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WILDERNESS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 
 

QUARTER TWO 

 

Sixteen community development and CITW staff attended our annual Regional Children in the Wilderness/Community 
Development Workshop in Hazyview in South Africa towards the end of May.  Each region did a presentation on their 
community development and CITW initiatives. Other topics of discussion included fund-raising, reporting, 
communication, governance, branding, the Eco-Club programme and newsletters.  The workshop was a fantastic 
opportunity to share ideas, learn from other regions and ensure the long-term sustainability of the programme.  The 
second Quarter also saw the build up to our annual Nedbank Tour de Tuli cycling fundraiser for Children in the 
Wilderness.  We were thrilled that the Nedbank Tour de Tuli won the We Are Africa Innovation Award for Most Original 
Itinerary.  The Nedbank Tour de Tuli is an important fundraising vehicle for non-profit Children in the Wilderness, 
which has been hosting unique mountain bike tours since 2005. Over the years, these events have grown in stature to 
become one of the finest mountain biking experiences in South Africa, Botswana and Zimbabwe. 
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COUNTRY NEWS 

ZIMBABWE 
 
Mother Bear donates knitting wool and other supplies to Ziga Community Women’s Knitting Group 
Working in collaboration with various donors Children in the Wilderness Tsholotsho 
empowers rural community members to create self-sustainable projects such as 
knitting groups. With training provided by CITW volunteers, the mothers and 
grandmothers gather together to knit scarves, jerseys, handbags, mats, gloves and 
countless other products for sale to supplement their income so that they can send 
their children to school.   The Mother Bear Project, an American non-profit 
organization is dedicated to providing comfort and hope to under privileged children. 

Mother Bear donate countless hand-knitted teddy bears each year as a gift of love 
for Children in the Wilderness to distribute at the annually run children’s camps.   

Zimbabwe recently received a beautiful parcel from Mother Bear which included 
countless balls of colourful knitting wool and much-needed knitting needles, which 
will be distributed to the Ziga Community Women’s Knitting Group in Tsholotsho 
Zimbabwe. 

Jabulani Primary School Toilet Block 
Children in the Wilderness works with a number of rural schools in Zimbabwe; Jabulani Primary School is one such 
school, situated approximately 22km outside of Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. The school has over 200 students and the 
previously inadequate ablution facilities resulted in the students being forced to use the bush for their ablutions which 
was not only unsanitary but also unhygienic. The implementation of a more sanitary toilet block was essential and with 
thanks to combined funding received from generous Grand Circle Foundation Travelers USA and the ladies of 
Summerlea Golf Club in Canada, construction of a new toilet block comprising of eight separate boys and girls blair 
toilets was recently completed. As a gesture of thanks and on behalf of the Jabulani Community, a local sign writer 
graciously donated his time and painted gorgeous animals on the toilet walls, each wearing either shorts or skirts so 
as to differentiate the girls’ toilets from the boys.  

 

Jabulani Primary School receives furniture for Grades Three and Four  
Jabulani Primary School’s Headmistress, Sefiwe Ndlovu, started the school in 2003 with no funding, using a donated 
tent as a classroom after she realised that there were large numbers of children in the Jabulani area who had no 
access to schooling. Over time, a rudimentary three-room classroom block was erected with the help of local 
community members but furnishings were virtually non-existent and students have been using battered wooden 
benches where possible but mostly sat on the cold concrete floor. Thanks to funding received from generous Grand 
Circle Foundation travellers, the School were ecstatic when they received a delivery of 40 student chairs, 20 double 
desks and a teacher’s desk and chair. Desks and chairs are important in the early years of child development 
especially with regard to handwriting and posture. The provision of classroom furniture allows each child their own 
work space which will greatly affect the quality of work that is produced.  
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Jabulani Playground Fundraiser in Australia 
In May 2012, CITW was approached by Brian Ness, an ex-Zimbabwean who now lives in 
Australia and joins also joins us a cyclist on the Nedbank Tour de Tuli. Brian had been 
developing a network in Australia that could assist with providing funding as well as teacher 
training support, he was keen to help, particularly with improving educational opportunities 
for children, and wanted to focus on the Victoria Falls region. It was through Brian that 
valued partnerships were formed with Dr Jo Ailwood (Senior Lecturer) and Dr Stephanie 
Bengtsson (Lecturer) at The University of Newcastle in Australia. Jo and Stephanie visited 
Zimbabwe in February 2014 and were actively involved in a hugely successful teacher 
training program at Jabulani School.   

