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If you would like to meet the people behind all the great projects discussed in our quarterly newsletter; have a look at 

the Meet the Team section under About Us on the Children in the Wilderness (CITW) website 

(http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/meet-the-team-4.html ).  This new section of the website provides a 

short profile and a photo of all our Regional CITW Co-ordinators, Community Development Staff and other staff 

involved in ensuring that our community development projects are implemented and managed efficiently and 

effectively. In May we will be holding our annual Regional Community and CITW workshop, which allows all staff to 

meet, discuss and plan.  There will 15 community and CITW staff attending the workshop, which will be held in South 

Africa, close to the Kruger National Park.  The workshop was held in Hwange National Park last year in April.     

 

 

http://www.childreninthewilderness.com/about-us/meet-the-team-4.html
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COUNTRY NEWS 

Regional Co-ordinators visit Malawi – Janet Wilkinson 
We all suspected that Symon Chibaka, CITW programme coordinator Malawi, was doing much more good than he 

reservedly shares about his programme. His award as the Wilderness 4Cs Hero for 2013 confirmed this, and we got 

ourselves organized and headed to Malawi. Sue Goatley (Zimbabwe), Mary Hastag (Botswana), Janet Wilkinson 

(South Africa) and Ketji Jermain (Namibia) set off to ‘go back to school’ and join Symon and see the Malawi 

programme in action. 

 

The aim of the ‘back-to-school safari’ was for each country to share their experience with CITW Eco-Clubs in their 

respective countries and to visit some of the Malawi schools to see the programme in action. Thereafter it was 

brainstorming and strategizing how to take our CITW Eco-Club programme to the next level. 

For those not au fait with the CITW environmental education and life skills programme, it is built on a foundation of 

Eco-Clubs held at rural schools so that we reach more children and community members. It is through these Eco-

Clubs that we encourage environmental and life skills projects like nutrition gardens, worm farms, indigenous nurseries 

and conservation importance. Visiting at the end of the rainy season, Ketji, coming from sandy dry Namibia, was 

fascinated by the muddy tracks and lush vegetation everywhere on our travels in Malawi. 

Our first visit was to Nanthomba Primary School where HELP Malawi (an NGO closely partnered with CITW) was 

handing over a newly built schoolroom. Nanthomba Primary School is the oldest CITW Eco Club (started in 2003) and 

we were impressed at the projects the school is engaged in – permaculture, worm farming and a nursery for the 

reforestation project. 

The safari moved on to the Namalomba Secondary School where they are piloting an E-Readers/Kindles project. The 

project aims at improving the reading culture among the students and adding value to the general education 

development at the school. The project is funded by the World Readers through the Rosemary Pencil Foundation 

(USA). The school had received a donation of 60 E-Readers each loaded with more than 120 texts, teachers’ guides 

and other reading books. The school uses these micro-computers as books and libraries. We all expressed keen 

interest in introducing this valuable project into our respective countries.  

Later our trip returned to Nanthomba to meet over 160 Eco-Club members from Nanthomba, Kafulafula, Kavunguti 

Primary Schools and Namalomba Secondary School. These combined school meetings are held monthly and provide 

a great opportunity for children to meet and mingle with like-mined children from other schools.  

The Nanthomba female community members have formed an Eco-Women Club and we were delighted to chat with 

them about their crafts project and micro-revolving fund activities. It is always encouraging to see active adult 

community member involvement in CITW.  The next visit was to the eastern side of Liwonde National Park to see 

Ntapwa Primary Schools International Forest Day celebrations. Eco-Club members planted 50 trees during the 

celebrations with a mixture of species – some as windbreaks and some for their fruit.  After some very productive 

roundtable meetings, our visit to Malawi came to an end. Inspired by the fantastic work being done by CITW Malawi 

and motivated by the roadmap for CITW Eco-Clubs, we headed home to start the next leg of the incredible CITW 

journey. 
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ZAMBIA 

The River Club Donates Solar Study Lamps to Simonga School  
Thanks to guests staying at The River Club, Zambia, an innovative donation of 

solar study lamps was made to each student in the top class of Simonga School 

in Simonga Village. Thanks to these lamps, the students can now complete their 

homework in their homes at night. Geoff and Bonnie Morgan from Australia, with 

the support of Sandy Houston from USA, made this possible.  

The Morgans, who stayed at The River Club in 2013, sourced the enormously 

practical solar lights from Australia. Sandy Houston sponsored the first class 

batch in December 2013, with the students receiving their lights at the beginning 

of the academic year.  

Toka Leya Donates Solar Pumps and Water Tanks to Sinde Village 

Wilderness Safaris’ official handover of two solar pumps, four water tanks and two water troughs to Sinde village in 

Zambia took place in February. In collaboration with the village headmen, this generous donation was funded by 

guests from Toka Leya Camp and will greatly assist the community with access to clean water. 

 

 
 

Wilderness Safaris regularly meet with the village headmen and school’s Parent Teachers’ Association (PTA) to 

address the community’s priority needs and identify sustainable projects to improve the lives of Sinde’s inhabitants.  

