect for the child in Africa. Created specifically to help children overcome reading barriers arising 

from the lack of appropriate and affordable reading materials, Happy Readers use familiar African animals as 

characters, and are set in recognizable rural and urban African locations. These books not only form a major part of an 

ongoing literacy programme but also help to initiate awareness of wildlife in young children which assists in getting the 

conservation message across as they get older. 

 
St. Mary’s Primary School in Lukosi receives classroom furniture  
St Mary’s Primary School in Lukosi Zimbabwe has 120 ECD students (Grade 0) with 

three separate classes to cope with these numbers, however due to a lack of funding 

classroom furniture for this grade was minimal and mostly consisted of makeshift 

desks.  CITW Zimbabwe were able to assist thanks to donations provided by Grand 

Circle Foundation travellers, and in April 2014 the school received quality classroom 

furniture manufactured in Zimbabwe; the order was valued at US$6,227.00 and 

included 120 middle year school chairs, 60 double desks and 3 teachers desks and 

chairs.  

CITW partnership with the Zambezi Schoolbook Project 
Through the efforts of Books For Africa in America, Claude and Barbara Mayfield of the “Zambezi Schoolbook Project” 

accompanied a 40x40foot container (containing approximately 722 boxes of reading books) from the USA for 

distribution to remote Zimbabwean schools. Many hands along the way were involved in the collection of 

approximately 30,000 books which were then assembled, sorted, boxed and palletized at Books For Africa in America, 

then shipped, received, allocated, delivered and installed them in rural schools and villages in June and July 2014.  

Children In The Wilderness were pleased to be offered the opportunity to participate in the programme and received 

2200 books for Ngamo and Ziga Primary School Library’s in Tsholotsho District, with each school receiving 

approximately 1100 books. 
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Ziga Primary teachers resource and library books  
With thanks to donations received from Grand Circle Foundation travellers, CITW Zimbabwe was able to source and 

procure teachers resource and library books for Ziga Primary School in Tsholotsho Zimbabwe. The implementation of 

these much needed aids for the teachers’ resource library will assist all teachers with lesson methods and planning, 

and is especially important for the schools training-teachers. Having 

easy access to these books will greatly improve teaching abilities in 

general and will be especially helpful with lesson planning and 

presentation. These reference books contain questions and answers 

which will help reduce the time teachers have been taking to research 

and prepare lessons for the 165 primary school students in Grades 1 – 

7 at Ziga Primary School. 

Maramani Eco-Club Teacher Orientation – Janet Wilkinson 

Teachers from Nottingham Primary School and Shashe Primary School joined Beatrice Ponela (Beitbridge Rural 

District Council Campfire Coordinator) at the Children in the Wilderness Eco Club Workshop held in the community 

centre in Shashe Village, Maramani, Zimbabwe. 

 

The five schools in the CITW Eco Club programme each received stationery and CITW curriculum (with lesson plans) 

for CITW Eco-Clubs which have commenced.  Topics covered include Respect, Writing a Letter of Appreciation, My 

Body My World.  The teachers were delighted to be part of the Introductory Workshop and each felt they had learnt 

some interesting activities and were looking forward to sharing them at their respective schools. 

 

ZAMBIA 

Electric fence erected around Twabuka Community School vegetable garden 

Thanks to a very generous donation made by Barbara and Robert Mitchell, guests who had stayed at Toka Leya 

Camp, we were able to erect a solar-powered electric fence around the vegetable garden at Twabuka Community 

School.  The Children in the Wilderness Eco-Club will now be able to grow vegetables without having to worry about 

elephants destroying the garden (see the next story for their eco-gardening training). 

 

Eco-Gardening training at Twabuka Community School 
At a week-long workshop run by CITW, Twabuka Community School Eco-Club started an eco-garden and worm beds 

on the site of the existing unproductive vegetable garden which has recently been fenced and is close to the school’s 
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water supply. This garden and orchard are part of the school children’s farming and agricultural syllabus so the 

training, vegetable seed and fruit trees were received with great excitement by the school. In the long term it is hoped 

that the vegetables and fruit trees will also assist in supplementing the school’s nutrition program. This 50m x 50m 

gardening project places the emphasis on developing intensive, well-managed high yielding gardens, rather than 

extensive fields which are hard to manage, water and protect. 

 

Handover of donation to Twabuka Community School 

The General Manager of Toka Leya Camp, Petros Guwa, recently handed over a fantastic donation of stationery, 

clothes, wool, etc. All of the goods were donated by guests who have stayed at Toka Leya.  The donation was very 

warmly received by the School PTA. 

