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WILDERNESS COMMUNITY & CULTURE QUARTERLY 

NEWSLETTER 

SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Our celebration of our Annual Wilderness Heritage day was a highlight for this quarter.  Please have a look at 

the galleries from the various countries on We are Wilderness (www.we-are-wilderness.com): 

 

WS Johannesburg: http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/939-ws-johannesburg-celebrates-our-annual-

wilderness-heritage-day-on-the-30th-august-2013 
 

Toka Leya Camp, Zambia: http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/940-toka-leya-camp-celebrates-

heritage-day  
 

Lufupa Camp, Zambia: http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/941-cultural-day-at-lufupa-camp  
 

Botswana, Maun office: http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/943-wilderness-safaris-in-maun-celebrates-

heritage-day 
 

Zimbabwe, Vic Falls office: http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/942-zimbabwe-vic-falls-office-

celebrates-wilderness-heritage-day-2013  
 

Botswana, Savuti Camp: http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/1404-staff-and-guests-at-savuti-camp-

celebrate-wilderness-heritage-day 
 

Namibia, Windhoek office: http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/947-namibia-s-windhoek-office-

celebrates-wilderness-heritage-day 
 

Botswana, Banoka Bush Camp: http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/946-banoka-bush-camp-in-

botswana-celebrates-wilderness-heritage-day 
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http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/939-ws-johannesburg-celebrates-our-annual-wilderness-heritage-day-on-the-30th-august-2013
http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/940-toka-leya-camp-celebrates-heritage-day
http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/940-toka-leya-camp-celebrates-heritage-day
http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/941-cultural-day-at-lufupa-camp
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http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/942-zimbabwe-vic-falls-office-celebrates-wilderness-heritage-day-2013
http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/942-zimbabwe-vic-falls-office-celebrates-wilderness-heritage-day-2013
http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/1404-staff-and-guests-at-savuti-camp-celebrate-wilderness-heritage-day
http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/1404-staff-and-guests-at-savuti-camp-celebrate-wilderness-heritage-day
http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/gallery/947-namibia-s-windhoek-office-celebrates-wilderness-heritage-day
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CULTURE 

Wilderness Cultural Activities 
This quarter we are highlighting our Annual Wilderness Heritage Day with a selection of photos from offices and 

camps.  The day is celebrated annually on the last Friday in August and highlights our Culture C.  Staff in all 

offices and camps are encouraged to wear their cultural/traditional clothes or something that represents their 

heritage.  Traditional/cultural food is eaten and many stories are shared.  Feedback from guests sharing the day 

was very positive. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

3                                          Community & Culture Newsletter, September  2013 

 

COUNTRY COMMUNITY NEWS 

ZAMBIA 

Children in the Wilderness Follow-up to Jifumpa, Kamakechi and Kabulwebulwe Schools: Evidence 

Musabi (CITW Camp Coordinator) 

Children in the Wilderness Zambia recently did follow up visits to Jifumpa, Kamakechi and Kabulwebulwe 

Schools.  The CITW team was warmly welcomed by the excited children and had meetings with the school 

administration to introduce, Sonwell, our new CITW staff member.  During the meeting, the CITW team also 

handed over a complete set of a desktop computer to the school that was donated by Wilderness Safaris 

through Children in the Wilderness Zambia. After the meetings the team conducted interactive lessons with the 

children, as well as some exciting team activities. 

 

After all the learning and discovery with the children, it was time to eat and drink something and then they played 

numerous outdoor games.   

 
 

 
Guest donates to Twabuka Middle School through Pack for a Purpose 

A guest’s recent visit to Sinde village near Toka Leya in Zambia inspired her to 

send much-needed stationery and other goods to the school through Pack for a 

Purpose.  Karen Gendal had already used Pack for a Purpose in the past.  It is a 

wonderful initiative, that allows one to make a real contribution in the communities 

living around conservation areas (see www.packforapurpose.org).  