 

Drainage and water troughs were also built at both sites and the water gathered at the school will be used for its 

vegetable garden to supplement the government feeding scheme and to sell any excess produce to raise money for 

the school. During her speech at the handover, the Headmistress of Twabuka Community School thanked Wilderness 

Safaris and Toka Leya for their ongoing partnership and said that the installation of the solar pump and water tanks 

was indeed a blessing and very exciting for the schoolchildren. “Our pupils can now draw water from a tap just like 

children in urban areas. The availability of water will make it possible for the school to run most of its projects, such as 

gardening, tree planting and greening the school. Before, the borehole used to run dry by the third term which affected 

our students’ attendance. But now that is a story of the past. Indeed, Wilderness Safaris, Toka Leya, you are our 

everyday partners; thank you.” 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Eco-Club for Johannesburg office staff’s children 
Children in the Wilderness recently hosted a Saturday morning Eco-Session for children of the staff of Wilderness 

Safaris Johannesburg.  Initially shy, 14 children were introduced to each other and the CITW mentors through typical 

CITW camp songs and getting-to-know-you games, before moving on to an assortment of activities focussing on the 

importance of trees. 
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CITW’s Nicola Harris led the singing and the offices reverberated with children singing “follow follow follow, follow the 

leader!”  Everyone was rocking around the car park to The Crazy Elephant song with children giggling at Sue Snyman 

and Genevieve Ray from CITW.  Wilderness Safari’s enthusiastic trainer, Warren Ozorio took the reins and got the 

children to contribute to drawing the team tree while learning more about trees and their importance to the planet and 

to each of us. 

Wilderness Safari’s creative designer, Mary-Anne van der Byl, guided the children through making terrariums out of 

discarded 2-litre cooldrink bottles.  They all planted indigenous Acacia seeds and we are delighted to hear that they 

have subsequently started sprouting. The children completed worksheets with Tree information and wordsearch, 

before going on to draw their own trees and the more adventurous took on the Wilderness Safari’s office climbing wall, 

under the watchful eye of CITW’s Chris Crewdson and Tebogo Masipa.  Vicky Pollock from Wilderness Safari’s 

Marketing Services supplied delicious, nutritious snacks for all.  The session was hailed a great success and all of the 

children have been hounding their parents “when is the next one?” 

NAMIBIA 

Donation of supplies for community game guards 

On the 15th of January, Namibia’s minister of Tourism, Mr. Herunga, officially unlocked a container which was shipped 

from the USA by REI last year.  REI sponsored an outdoor kit for every community game guard in the country. The kit 

includes sleeping bags, backpacks, headlamps, hats, pocket knives, socks, T-shirts, lip balm, sunscreen and a water 

bottle. The Wilderness Safaris warehouse facilitated the repacking of these kits into the different cars that left 

Windhoek on the 16th of January.  

 

Terminally ill San girl travels around Namibia 
Rudi and Marleece van Vuuren from Naankuse Lodge phoned Rob Moffet, Marketing WS Namibia, regarding a little 

San girl called Jostaphine. She came to Windhoek from one of the very remote villages to see a doctor and then 

learned that she had terminal cancer. She didn’t have long to live and her one wish was to see the ocean before she 

passed away. Rudi and Marleece enquired about a possible flight on Wilderness Air to Swakopmund but Rob was so 

moved that he offered her and Marleece to travel to the Kulula Desert Lodge, Swakopmund and then to Ongava 

Lodge. She had such a wonderful time and loved all the people she met and of course, seeing the ocean. Everyone at 

Wilderness was incredibly sad to hear that only a few days after she travelled to our lodges, she passed away.  To 

read Jostaphine’s whole story, please use the below link: http://travelnewsnamibia.com/news/jostaphine-damab/  

 

Himba provided with access to register for the next election 
All the Himba from different villages in the area gathered together at Serra Cafema camp on the 13th of February to 

register for the next political election of Namibia. The Electoral Commission Team reached the camp with a helicopter 

and they spent two days to make sure that each and every staff member as well as any of the Himba who want to vote 

were registered and given an electoral card. All the Himba had pictures taken and got their personal card to enable 

http://travelnewsnamibia.com/news/jostaphine-damab/
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them to vote in the future. A few guests came along to spend some extra time with the local tribe and witness the 

proceedings.  

 

CITW hosts San children on a camp 

David Tjavava from Omaheke region and a former Wilderness guide approached CITW early in 2013 in an attempt to 

lobby for San children to attend a CITW camp. He introduced the idea with alternatives of sourcing transport 

sponsorship. The board approved that a group of 24 San children should be taken to Damaraland Camp in December 

2013. The San children come from the Omaheke region, very near the Namibia–Botswana border, in an area called 

Donkerpos. This in total is a distance of 450 kilometres from Windhoek and 230 kilometres from Gobabis. David had a 

26-seater bus sponsored by Sense of Africa and fuel sponsored by Nature Friends Safaris. The group of 22 children 

were then transported from their school to Windhoek. After spending a night in Windhoek at Greiters Lodge, they were 

transported to Damaraland Camp with sponsored Budget Car Rental vehicles and one Explorations stretch Land 

Rover.  

These 22 San children were constantly full of energy, full of fun, excited and amazed. With the little English they knew, 

they were not shy or hesitant to speak. They had high self-esteem and confidence and were very brave to connect all 

the English words they knew in order to communicate throughout the duration of their stay.  

 

Lapdesk donation 
Bank Windhoek of Namibia made a donation of 350 lap desks and chalk. These lap desks have multiple tables from 1 

to 12 and a drawing board on the other side. It was decided that 150 lap desks would be donated to the San children 

at the Donkerpos School.  