Playground facilities at Jabulani Primary School are non-existent and this is an important part of any junior school. 
Play centres provide fun activities for children in their free time and is an important part in the development of 

imaginations. A playground is also an extremely useful tool in the gross motor 
development of young children.  

Realising there was a need for one at Jabulani, on their return to Australia Stephanie and 
Jo with assistance from Fiona O’Connor of The Blackbutt Hotel, Linda Kelleher of Intimo 
Lingerie and Kate Graham of Wanderlust for Women (all Australian businesses), arranged 
a fundraising dinner on the evening specifically for Jabulani Primary School. We were 
overwhelmed by the result ~ an extraordinary amount of eleven thousand Australian 
Dollars was raised! 

 
Fundraising for a purpose: Wilderness Safaris employee, Tracy Bamber, runs her 8th 
Comrades Marathon 
For the past eight years Wilderness Safaris employee, Tracy Bamber, has run the Comrades 
Marathon and raised funds for Children in the Wilderness.  This year Tracy pledged a large 
portion of her funds raised to Children in the Wilderness Zimbabwe.   

Agent visit to Jabulani School, Victoria Falls 
In May 2014 CITW Zimbabwe hosted an agent that had been referred through Africa Inscribed 
Private Travel on a visit to Jabulani Primary School and village.  Susan Sparks and her son 
Matthew were visiting from Aspen, Colorado; Susan specializes in independent adventure travel packages for VIP 
guests, and was interested to see what alternatives could be offered to the discerning guest wanting to experience 
something completely different to the vast range of adventure activities offered in Victoria Falls.  CITW work closely 
with Jabulani Primary School and village, situated 22km outside of Victoria Falls, so a short site-inspection was 
arranged.  The tour gave a brief overview of the ‘Day In The Life’ guest experience offered by CITW and Wilderness 
Safaris for groups who are interested in an authentic rural African school and village experience.  The School 
Headmistress took the guests into each classroom and the visit ended with song and dance by a few of the Grade 7 
students.  Matt had a few miniature parachute toys which he shared with the infants before they were shown the High 
School, and then went on to the village.  Here they were given a quick talk about village practise before being shown 
around the Headman’s home and the ‘court’ area where any village disputes are discussed.  All in all they thoroughly 
enjoyed their visit and certainly went away with a very personal view on rural African life to share with friends and 
prospective guests who may visit in the future.  
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Johnson & Johnson Nutrition Programme in Zimbabwe 
Johnson & Johnson very generously funded the Zimbabwe Nutrition 
Programme in Zimbabwe from September 2013 to September 2014.  This 
funding has allowed over 1500 children to receive a meal every school 
day.  The programme also allowed all children on the nutrition programme 
to undergo deworming to enhance the benefits of the received nutrition.  
The photos on the right of Kapane before the start of the nutrition 
programme and again afterwards highlight the benefits of good nutrition 
from an overall health perspective.  The improvements in concentration 
levels, etc. are also excellent.   

ZAMBIA 

Donation of 11 One Laptop per Child to Twabuka Community School, Zambia 
US travel writer Candyce H. Stapen recently visited Wilderness Safaris’ Toka Leya Camp from 15-17 June, not only to 
enjoy Zambia’s renowned hospitality, but also to donate 11 new computers from One Laptop per Child (OLPC) to 
Twabuka Community School in Sinde Village. The laptops are powered by their own individual solar panels, which 
eliminates the immediate need of providing electricity for the school. The computers’ programmes are also able to 
operate without Internet access when necessary, although Internet access is a plus.   OLPC is a non-profit 
organisation founded in 2005 with the goal of transforming education by providing every child with access to a 
connected laptop computer, the XO laptop. Connected laptops provide a cost-effective way to create learning 
environments that facilitate the greatest possible development of all children. OLPC is driven by a firm belief that 
laptops have a unique ability to leverage children’s innate curiosity and desire to learn, to develop critical thinking 
skills, and to foster a lifelong love of learning. 