Mapoko school building project has started 

The community and school have already started the building process. Bricks are being made and the community 

started the foundation of the teacher’s accommodation.  Besides the building developments the school has 

created, with help of the CITW children, two fenced vegetable gardens to support the meals served at the 

school. They also started up a tree nursery with mango, orange, guava and lemon trees! The teachers house 

should be completed in October.  As soon as the teacher’s accommodation is completed, the school will be 

allocated extra teachers to their staff..  The school currently only has 5 members of staff (teachers and 

headmaster) to provide education from grade 1 to grade 9.  

 

 
 

http://www.packforapurpose.org/
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Teacher workshop at Toka Leya for Twabuka Primary School 

On the 9
th
 and 10

th
 of July a teacher workshop was held at Toka Leya for the teachers of Twabuka Primary 

School. This was done in conjunction with 4 teachers from the El-Hefne Technical Training Foundation in 

Boston.  During the workshop the possibility of the setup of an Eco club at Twabuka school was discussed and 

different lesson plans and lesson aids were offered and practiced. The workshop was a huge success and the 

teachers left motivated, energized and enthusiastic to start the Eco club in their school. The starting kit for the 

Eco club at Twabuka Primary School is in place. The school started with weekly Eco clubs after the school 

holiday in the second week of September. 

 

New Children in the Wilderness staff member 
In July we found a very capable new employee for Children in the Wilderness Zambia. Sonwell Malambo joined 

the CITW team on the 12
th
 of August.  With his 31 years teaching background, many of which were as a head 

master, he will assist us with the practical side of starting Eco Clubs in the five schools in Zambia.  

Toka Leya Green Pop tree donation 

Toka Leya donated 1 000 trees from its nursery to Greenpop for a three-week reforestation project in 

Livingstone, Zambia.  The Twabuka Middle School CITW eco-club planted many of these trees in the school 

grounds.  Each club member has been tasked with watering and caring for a tree.   

BOTSWANA 

Children in the Wilderness Botswana has been making regular visits to their schools and eco-clubs over the past 

few months.  Below are some photos from the various visits, including photos of the vegetable gardens: one of 

the eco-club projects run in conjunction with Conservation Science Africa (CSA). 

Sankoyo village eco-club vegetable gardens: 

 

Eco- club teachers training in Habu village: 
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Eco- club teachers training in Kareng village: 

 

CITW team delivering educational material and library books to Gumare Primary School: 

  

Tubu Primary School – the best performing school 2
nd

 term (eco-club activities). The photos below show 

the Principal receiving the presents awarded to her school for the commitment they have shown: 

 

Sports attire given out to the school children: 

 

The outstanding students accompanied by the parents as they receive their certificates from CITW: 
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Eco-club projects: 

 

Gudigwa Primary School: the teachers received their school boards confirming that they are part of the CITW 

programme: 

 

Beetsha Primary School: eco-club activities: 

 

Gunotsoga Primary School: The eco –club coordinator receiving the school board and the eco –club 

educational material. 

 

Turning trash into wealth, a floor mat for the grade 1’s reading corner by the school cook. 

 

The most creative eco–club member at Gunotsoga Primary School: 
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Other eco-club projects, including vermiculture projects: 

 

Eco-club workshop – First for Mapungubwe:  Alie Chauke, SANParks 

2012 saw the success of the first ever Eco-Club camp in Mapungubwe and this year Tanya McKenzie CITW 

Coordinator in the Limpopo Valley region and Mapungubwe National Park people & conservation team, felt that 

it was crucial to further their relationship with the Alldays Primary School by hosting eco-club training for eco-club 

patrons. The eco-club aims to increase both teachers and children's understanding and appreciation of the 

diversity of the natural environment, as well as to encourage them by demonstrating the opportunities that exist 

for them. The programme is designed to teach self-esteem, new skills and impart knowledge to the learners, 

many of whom have never spent time camping. These exercises give them that opportunity.  The two days 

training took place at Alldays (now known as Mapungubwe Primary), and was attended by five educators and 

the school principal Ms Nancy Sebata. It was funded by Children in the Wilderness Limpopo Valley and was 

facilitated by Mary Hastag and Geoffrey Aupiti from CITW Botswana together with SANParks “Mapungubwe 

National Park & World Heritage Site.  