 

MALAWI 

A report on Tree nursery attendants’ capacity building training  

The Nanthomba tree project started two years ago. The first year it managed to raise 28 000 different types/species of 

trees. The trees were distributed to local conservation clubs, schools and religious organizations. Ten village woodlots 

and many more trees (at family level) were planted. However, the survival rate was very low. Only two woodlots 

survived in full; others woodlots have very few tress surviving; local soil proved to be very poor in that it was too acidic 

and too hard for most tree species which are recommended for the area. 

In 2013 the nursery site raised 12 000 seedlings between June and November. At the time of transplanting in 

December, only 5 000 seedlings were fit to distribute to various conservation groups. Some seedlings did not survive 

due to water shortage caused by cloudy weather which made the pumping of water (by solar pump) very difficult. The 

other reason was that in the months of September and October the water pumped was too salty for the seedlings. 

(This calls for alternative/additional water supply).  This called for basic training in nursery management and identifying 

the right soils for the right trees. 
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The training  

CITW decided to use experts from within Wilderness Safaris. Mr. Master Banda from Chintheche Root to Fruit was the 

right expert to facilitate the training. Master Banda is a retired Government Forestry technician. The training was for 

four days. The participants were: Allan Gwedeza full time nursery attendant; ten Eco-women – Tikondane club; two 

Eco-Club co-ordinators from Nanthomba School.  Topics covered included: 

 Nursery site selection – Site closer to sustainable water sources 

 Nursery site preparation – Bush clearing and constructing shed 

 Prepare soil mixtures – Clay, sand and manure mixing 

 Pot filling and seed sowing 

 Care for seedlings 

 Hardening off 

 Marking and pegging 

 Planting systems 

 Care for planted trees and fire break 

 Record keeping 

 Working with communities  

 Leadership skills 

Mr. Banda’s remarks were that the project would be very successful since he noted that there was great hunger 

among the local communities to plant more trees. He also noted that the center was surrounded by over 300 CITW 

(Eco-Club members).  Mr. Banda said that the participation of more than 300 children in the raising and caring for the 

trees would assure the meeting of the target and sustainability of the concept of forests conservation.  Mr. Banda also 

emphasized about the need for regular supervision of the site and coaching of the tree attendants.  

With support from the German Embassy, the Nanthomba nursery site will also be modified into a “Tree Nursery and 

Forestry management centre” which will be providing lectures and trainings to CITW children; all nearby schools and 

all other forest conservation groups in the local communities. The centre will be the training centre for leadership 

development in forest conservation for CITW children and all willing participants from the local communities. 

Electrification of Nandumbo Health Centre continues – H.E.L.P 
Malawi 
The electric cables that ran out during the installation of mainline power at 

Nandumbo Health Centre have now been supplied for the completion of the 

work. Currently, all the poles have been wired and a transformer has been 

installed. It is now in the hands of Balaka District Health Office to finalize 

some technical logistics with the Electricity Supply Commission of Malawi 

(ESCOM) to get the power into the buildings on. 

MSB/AMOR School Block completed – H.E.L.P. Malawi  
The second new school block jointly built by the Association of AMOR and 

Malawi Savings Bank (MSB) is now completed and ready to be utilised. The school block which has two classrooms is 

expected to accommodate 120 pupils.  

Construction of MDM Activity Centre progress – H.E.L.P. Malawi 

The construction of MDM Activity Centre has been progressing incredibly well. The Centre shall be used for 

afterschool activities in the afternoon and normal classes in the morning. It shall also be used for some important 

community meetings and events. 
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School garden promises bumper yields this year – H.E.L.P. Malawi  

For the first time the community has actively participated in growing of food crops 

at Nanthomba School to feed over 120 after-school pupils twice a week. Starting 

from land preparation through to weeding, they were so cooperative in getting the 

school garden established, facilitated by H.E.L.P. Malawi Community Mobiliser. 

The crops promise bumper yields this year that can sustain the programme for the 

rest of the year. 

H.E. L.P. Malawi Hands over School Block and Activity Centre  
March 18 was an important day to the people of Nandumbo Area, TA Kalembo in Balaka District as H.E.L.P. Malawi 

handed over a school block worth MWK13,000,000 (about $35,616), constructed with funding from Association of 

AMOR-France, Malawi Savings Bank and Central African Wilderness Safaris; and an Activity Centre worth over 

MWK4,222,320 ($11,568) that was constructed with funding from Finelli Architectural Iron & Stairs (USA) at 

Nanthomba Primary School. The handover ceremony was presided over by The Director of Basic Education (DBE), 

Dr. Joseph Chimombo.  

Learners benefited from H.E.L.P. Malawi – IFAW partnership 
2500 pupils from the schools of Nanthomba, Mlambe, Kavunguti, Kafulafula and 

scholarship students of Namalomba Community Day Secondary School have received 

school bags and water bottles donated by International Fund for Animal Welfare 

(IFAW). Learners will be able to keep their learning materials safe in the bags and use 

the bottles for all-sweet beer (thobwa) and soaked roasted maize as a school break 

snack. 