 

“I am delighted to be working with Travel Sommelier who helped plan our wonderful trip to Zambia and with Children in 
the Wilderness (CITW) to bring One Laptop per Child (OLPC) computers to rural schools in Africa. The project, 
Henny’s Kids, is named for my mother, Henrietta, who was an elementary school teacher”, says Candyce H. Stapen. 
“She would have been extremely proud to see how quickly the children learned how to use their new laptops and she 
would have been delighted to provide access to reading material and to a whole new world of  educational 
opportunities.”   
 
Sinde Village Pre-School Playground 
Thanks to a generous guest donation, Toka Leya Camp was able to build and provide equipment for a playground at 
the Sinde Village Pre-School.  The children, who had never had a playground before, were delighted with the new 
equipment, which includes slides, swings, a see-saw and a merry-go-round. 
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BOTSWANA 

Soccer in the Wilderness Clinics with Gordon Gilbert 
The Soccer coaching clinics held in Maun and Sankuyo village recently were facilitated by professional soccer player 
and CITW Ambassador, Gordon Gilbert. The event was organized by CITW Botswana and soccer teams from primary 
schools in Maun were invited:   the “Re ba bona Ha” which is a team of players from different schools who have shown 
potential in soccer playing brought 15 participants, Matshwane Primary, a private school, brought 16 participants and 
Shashe Primary School, one of the CITW schools in Botswana, brought 20 participants.  

The other teams which benefitted from the coaching clinic were the three teams from Wilderness Holdings - the Maun 
Donkeys from Wilderness Safaris, Wilderness Air team and the Northern Air Maintenance team.  The Sankoyo Bush 
Bucks team was invited but could not make it due to other commitments, but the Coach came for a briefing where he 
received some advice from Gordon on how to deal with pressure when in a soccer league. 

 

Apart from the skills and drills the participants learned, Gordon also shared with them the importance of self-discipline 
and commitment when a person would like to achieve something in life. He gave a brief background on how he 
managed to become a professional player, and he agreed with the participants that it is not an easy task but it all goes 
back to an individual’s commitment. 

He gave a brief talk on the importance of conservation and why the participants need to take care of the environment.   
In a nutshell he encouraged the school children to take their school work seriously so that they can earn good grades 
which will enable them to go into tertiary schools.  Even if one is a very good athlete they still need education because 
an athlete’s active life span is very short: so education is the only key which can better our lives. 

Environmental Stewardship Programme  
The Environmental Stewardship  Programme  (ESP) camp which was held in Khwai Discoverer in April 2014 marked 
the 7th camp held since the  inception of the programme.  When the programme started in 2008 it was only hosting 
children from eight schools.  This was the first time to host children from 10 schools, the two newly added schools are 
Kareng and Habu primary Schools.  It was also an honour for CITW Botswana to have a CITW Coordinator from 
South Africa as one of the facilitators and observer, her feedback was of great help to CITW Botswana as it will assist 
in the development of the programme. 

The teaching methods in camp focused on children finding out information for themselves and working in groups 
rather than a lecture method.  The guides enjoyed the teaching method used and the idea of work books for the 
children so they also made their own work books and said they are going to use them teaching their children at home. 

 

Going forward, the programme has now also changed name from Environmental Stewardship  Programme  to Youth 
Environmental Stewardship (YES).   YES will be catering for a broader group, including the children already in 
Secondary School or youth already out of school.   It is a great way of building on what CITW is doing in primary 
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schools through the Eco-Clubs and allows CTIW to grow with the children and empower them to be environmental 
ambassadors in their communities. 

Mary Hastag meets a CITW Botswana Sponsor, Sylvia Burberry 
Mary recently had the great pleasure to meet Sylvia Burberry in person.  Sylvia 
sponsored 16 Khwai children for their 2013 CITW end-of-year camp at Banoka Bush 
Camp.  She was very keen to learn more about CITW and is sponsoring the camp 
again this year. She has also expressed interest in attending one of the camps some 
time. It is through the support and assistance of generous individuals like Sylvia 
Burberry that the success of the CITW programme is ensured. 
 