MALAWI  

William Kwamkwamba inspires Nanthomba Students 

Students at Nanthomba Primary School, a public school built and run by H.E.L.P. Malawi have been inspired by 

William Kamkwamba’s achievement in harnessing the wind to generate electricity. 

Billiati Ng’andeng’ande is one of those students who, by reading science 

books including William Kamkwamba’s book in a remotely located community 

library at Nanthomba School, has set up a wind mill on his house to provide 

light to his family – an alternative to paraffin lamps. Billiati now uses 

electricity for studying at night in his bedroom.  

He is still a student of Nanthomba School going 

into standard eight. His great ambition is to be 

an electric engineer when he completes his education. He likes being in the library.  

The library which was named after him (William Kamkwamba) was officially opened 

on the 9th of July by H.E.L.P. Executive Chairwoman, Jillian Wolstein and Balaka 

District Education Manager (DEM), Paul Chiphanda. 

Children in the Wilderness Malawi Open Day 2013        

As a way of selling the children’ projects concepts, every year, CITW organizes an Open Exhibition Day event 

where the general public and targeted audience is invited to hear the message 

then give comments and feedback. This year the event took place at 

Nanthomba Primary School in Balaka with core financial support from the 

Global Fund for Children through Adobe Youth Voices (USA).  The theme of the 

event was: Evidences of nursing and bringing up Leaders of good values  

The objectives of the event were: 

 Showcase/exhibit annual CITW program activities to the general public  

 Communicate CITW program objectives and achievements to a key audience of more than 100 invited 

community leaders and parents 

 Communicate an appeal to the general public for joint effort towards conservation of wildlife and natural 

resources in the local area 
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 Have CITW recognized for improved support towards Girl Child rights for better education so that more 

girls get the opportunity to access secondary and tertiary education 

 Have CITW reflect on its program activities through feedback from 

the Open Day participants and the invited guests 

The invited guests included:  Surrounding District Educational Managers, 

Surrounding Primary Education Managers, Surrounding Primary and 

Secondary Schools Head Teachers, Local Social workers, Local Traditional 

Authority, Local Village Headmen, Local Politicians, CITW children 

parents/guardians, Liwonde National Park Officers, Ulongwe Police Officers 

There were numerous Open Day activities, which included poster messages, interviews with national media 

houses, cultural dances, poems and video shows.  The major items showcased/displayed were the CITW 

conservation projects, including the tree nursery, worm farming and plastic water bottle recycling. 

 

A few comments from CITW children – testimonies and achievements 

  “I came to CITW camp in 2005, I strongly believe in the conservation of Natural Resources for 

sustainable development. I am a qualified Primary School Teacher through CITW and rosemary Pencil 

Foundation support”. Maria Chirwa – 19yrs old 

 I came to CITW camp in 2005, I am a leader of today for tomorrow, I am qualified Primary School 

Teacher through CITW support”. Patuma Banda – 19yrs old 

 I came to CITW camp in 2007, I am an agent of good change there in our local community, and I am in 

the University of Malawi studying journalism. I am making this journey through CITW and Rosemary 

Pencil Foundation support”. Andrew Viyano – 20yrs old 

 “I came to CITW camp in 2006; I am a girl with a vision. I am doing a degree program in Health 

Sciences. Fellow girls, if you meet challenges on the way, look at me, you will make it”. Mercy Mapiko – 

18yrs old 

 “I came to CITW camp in 2007; I finished my school and now I am working. I can support my fellow 

siblings in the family with by paying their school fees; I bring about financial support to the entire family. 