The Ursuline visits Nanthomba School again – H.E.L.P Malawi 
As the partnership between the two schools of Nanthomba-Malawi and Ursuline 

College-USA deepens, another dedicated team of four volunteers from the College 

led by College Alumni Director, Tiffany Mushrush Mentzer went to the school with 

all the sewing supplies and techniques to freely provide Nanthomba learners for 

two weeks.  

Have you ever heard of the black rhino? - Orsi Bedo 
On the 29th of January, over 160 children (80 of them Eco-club members) of 

Nanthomba Primary School attended a presentation given by Mr James 

Kamtzokota (rhino tracker from African Parks Majete) and Krisz Gyongyi (Rhino ecologist from Liwonde National Park 

[LNP]).  The talk was about the critically endangered black rhino, its status and plight driven by the ever more 

widespread poaching pressure in the park.  

With the presentation we not only wanted to introduce this ancient animal to the kids finally but draw their attention to 

the threats the park is facing (e.g. illegal resource use, trespassing). It was emphasised to the pupils that if poaching 

becomes uncontrollable in LNP, a wide-spread population decline of various species could occur - and once they are 

gone, nothing will bring them back. 

 

We discussed the important roles protected areas play in our lives and children learnt from Mr Kamzokota’s engaging 

talk that parks generate significant amounts of revenue from tourism and thus they contribute to the national economy.  

Trees for Nanthomba - Orsi Bedo 
Children from the CITW Eco-Club at Nanthomba Full Primary School know that one of the biggest threats to the 

environment and their lives is deforestation – an estimated at 2.8% annually in Malawi. The Club set up a woodlot 
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around the school this January. Following expert advice by the Swedish ‘Root to Fruit’ organisation, Mr Master Banda 

and Mrs Lauren Williams in Chinteche, they prepared the ground before planting. 

 
 
This January we managed to plant over 100 tree seedlings and we encourage club members to take charge of their 

woodlot. We trust that if enough attention is given to these trees by our “Eco-children”, they will feel responsible of the 

woodlot and care for it in the years to come. 

“Tree-planting kids” visit Mvuu Camp - Orsi Bedo  
Nanthomba Full Primary School, near Liwonde National Park (LNP) is acknowledged for its efforts in emphasising 

conservation education and creating a new environmental minded generation. Having a tree nursery on its own, a 

woodlot was also set up behind the school. A smaller group of enthusiastic Eco-Club children (only 18 of the larger 

club) took part in the strenuous work week after week.  

As appreciation for their hard work, Orsi Bedo organised a field trip to LNP. The 18 “tree-planters” were accompanied 

by Nanthomba teacher, Edward Mapunda and enjoyed the Saturday morning of the 5th of April at Mvuu Camp and the 

park. In the Education Centre we discussed the roles national parks and protected areas play in our lives, the rich 

variety of wild plants and animals this park protects. We talked about job opportunities Wilderness Safaris is offering to 

skilled professionals from the local community.  

Our dedicated safari guide, Chifundo Nyambalo, who himself first came to Mvuu as a “Children in the Wilderness” 

camper, took us on a boat safari, where we could admire the great variety of birdlife along the Shire river. The children 

made notes and remembered at least 10 different bird species.  

 
 

CITW Nanthomba Centre – Park Fence maintenance and protection program – Symon Chibaka 

CITW Eco-Clubs from Nanthomba cluster centre decided to commemorate the 21
st
 March (International Forest Day), 

with some actions. They came together from four schools (Nanthomba, Kavunguti, Kafulafula Primary and 

Namalomba Secondary School); all of which are from the CITW Eco-Club Cluster Center of Nanthomba. 

 

 
 

The children with support from their Eco-Club coordinators (School Teachers), decided to do Park Fence clearing and 

build a fire break long the Park fence. They wanted to protect the Park’s forest from uncontrolled fires from nearby 

village fields.  The day was led by the Park Fence Eco-Club which has 25 members specially trained by Park officers 
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in fence management. The 25 members were followed by all Eco-Clubs; the Eco-Clubs were then followed by all other 

interested pupils/students from their respective schools. The total number of children who participated in the exercise 

was 345 children, 11 teachers and 11 Village Headmen. The children managed to make a fire break of 6 kilometre 

south and north from Makhanga gate. 

 

ZIMBABWE 

 

African Adventure Company Nutrition Programme 
The management and staff of The Africa Adventure Company in the USA recently made a donation which has been 

allocated to the on-going CITW Nutrition Program, which is run in the schools of five community villages in the 

Tsholotsho area of Zimbabwe, on the borders of Hwange National Park. Supplies of mealie meal, sugar beans, salt 

and cooking oil for these schools are sent in every two weeks; current costs are approximately US$2,500 per delivery 

and the food provided ensures that approximately 1 238 school children receive a nutritious meal each school day of 

the year. 

 

The Nutrition Program was brought about after it was noted that there were numerous hungry children as a result of 

poor harvests in the drought-ridden areas in which CITW operate. Many children were weak and sick so were unable 

to walk the 5-10km distances to attend school each day, as a result absenteeism was high. Those students that were 

able to attend school were very sickly so attendance was erratic and concentration levels during class were low. The 

implementation of the Nutrition Program is aimed at improving the general health and well-being of children attending 

school in rural areas, thereby maximising the benefits of attending school.  