 

MALAWI 

CITW Alumni visit to Parliament 

The Honourable Minister of Information, Tourism and Culture Kondwani 

Nankhumwa came across Children in the Wilderness, during one of the 

awareness meetings about the status of poaching in Liwonde National Park which 

took place in Liwonde National Park at Mvuu Camp. The Minister learned about 

the aims, activities, projects and the impact of the program and straight away he 

wanted to show his appreciation and support towards the children who were 

growing through the program. The Honourable Minister, therefore, invited children 

from the program to the next sitting of Parliament which was coming up in 

September 2014.  

CITW Alumni are those children who have been in the program for a long time (Between 2003 and 2010, 20 or above 

years of age, working or are in Tertiary Education). Such youth have been or are still growing through the CITW 

curriculum (conservation and leadership development), as leaders and citizens who understand, love and actively live 

to conserve and protect natural resources in their local protected areas. CITW has three Alumni groups so far. Each of 

them having more than 20 members. Around Chintheche in Nkhatabay there were two groups. Around Liwonde 

National Park there was one group on the western side of the Park. The alumni shortlisted 12 to go and represent the 

rest in Parliament. 

On 23rd of September, the selected youth together with some of their Club Coordinators and three officers from the 

Department of National Parks and Wildlife went on a trip to the Parliament as special guests of the Honourable 

Minister Kondwani Nankhumwa.   

After the Parliament experience, the group was welcomed to a huge lunch at Lilongwe Nature Sanctuary Restaurant. 

A delicious lunch went on with more discussion between the Minister and the youth, with the coverage of different 

media houses. The youth also burst into telling their life changing experiences growing within CITW curriculum. The 
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testimonies from the youth were about how their lives and those of their families have changed and how they wished 

the same experience could reach other more children and communities.  

“It was a life assuring moment. Now I have a picture of how I can effectively contribute to the 

sustainable conservation and development in our country. I learnt that the voice and the business 

in that House drive the Nation of Malawi. When I become an M.P. and a Minister one day, I will 

push for the direction of conservation of natural resources in Malaw i. I will make it!”  - Patuma 

Banda a qualified primary school teacher. Patuma is one of the 850 children who CITW is training 

to be champions in nature conservation and in leadership. She was formally  a CITW child – 2005 

Camp; the program sponsored her Secondary and Tertiary education. 

Teachers trainings in Malawi  

The trainings are within the ongoing capacity building program for all the teachers who are connected to CITW 

program and work as Eco-Club Coordinators. The training program is based on research which showed that most of 

the teachers in Malawi although they are given the tasks to run Wildlife/Eco-Clubs they do not have enough practical 

knowledge in environmental studies, conservation and in handling/working with children in a participatory teaching and 

learning methodologies. CITW Program embarked on providing this important knowledge and skills to all the teachers 

who volunteer to run Eco-Clubs across Malawi (Seventeen schools - 36 teachers are currently directly involved).  

In September, Eco-Club Coordinators (Primary and Secondary School teachers who run CITW affiliated Eco-Clubs) 

participated in an ongoing training in Environmental Knowledge.  

New well at Nanthomba Tree Nursery 

With German Embassy support, CITW has dug a 12m deep well at Nanthomba Tree 

Nursery site. The well will complement the H.E.L.P. Malawi constructed solar pumped 

water supply system at the school. The well was to assure a steady supply of water 

throughout the year for the tree nursery and will also serve the teachers and nearby 

villagers.  

Meetings with the current and prospective donors, sponsors and partners  

Rosemary Pencil Foundation (USA) – After a very successful kindle project in the southern region of Malawi, (60 

kindles loaded with Malawi schools text and teachers guides for Secondary Education curriculum, donated to 

Namalomba Secondary School through CITW program two years ago), the Foundation, together with CITW Malawi 

will be launching yet another kindle project at Bandawe Girls Secondary School in Chintheche–Nkhata Bay in 

February 2015.  

Prof. Risa (UCLA – University of California Loss Angels) – Prof. Risa has been a friend and supporter of CITW 

Malawi since 2005. She has volunteered twice as a Camp Doctor on CITW Camps (2005 and 2006).  She initiated and 

supported food and nutrition security projects around Chintheche in Nkhata Bay which run through CITW. Twelve 

families participated and are still benefiting from the program. Prof. Risa and Memory Jumbo met for the first time 

during CITW Camp at Chintheche in 2005. Memory was 10 years old, standard 2 (primary school), and was in a very 

critical medical condition. As a medical Doctor, Prof. Risa recommended medical testing on her. After the testing, the 

Prof. committed herself to supporting the girl and the family through the CITW individual child follow-up program. The 

support aimed at providing food and nutrition security at Memory’s home using permaculture concept. Memory is now 