My Journey has been supported by CITW and the Rosemary Pencil Foundation”. Chifundo Nyambalo – 

20yrs old 

 “My name is Akim Poteya. I am 18 years old. I was selected to join the Children in the Wilderness from 

Nanthomba Primary School while I was 9 years old (2004). In that year I attended CITW Camp at Mvuu Camp – 

Liwonde National Park. My lasting memories from camp are:  For the first time to use a flash toilet and coming 

closer to a friendly huge elephant – like only 10m away. Our safaris guide was Julius Chiwomba. I fall in love 

with wildlife right away on that same day. 

Since then I have been growing with CITW program by constantly attending the weekly meeting follow-up 

programs. I have learnt so much about myself, life skills, our communities, culture, wildlife, natural environment 

and how to be a good leader. I have always aimed higher to achieve higher education levels. The program is 

now sponsoring me through Secondary School education and I am learning at Domasi Mission Secondary 

School (One of the best private Secondary Schools in Malawi). It is my hope that I will make it to be the first 

University graduate in our local community. I will make it. Then I will contribute bringing about active voice of 

positive change and good energy for development.  In CITW Eco club at Nanthomba, I am a member of Adobe 

Youth Voices – media club and I am also a member of Park Fence club.  

CITW Women’s Club who have committed to supporting CITW children/youth ideas in conservation: 
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A brief summary of CITW Malawi statistics presented at the open day 

Number of years in operation 11 

Number of children hosted through CITW Camps 884 

Number of children currently – active members in Eco Clubs 650 

Number of children sponsored – Secondary School 150 

Number of children supported through Collages/Universities 8 

Number of children dropped off from school  8 

Number of children graduated and employed/working 5 

Number of children in line of becoming Traditional Leaders (under a special groom) 4 

Number of projects initiated and lead by CITW children in their local communities 5 

Number of projects which have been joined by CITW children’ parents and the general 
communities 

2 

 

One of the major figures who spoke at the event:  Traditional Authority Kalembo: 

“I am very proud and feel very privileged indeed to have such live program in my area. I am lucky. Yes, we have 

failed to take care of the natural resources and we have also failed to bring up leaders who are educated and 

believe in the value of natural resources and wildlife. I am happy and of good hope to say that with good support, 

this program (Children in the Wilderness), will bring about educated and highly skilled leaders and citizens who 

will find and greatly benefit from the real value of natural resources/wildlife. They will then protect and conserve 

those precious resources. You children have challenged us so much. Your message is so appealing. What we 

can do is to give you the right support which we can do as community powers. We are going to do it. Where you 

are appealing for a better change, we just need to do it.” 

CITW new plans based on feedback:  

The major plan drawn after the feedback from the event was to work harder and keep the programs going in the 

same direction. As most of the feedbacks were pointing at “Keep it up…!” “You are doing it right, can you extend 

your catchment area?! …” 

However, in looking at some of the feedback/comments which were about calling to have a program called 

“Parents in the Wilderness”, there, seemed to be some substance in it. Although CITW is already 

experimenting by having two projects carried out by CITW women at Chintheche and Nanthomba. The women at 

Chintheche were doing nutrition and permaculture projects, while the women at Nanthomba are doing tree 

nursery and reforestation projects – Establishing village woodlots with support from local village Headmen. CITW 

will look into the request (if it would add value), and start conducting annual 

“Parents in the Wilderness” programs as one day workshops for those parents 

who were CITW Women Eco clubs members which were supporting CITW 

concepts.  

More than 200 people local villages and those who were invited from beyond the 

local areas had gathered for the event.   Many thanks go to the Global Fund for 

Children – Adobe Youth Voices who gave financial support of up to 80% of the 

whole budget for the event. 