Attendance and concentration levels have increased dramatically and improvements in the nutritional status of the 

children are noticeable. The additional introduction of a deworming program to compliment the nutrition program 

ensures that the children receive maximum nutritional benefit from the meals that they are being provided with. Active 

community involvement is vital and parents volunteer their assistance on a roster-basis to assist the schools with 

preparation of the food each day. 

Chalk and Exercise Book Donations 
As rural schools opened for First Term of 2014, supplies of exercise books and basic teacher aids, such as blackboard 

chalk and dusters were sadly lacking. The majority of parents in the rural communities are unable to afford exercise 

books for their children and the government no longer supplies them to the schools. Chalk is an expensive commodity 

not always readily available in Zimbabwe, and funds at these schools are already stretched to their limits.  

With thanks to donor funding, Children in the Wilderness were able to assist seven rural primary schools in 

Tsholotsho, Lukosi and Victoria Falls with the procurement and delivery of these much-needed items. Benefitting 

schools included Ziga, Ngamo, Mpindo, Kapane and Jakalasi Primary Schools (in Tsholotsho), St Mary’s Primary 

School (in Lukosi) and Jabulani Primary School (in Victoria Falls).  

Each school received Mathematics and English exercise books as well as both coloured and white blackboard chalk 

and blackboard erasers. Teachers and students alike were full of smiles and gratitude as they expressed their 
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excitement and thanks for these donations. Students even asked the teachers what a blackboard eraser was as it was 

the first time they had ever seen one, which goes to show how rare these important tools are at these Schools. 

 
 

The exercise books will be used for the children to do all their schoolwork in and provides for three books per child per 

subject for the year. Having books to work in impacts hugely on a teacher’s ability to monitor and measure the impact 

of their teaching and written work and is excellent reinforcement for lessons taught. As all lessons and instructions are 

carried out on blackboards in the classrooms, chalk is an important part of a teacher’s equipment and stationery, so a 

good supply is a necessity. These donations will affect a combined total of 2 180 students at these seven schools. 

 

Ngamo and Ziga Primary School Junior Playgrounds  
The school grounds at both Ngamo and Ziga Primary Schools had virtually nothing when it came to having a 

specifically designed play-area for their junior primary children and most playtime was spent sitting under trees or 

playing in the dust. Playgrounds are extremely useful tools for gross motor skill development in children (i.e. physical 

activities such as running, swinging, climbing, crawling etc.) and are, therefore, an essential part of a child’s 

development in their early years.  

In March 2013, Children in the Wilderness (CITW) approached Grand Circle Foundation for assistance with funding 

and it was agreed that it was time to develop a playground for the children at these two schools. With the use of both 

new and recycled materials GCF provided the resources, and community members from Ziga and Ngamo were 

encouraged by CITW to help build swings, seesaws, and climbing frames as well as a rustic “summer-house”, which 

provides shade during the hot summer months. Not only is a playground important for fun, but it provides activities for 

children in their free time and encourages free-play, which is very important for the development of their imaginations. 

The project was completed in November 2013 and the children and teaching staff are extremely excited about their 

colourful new playgrounds. The benefits of improved manual dexterity and creative, fun play-time will not only mean 

positive motor-skill development but also brings huge smiles to each and every child. 

 
 

 

The Mother Bear Project 
The Mother Bear Project is in the USA; this non-profit organization is dedicated to providing comfort and hope to 

under-privileged children, primarily those affected by HIV/AIDS, by giving them a gift of love in the form of hand-knitted 

and crocheted bears. The simple gift of a hand-knitted bear with a tag signed by the knitter helps show these children 

that they are unconditionally loved. 
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People from all over the world are involved in knitting these bears which are then distributed throughout Africa. CITW 

has a long association with Mother Bear and the gift of these bears is shared with children who participate in our Eco-

Club Camps in Zimbabwe, Zambia and Botswana, as well as being distributed to deserving children in hospitals, 

clinics, orphanages and children’s homes in the surrounding areas in which we operate.  

2014 marks the year that 100 000 bears will have been distributed through the Mother Bear Project.  CITW are so 

proud to be associated with this program and look forward to bringing a happy smile and warm heart to many more 

deserving children in the years to come. 

Ziga Community receives donation of mosquito nets 
During the month of December 2013, Mr Bill Hilton, a guest of Grand Circle 

Foundaiton visited Hwange National Park in Zimbabwe. During his stay he also 

visited the Ziga Community, a small village in Tsholotsho on the outskirts of the 

National Park.  

During Mr Hilton’s visit to Ziga Village he noticed that the community had very 

little to aid in the prevention of this malaria and expressed a desire to help. 

CITW were happy to facilitate the delivery of 150 mosquito nets that have been 

generously donated to the people of Ziga in January 2014. 

Ziga Library and Media Centre 
Ziga Primary School in Tsholotsho, Zimbabwe have received a number of donations of children and adult novels and 

reference books over the years, however due to a shortage of space and shelving, much of the material is in boxes 

and not easily accessible. CITW Zimbabwe approached Grand Circle Foundation (GCF) with a project proposal, and 

with thanks to their generous contributions, construction of a beautiful new Library and Media Centre was started in 

October 2013. Although the rainy season delayed progress slightly over the Christmas period, thanks to the dedicated 

efforts of a local construction company, the project was completed in early March 2014. Having a dedicated area 

designed to accommodate both books and computer equipment is a huge asset to both the students and Ziga 

Community as a whole. This exciting addition to the School will greatly assist with improvements in reading ability, as 

well as be a fantastic start to computer literacy. The School has also received two computers; printers; a generator 

and an inverter, and as cell phone network now extends to this area, internet access opens up a whole new world to 

an otherwise rather media- and computer-deprived community. Below are photographs of the building process 

including the handover of keys to a very proud Headmaster, Mr. Moses Chilufia.  