NAMIBIA 

Palmwag Concession: Rhino Safety and Illegal farmers on the concession   
A series of stakeholders’ consultation meetings took place between April and 
May to deal with a potentially alarming situation where cattle farmers, because 
of the recent drought, have moved into the concession illegally for grazing. The 
situation was for some time handled leniently by both the Big 3 Conservancies 
and the Traditional authorities in light of the pressing drought situation. This 
leniency however was exploited by individuals with ill intentions and the safety of 
wildlife including the Black Rhino was severely compromised to the extent that 
Rhino poaching incidents have escalated over a very short period. Sadly 
preliminary investigations discovered that the illegal cattle farmers on the 
concession as well as in neighbouring conservancies are in a way linked to the 
poaching incidents. This concern was discussed by the stakeholders immediately and action to evict the illegal farmers 
was taken and lawyers were tasked to use the legal route to deal with matter in a rather fair and un-politicised way. 
The Legal Assistance Centre lawyers have been instructed by the Big 3 in consultation with all stakeholders to deal 
with the matter.  Wilderness Safaris team took part in all meetings and 
contributed to the catering of one of the meetings held at Warmquelle.  

Stationery donation rollout 
The initiative by the learners of DHPS school in Windhoek to donate stationery 
and maize meal to needy schools and communities was recently completed 
when stationery was delivered recently to Otjikondavirongo Primary school. The 
school is situated in the remote Kaokoland and mainly caters for the children of 
the Ovahimbas from the surrounding area. The school has a longstanding 
relationship with Wilderness Safaris through Children in The Wilderness as in 
the past some their learners have attended CITW camps. 

Community  
A Joint Management Committee meeting was recently held with the Torra 
Conservancy committee at Damaraland Camp, amongst the issues that were 
discussed were: Vehicle maintenance costs, the conservancy applauded the 
camp for helping with the catering for the conservancy AGM, the growing 
human-wildlife conflict and the conservancies concern about the situation and the good rains received in the area.  

Ovahimba producing perfume in Marienfluss Conservancy 
The success of conservation and the conservancy model in the Kunene region 
continues to create world class opportunities for one of our partners. 
Marienfluss Conservancy, our long standing partner along with other 
conservancies in the Kunene region, through assistance from NGOs ventured 
into the uncharted industry of extracting and processing oils from traditional 
Ovahimba-used shrubs and trees to produce perfumes and other cosmetic 
products. The use of traditional knowledge of the Ovahimba women from the 
conservancies in the area has resulted in sustainable harvesting of gum from 
the Commiphora plants collected by the local women for a fee, then processed 
in Opuwo to extract oils used for the making of perfumes. The extracted oil is 
then sold to manufacturers of perfume and other cosmetic products both in 
Namibia and abroad. Through donor funding the initiative has grown to such an extent that the conservancies 
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eventually realised their dream of opening a Processing Plant in Opuwo. This initiative helps diversify income to the 
Marienfluss Conservancy whose main income currently is from tourism particularly from Wilderness Safaris’ operation 
of the Serra Cafema camp. The Conservancy invited Wilderness Safaris to the official opening of the plant in Opuwo 
and Wilderness Safaris Namibia is proud to say that this venture is supported by all of the curio shops in the group. 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Children in the Wilderness South Africa Update 
Janet Wilkinson, South Africa’s CITW programme coordinator visited our partner schools in KwaZulu-Natal - 
Vululwazi, Kwamqobela primary schools and Langehihle High School. The purpose of the visits was to discuss Eco-
Clubs at the primary schools and to introduce Ray Ngubane from WESSA to the Langlihle principal so that he can give 
motivational talks at the school.  (Eco-Clubs start on 17 July and Ray will address school next time he visits Rocktail 
Beach Camp for training). 

Janet also had a meeting with the Makuleke Communal Property Association(CPA) and Godfrey Baloyi to discuss the 
introduction of the Youth Environmental Stewardship (YES) programme and Mentor Training to the Makuleke. (This 
starts in July and in the third term).  On this visit, Janet also met with Virginia Hatlane from Boxahuku Primary School 
to discuss the possibility of introducing Teenage Pregnancy as a CITW Eco-Club topic.   

 

MALAWI 

News from our partner, H.E.L.P. Malawi – Lemani Ngaiyaye 

William Kamkwamba Community Library Blast 
Since building and opening of William Kamkwamba Community Library at 
Nanthomba School by H.E.L.P. Malawi both learners and community members have 
increasingly patronized it with impressive gusto. One of the learners who visits the 
library with a scientific motivation to transform his family and community as a whole 
is Billiati Ng’andeng’ande. Inventively, Billiat is now working on upgrading his small 
windmill into one that can supply enough electricity to all houses around his home. “I 
have books in the library to read and brain to think – I can”, Billiati asserts. 