20 years old; in Secondary School and full of hope and ambitions of becoming a medical Doctor one day. 
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News from our partner, H.E.L.P. Malawi – Lemani Ngaiyaye 

HELP Malawi/IFAW Partnership launched  
On August 26, 2014 the long-awaited partnership between H.E.L.P. Malawi and International Animal Welfare (IFAW) 

was launched at Nanthomba School. The partnership is trying to bring together IFAW’s expertise in animal welfare and 

conservation with HELP’s expertise in community education and 

development, which will lead to lasting benefits for the children in the 

community around Liwonde National Park. H.E.L.P. Malawi and IFAW have 

already begun to work together in developing a new conservation curricula; 

provision of library books, desks; and construction of two new dormitories 

that will house 12 teacher trainees annually from Machinga Teacher 

Training College.  

The partnership hopes to improve graduation rates among students, with 

the aim of fostering the growth of productive citizens and future leaders. As 

a sustainable assistant teacher program exit strategy it is envisaged that these teacher trainees will also help 

decrease pupil/teacher ratio at Nanthomba from more than 90:1 to 43:1 hence improved student performance and 

decreased dropouts and repeaters. The Assistant Teacher Program had been implemented for over 5 years to fill the 

huge gap of shortage of teachers in four schools of Nanthomba, Kafulafula, Kavunguti and Mlambe. 

H.E.L.P. Malawi welcomes Jessica Herron as new International Volunteer Coordinator  

As Samantha’s two-year term comes to an end, H.E.L.P. Malawi has found Jessica Herron as her replacement. Her 

core role shall be coordinating all International Volunteer Program related activities for the next two years. Samantha 

Musser, who will be leaving for another job in the United States by mid-September 2014, will orient Jessica and make 

proper handovers for two week.  

Construction of the second teacher trainee dormitory takes off  

H.E.L.P. Malawi in its quest of partnering with local companies and organisations is now finalizing its paper work with 

Press Trust in order to access funding for construction of a teacher trainee dormitory at Nanthomba Primary School. 

The construction work was expected to start on September 22, 2014 but due to other logistical challenges it has 

started a week later on the 29th. The construction is expected to be completed in 90 days from the day of 

commencement.  

Student scholarships  

The number of students H.E.L.P. Malawi is sponsoring has tremendously 

increased by 29 percent from 83 students last school session to 107 this 

2014/2015 school year with most of them going to Namalomba Community Day 

Secondary School. The scholarship program records 42 percent girls. The 

program gets support from people from America and the Netherlands. 

Afterschool classes  

Afterschool activities that include extra English lessons and jewellery making have commenced in the third week after 

the opening of school on September 8, 2014.   

William Kamkwamba Visits Nanthomba School 

On the 31st July, 2014 William Kamkwamba, the boy who harnessed the wind and the one after whom the community 

library at Nanthomba Primary School was named, visited Nanthomba School and also Billiati Ng’andeng’ande. Billiati 

is a Nanthomba School learner emulating William Kamkwamba in setting up a windmill to supply electricity to his 

house. William provided Billiati with a great piece of advice on how he could improve his windmill to generate and 

store adequate energy.   It was during the same visit that the Executive Board Chairwoman, Jillian Wolstein brought 

in two volunteers from the States of which one of them Taylor Bruno promised to sponsor Billiati Ng’andeng’ande for 

four years in secondary school 

 

 



                                                                                                                          
 

Wilderness Quarterly Community Development Newsletter – Quarter Three 2014 

 

Press Releases 
 

Nedbank Tour de Tuli a resounding success 

The 2014 Nedbank Tour de Tuli has been lauded a resounding success, once again living up to its reputation as one 

of southern Africa’s premier mountain biking events. Organised by Children in the Wilderness (CITW), the 10
th
 edition 

of the event saw 340 participants cycle across over 250 km of challenging and remote terrain in Botswana, Zimbabwe 

and South Africa between 1 and 6 August.  

 

 

 

See the full press release here: http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/about/media-and-press/2014-nedbank-tour-de-tuli-

a-resounding-success  

CITW Regional Programme Director, Dr Sue Snyman Appointed Vice Chair of IUCN TAPAS Group 

Wilderness Safaris is proud to announce that Dr Sue Snyman, Group 

Community and Culture Manager and Project Director for Children in the 

Wilderness, has been elected Vice Chair of the IUCN World Commission on 

Protected Areas (WCPA) Tourism and Protected Areas Specialist Group 

(TAPAS). 

See the full press release here: http://www.wilderness-

safaris.com/about/media-and-press/dr-sue-snyman-appointed-vice-chair-of-

the-iucn-tapas-group  
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