 

Franklin Wells for the World Foundation Borehole Donations 
Franklin Wells for the World Foundation (FWWF) is a global leader in the production of water and fuelling systems. 

Their aim is to address the need for clean water systems and to provide long-term accessible and safe groundwater 

sources to at-risk communities in developing countries. In 2013 CITW and Rotary Club of Victoria Falls were 

approached by Mr Attie Jonker, Director of Franklin Electric in South Africa with regard to the donation and installation 

of boreholes at some of the community schools and villages that we are associated with in Tsholotsho and Victoria 

Falls.  
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Once approval was received from the Zimbabwe Ministry of Education for exemption from import duties, FWWF 

successfully installed five boreholes with the necessary pumping equipment at Kapane, Mpindo, Jakalsi & Ziga 

Primary Schools (Tsholotsho), and Jabulani Primary School (Victoria Falls); a total project value of approximately 

US$77,000.00. During the handover ceremony a local Chief pointed out that his village had been there for almost a 

hundred years, but this was the first time they had access to the clear water that had been running deep below their 

feet  

KENYA 

Uaso Nyiro ‘Waterbank’ Primary School Wins Prestigious International Award for ‘Greenest School 
on Earth 2013’ - Ernest Nyamasyo 
Uaso Nyiro Primary School, supported by the Zeitz Foundation, has won international distinction as the recipient of 

‘The Greenest School on Earth 2013’ award.  The Greenest School on Earth recognition is an annual announcement 

made by the Center for Green Schools by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) that highlights a school that 

exemplifies how sustainability can be integrated into what and where students learn. The award has been made in 

recognition of the positive social and environmental impacts that the Waterbank School building is having on the 

school and surrounding community.  

The Waterbank School building is part of the Zeitz Foundation’s Laikipia Progamme’s efforts to develop and introduce 

sustainable rain water harvesting practises which are replicable and can be scaled up throughout Laikipia County. 

Whilst the construction was managed and implemented by the Zeitz Foundation, the Waterbank school design is the 

brainchild of PITCH_Africa and the project was funded by Guernsey Overseas Aid. This innovative school addresses 

water, educational, social and health requirements of the students and surrounding communities in an area which 

receives less than 600mm of rainfall annually. Designed by PITCH_Africa, the ‘Waterbank School’ building’s unique 

600m² roof catchment area can harvest, store and filter more than 350 000 litres of rain water annually - this means 

that the students who attend the school receive 5 litres a day year round. This access to clean water means a 

reduction in illness and malnutrition, fewer school absences and improved study results. 

 

The school also achieves greater gender equality as the girls in the community, who typically spend hours collecting 

water, are able to attend school and do homework instead. Every child is also able to learn about economically and 

environmentally sustainable rainwater harvesting, water filtration, sanitation and agricultural practices while at school. 

The Waterbank School building embodies the very knowledge the children need in order for them to survive and 

improve their circumstances. The area of accommodation, provided by the Waterbank School building, is more than 

double that provided by standard linear 4-classroom rural school buildings and in addition to 4 full-sized indoor/outdoor 

classrooms, the Waterbank School buildings include protected vegetable gardens for the children, four teacher’s 

rooms, community spaces and a workshop, a courtyard theater and a water reservoir with integrated water filtration. 

Despite all these benefits, the Waterbank School buildings cost less to construct than the standard four class room 

block design so common in Laikipia. 

The Waterbank School building at Uaso Nyiro has received a US$ 5,000 grant to initiate or enhance a school 

sustainability program from the U.S. Green Building Council - a US based non-profit organization committed to a 

prosperous and sustainable future through cost-efficient and energy-saving green buildings. 

Multiple Collaborations Quench The Thirst At Greater Segera - Ernest Nyamasyo 

The hot blazing sun north of Laikipia County did not intimidate volunteer engineers from the United States from 

constructing rainwater harvesting systems at Sukutan Village, Greater Segera. The project is a component of the Zeitz 

Foundation’s sustainable water management programme, which focuses on developing and introducing sustainable 

rain water harvesting designs and practises for both domestic and institutional levels. This programme involves piloting 

different rain water harvesting approaches and technologies with Engineers Without Border, Pitch_Africa and the 

Gansu Research Institute for Water Conservancy. The team from Engineers Without Borders (EWB) transformed a 
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commonly used water collection design into a prototype suitable for thatched 

roof homes but not without initial research and overcoming some minor 

challenges.  

A similar project using a different design for capture and storage of the 

rainwater for domestic use was completed earlier this year by Zeitz 

Foundation in collaboration with Chinese engineers from the Gansu 

Research Institute for Water Conservancy in Northern Approaches. The 

focus now is on careful monitoring of both to determine which design proves 

most effective.  Zeitz Foundation is also implementing a range of designs for 

Rain Water Harvesting on an institutional scale.  