Teacher Trainee Dorms 
Construction of one of the teacher trainee dorms at Nanthomba School has taken off the ground on 1 July 2014. 
Funded by International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) the house is expected to accommodate six teacher trainees 
every year from Machinga Teachers College. It is therefore envisaged to significantly improve Pupil/Teacher Ratio at 
the school. The construction work is expected to be completed by the last week of August 2014. 

Student Scholarships  
16 scholarship students (12 boys; 4 girls) have completed sitting for their national examination recently. Upon success 
on the examination students shall be awarded Junior Certificate of Education (JCE) and get promoted into the third 
level (Form 3). 

While both Form 2 and Standard 8 students are at home waiting for their national 
examination results 11 Form 4 students are expecting to take theirs starting from 8 
July 2014.  

Early Grade Reading  
It is possible for the first grade learner to be able to read Chichewa text. For the 
first time Nanthomba has embarked on an Early Grade Reading program to 
enhance reading skills right from the first grade. Currently, it is intriguing to see a 
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number of them able to read Chichewa texts. The school has therefore organised an open day to take place on 25 
July 2014 where, among others, Computer Classes outcomes and Early Grade Reading Program shall be showcased. 

Afterschool classes  
By utilizing the school garden, the community has managed to yield over 950 kg of 
maize that will be used to feed Nanthomba learners during their afterschool 
activities of tailoring, computer, English, Life Skills and jewellery making. 

60 standard 8 learners sat for a national examination this month 
60 students who comprise of 30 boys and 30 girls have completed taking their 
national examination on 29 May 2014. Marking of the examination usually takes two 
months and that means results will be released at the end of August 2014 so that all 

successful candidates should join secondary school during the first term. 

IFAW visits Nanthomba School  
As the partnership between IFAW, H.E.L.P. Malawi and Nanthomba community 
cements, the Director of Foundation and Relations, Ashley Baker and team visited 
Nanthomba School on 5 June 2014. During the visit Ashley had time to sneak into 
some classrooms and cheered learners.  

Extra English classes pay off for Yusuf Vereson 
Yusuf Vereson is a standard 6 learner who according to Faith Volgt could only 
read two English sentences in her class in March 2014. Yusuf showed a dramatic 
improvement after he managed to read a complete page impressively this week of 
26 May 2014. According to Faith this is an enormous improvement to boast about. 
Since she joined H.E.L.P. Malawi as a volunteer Faith’s main role had been 
teaching extra English classes at Nanthomba School to standard 6 learners. Faith 
concentrates on learners who really need support in reading and writing English. 
Learners graduate from her class after they have passed a reading and writing test 
of English texts 100 percent. So far 22 standard 6 learners (12 boys; 10 girls) have 
graduated from her class this 2013/2014 school year. 

Tree nursery  
Nanthomba School in conjunction with Children in the Wilderness (CITW) are this 
year working hard to raise 60,000 tree seedlings that will be distributed in the 
whole community for re-afforestation. 

Excellency President Dr. Joyce Banda inaugurates power at Nandumbo 
Health Centre 
Nandumbo Health Centre had been run on solar power since its opening in 2011 until H.E.L.P. Malawi, Central 
Wilderness Safaris and the Ministry of Health took an initiative to bring in mainline power this month of May 2014. The 
whole community has greatly benefited from this initiative as maize and rice mills have been installed; video rooms 
and barbershops have been opened. The whole Nandumbo Trading Centre is now powered.  However, only the 
maternity ward at Nandumbo Health Centre has been powered while the rest of the buildings including staff houses 
are waiting for Alternating Current (AC) wiring. According to the District Health Officer, Mrs Zuza, the government does 
not currently have a budget for switching the power system from direct current to alternating current that needs re-
wiring of the whole Health Centre. Due to current general elections in the country most of operations in the 
government offices are at a stand-still. 

Afterschool Life Skills classes  
Nanthomba School has been conducting afterschool Life Skills classes for standard 8 learners. International 
volunteers paired with local teachers have been giving lessons that mostly concern day-to-day lives of girls in 
accordance with government curriculum on Life Skills. Since first term of this 2013/2014 school year, classes have 
been held once a month.  