Rainwater Prototype Brings Clean Water To Thatched Roof Homes - Gayla Fecher, P.E. Technical 
Lead for Laikipia Water Project, Engineers Without Borders 

Six years ago, following an out-break of violence, the inhabitants of Mathira 2 community, commonly known as 

Sukutan,in the Laikipia District (Kenya), decided to improve their land security and natural resource management. 

Together with the Zeitz Foundation, the Orange County Professional Chapter of Engineers without Borders (EWB-

USA OC) identified clean water improvements ranking second in importance after peace and first in level of difficulty to 

resolve. In need of technical expertise and in recognition of their presence and previous successful work in the 

community the Community-NGO partnership approached EWB-USA OC for help. 

The EWB-USA OC began with a comprehensive alternative assessment evaluating eight different surface water, 

groundwater, and rainwater collection options for cost value, sustainability and feasibility. The thatched roof rain 

catchment, storage and filtration system consistently ranked high (and was ultimately selected) due to its promotion of 

water independence for each family in Sukutan, ability to be built by each adult member of the community, and use of 

local materials. 

A critical component of the rainwater design was to ensure adequate water was likely to be collected. Using rainfall 

data since 1989, creating a basis of design regarding hut sizing and efficiencies and losses, and looking at 10th 

(green), 50 (blue), and 90th (red) percentile data, EWB-USA OC were able to establish monthly collection 

expectations per household and compare them to current usage rates, Lifewater recommendations, and World Health 

Organization (WHO) guidelines. The results showed that, while this option would be unsustainable as a lone source, a 

successful design could contribute an average of 34 percent to a family’s water demand based on Lifewater criteria. In 

addition, during the two rainy seasons, this option could meet more than a household’s daily needs, eliminating the 

need for women to trudge to neighbouring water supplies in storms.  

 

After several design revisions, the first stage of the prototype construction took place in August 2013, during which the 

team installed two slightly different prototypes. Each system has five common primary components: 

• A UV-Resistant-plastic-tarp roof cover, flexible in size, cut and shaped to each roof and secured to the gutter; 

• A gutter system designed to be easily removed and replaced for the tarp yet elevated so as to minimize losses and 

limit contamination; 

• A first flush system to limit debris and contamination into the filter; 

• A roughing filtration system contained in a salvage drum or tank using local rocks and soils for media; 

• 1,800 L of operable, buried storage capacity with a pitcher pump for water removal. 

 

The final installation is expected to cost between $500 and $800 per household. One primary goal of these designs is 

to ensure that each community member can supply and install these installations themselves using local materials on 

any thatched roof home. To that end, each installation was completed in partnership with the Sukutan community, as 
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teaching them the skills to complete these assemblies over time is critical. However, some changes were made during 

prototype installation: the expensive buried tank sourced from Nairobi would be replaced by a combination of precast 

concrete blocks, cement, and waterproofing mortar.  EWB-USA OC is now monitoring the pilot project incorporating 

lessons learned into the prototype design. For the next six month, a dedicated community member will be completing 

a checklist every two weeks to monitor construction security, cracks, leaks, and other deficiencies. The members will 

take carbon monoxide (CO) from inside the house to determine the impact of covering the roof as well as the optimum 

location for improved ventilation design. The team members will take monthly coli form readings with materials left on 

site to determine the longevity of the media.  The overall impact of the project will be measured by the improvement of 

health and wellness across the community. 

The primary expenditure for the rainwater systems regarding maintenance is replacement of the tarps, which is 

expected to occur at a maximum of every ten years at a price of KSH 4,200. The community will be trained in these 

replacement activities; therefore no skilled labour will be required. The Sukutan community, hosting 34 homes, has 

agreed to raise approximately KSH 15,000 each year to achieve the maintenance for the community. The community 

has committed to using their plans in agriculture development to pay for these materials. Alternatively, this is 

equivalent to the current price of one small cow that the community could sell. 

Zeitz Foundation Award Winning Staff - Ernest Mwongela 

Zeitz Foundation’s staff have recently made great strides academically that will see them 

better deliver within their respective projects. Patricia Muiko, the Community Projects 

Manager, this month won the much coveted 2014 AWARD Fellowship laureate. The Africa 

Women Agricultural and Development (AWARD) Fellowship focuses on fostering 

mentoring and partnerships; building science skills; developing leadership capacity; and 

tracking learning, monitoring, and evaluation. She is among the 70 impressive, talented, 

motivated women agricultural researchers chosen from among 790 applications for this two 

year career development program, which starts early in 2014. 

Earlier in June, Njenga Kahiro, our Laikipia Programme Manager, won the Kinship 

Conservation Fellows for a month-long fellowship on exploring market-based approaches 

to environmental issues. The 2013 cohort of Fellows took part in Bellingham, Washington, USA to prepare them to 

successfully implement innovative strategies in the field. The Kinship’s mission is to develop a community of leaders 

dedicated to collaborative approaches to environmental issues with an emphasis on market-based principles. 

Zeitz Foundation’s Bursary Scheme 'A' Students Join National Schools 
Four students from the Zeitz bursary scheme have been accepted into national 

secondary schools following their exceptional performances at the Kenya 

Certificate for Primary Examinations. Teresina Litana Leporole and Moses Kioko 

Mutuota from Uaso Nyiro Primary School scored 366 and 350 marks respectively 

out of an overall 400 mark to be admitted to Nyahururu Girls National School and 

St. Augustine Boys High Shool. Teresia was sponsored by Hazelgrove 

Preparatory School and Moses by Gavin Rihoy. Mary Waruguru Wanjiku and 

James Guandai Loichorua from Endana Rimary School secured a chance to 

pursue their secondary education at St. Loise Girls School Laikipia and Nanyuki 

High School after scoring 318 and 342 marks respectively. The Zeitz Foundation 

sponsored Mary and Hazelgrove Preparatory School sponsored James. The Zeitz Foundation’s bursary scheme 

assists bright students from families in Laikipia to grow into resourceful and socially active adults. In the past year, the 

Zeitz Foundation supported 15 students through secondary education. The aim is to raise this number to 40 students 

by 2015. 

Laikipia Unity League Engages Thousands in 4Cs Activities To Address Environmental and Social 
Issues - Ernest Nyamasyo & Andrew Oloo 

The Laikipia Unity League, a Zeitz Foundation project of the Laikipia Unity Programme, aims to address livelihood and 

environmental issues affecting the Laikipia community through the foundation’s 4Cs philosophy of Conservation, 

Community, Culture and Commerce. The league uses the powerful and unifying medium of football as a catalyst to 

bring people together and provide the forums where dozens of related environmental, social and cultural activities take 

place.  
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At the League games the sweet smell of cooking rice emanates from a 

cushion like contraption called the Wonderbag - a fireless cooking device - 

and several white jars with clay covers stand side by side. These are water 

filters that are used to educate the crowd on the importance of filtering water 

for the general health of the community. There are also demonstrations to the 

crowd how to filter water using a device called a Lifestraw, and how to cook 

using the Wonderbag and thus conserve the environment in an area where 

majority of the households chop trees for firewood. 

Solar lamplights are essential for every household in the region that has no 

electricity. The lamps go a long way in helping pupils and students do their 

homework and excel in their education. The Laikipia Unity League, recently endorsed by Football Federation Kenya, 

kicked off six months ago and is an off-shoot of the popular Laikipia Unity Cup (LUC), a football tournament which 

aims is to create unity, peace and understanding amongst the diverse and dispersed communities of Laikipia County, 

whilst raising awareness of environmental issues and delivering health care to marginalised, diverse communities of 

Laikipia county. Sponsored by the Zeitz Foundation, with Chelsea FC striker Samuel Eto’o as the patron, the League 

is unique in that 50% of points are scored through football achievements and 50% through conservation, community, 

cultural or commercial projects that each team has to undertake on an on-going basis. All teams are required to have 

their own 4C project. The teams themselves select what this project will be. This ensures that there is commitment to 

the project as the players pick projects – from a ‘master list’ - that pique their interests and are matched to their skills 

and the locale in which they live. Projects include demonstrating and marketing the various sustainable technologies 

being introduced; conservation agriculture plots, tree nurseries and reafforestation activities, control of invasive plant 

species, beekeeping, sanitation, local clean ups and establishment of waste collection centres, to mention just a few. 

Academy, School and Environmental Education Centre Breaks Ground - Aggrey Maganga 
The construction of the Samuel Eto’o Laikipia Unity Football Academy and 

Environmental Education Centre is well underway, with its elevated football 

pitch promising to be a major attraction in the Laikipia Landscape. Ground 

was broken at Endana Secondary School, home of the Academy, on 

August 19th 2013, with commencement of phase 1, the Girls’ Dormitory, 

and Canteen & Kitchen buildings, designed by PITCH_Africa. Soon to 

follow is construction of the Boys’ Dormitory Extension & Trainer’s House 

and two Ablution Blocks. Phase 11 of the works, the Eto’o Academy and 

Futsal Stadium building, is set to break ground in December 2013. 

Completion and handing over of the buildings is set to be in sections, and 

the final building shall be handed over in June 2014, in time for the Laikipia 

Unity Cup 2014. The buildings are all designed by PITCH_Africa to maximise rainwater harvesting, supplying over 

1,000,000 litres annually when completed and the Academy and Endana school will consequently serve as the major 

rainwater harvesting demonstration site for Laikipia. The Academy and Secondary School will also incorporate an 

Environmental Education and Outreach Centre and will serve as a Headquarters for the Zeitz Foundation’s Laikipia 

Unity League and the hub for environmental outreach activities. The Environmental Education centre and its activities 

will be run in collaboration with the Laikipia Wildlife Forums Environmental Education Programme.  The Environmental 

Education centre will showcase a variety of alternative energy, water and land management technologies and 

approaches, a conservation agriculture farm and training centre to support the school’s nutritional requirements and 

community needs and a woodlot. 

The Academy itself will provide facilities and training for 40 youngsters to up-grade their football and educational 

talents, providing unique opportunities for students to reach their full potential and become world-class football players, 

establishing them as role models for other youth throughout Laikipia and beyond. Students attending the Academy will 

be selected through the League. Selection will be based on football potential but also on achievements in social, 

environmental and cultural activities. The Academy will be integrated into an existing school, Endana Secondary 

School, and will see the upgrading of educational facilities for approximately 400 students. This will include the 

building of girls’ dormitories to ensure that girls are also able to attend the school and take maximum advantage of the 

opportunities it offers. Our thanks go to the Samuel Eto’o Private Foundation, Cameron O’Reilly family, Ol Pejeta 

Conservancy and Guernsey Overseas Aid for their financial support to this unique project. 

  

 