H.E.L.P. Malawi and Malawi Savings Bank cement the partnership 

In compliance with the memorandum of understanding H.E.L.P. Malawi and Malawi Savings Bank signed on the 

4
th
 July, 2013 when MSB presented a cheque worth 3.8 million kwacha towards construction of additional school 

block at Nanthomba School, H.E.L.P. Malawi went to the nearest main branch of the bank to open a current 

account. It will be through that account that the above mentioned donated funds shall be channeled  
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Learning continues outside school session at Nanthomba School 

During the July to September break the schools were closed. However, a lot of 

both primary and secondary school students 

come to Nanthomba School to use the 

William Kamkwamba Community Library and 

attend computer lessons offered by H.E.L.P. 

Malawi. An average of 20 students attend 

computer lessons which are  conducted three 

times a week. Six of the students attending 

computer lessons are the just-graduated secondary students who have also 

shown great interest in learning computer skills in this rapidly changing global socio-economic environment. 

Faith Volgt: Volunteer art teacher 

Faith, a new volunteer teacher at Nanthomba School from Germany who can 

easily cope with the environment is already engaged with many activities at the 

school. Living in a volunteer house at Nanthomba School, Faith is busy preparing 

presents for the best three exam scorers from each of the standards. She is 

currently hand-making cards with beautiful drawings on them as some of the 

presents.  

Construction of Nandumbo Health Centre Guardian Shelter resumes  

Currently, guardians of the pregnant women at Nandumbo Maternity Wing continue to cook on the open fire as 

the kitchen space in the guardian shelter is not yet ready. After the guardian shelter was constructed last year at 

Nandumbo Health Centre by H.E.L.P. Malawi - Nederland, it was of great importance to solicit more funding to 

finish it and get it functioning. Currently, H.E.L.P. Malawi Nederland has put in more funding to complete the 

project.  

 

Local builders are now working on the drainage system along with all the remaining works such as storeroom 

floor, plastering, kitchen area and painting. People who bring their pregnant women to the maternity ward still 

use the guardian shelter though it is incomplete. 

Chikolongo Community Fish Farm Project 

Malawi faces huge challenges in balancing the protection of its 

wonderful wilderness areas with the needs and aspirations of 

the poor rural communities that live on its 

boundaries.  Resource sharing solutions that work where the 

resource is large and the community is small (Botswana and 

Namibia are good examples) simply cannot work where that 

equation is reversed. The solutions need to be innovative and 

to include communities in the planning, implementation and 

sustainability of all programmes.  This recent project funded by IFAW,   (International Federation for animal 

welfare) and the German Embassy and implemented by IFAW  addresses  several  of the key issues we face as 

a business in Malawi.  Wilderness Safaris have had a long collaborative association with IFAW and they are to 

be congratulated for the speed, purpose and vision with which they have made this project happen.  
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For years the small community of Chikolongo located on the western boundary of Liwonde faced 2 huge 

problems-the only way to collect water was from the Shire River within the Park. This short round trip of about 2 

kms meant that the community were trespassing into a National Park and also risking the 

jaws of the Shires’ huge population of large crocodiles every day. Over the years many 

villagers have been taken from the river bank. Elephant would often also break through the 

poorly maintained boundary fence and raid the fields for maize and mangoes, terrorising 

the community and ruining livelihoods. The Chikolongo Fish Farm project has constructed 

a model boundary fence to keep the elephant within the park, and a fish farm consisting at 

present of 4-hand dug ponds (on thick bone dry clay soil in 40 degree heat) which will be 

used to breed chambo, a type of tilapia indigenous to the Shire.  A pump has been fitted 

on the river bank and this will be the source of water both for the fish farm and for the 

surrounding community.  All of the construction work has been done by local labour, no 

machinery was used and many of the local community worked free of charge in exchange for ownership of the 

model fence and the fish farm.  

Plots of maize have been allocated to families who helped in the construction, with the facility to irrigate from the 

pump. The end result is that the community now does not need to look to the park for its water supply, the 

elephant will stop raiding the crops and the community who built the farm will have a vested interest in its 

success and the long term maintenance of the fence.    There are still challenges; -the Farm needs to show its 

first harvest before the project is 100% on its way, and the commercial fish poachers who still operate on the 

Shire will quite possibly see this new project as a threat to their livelihood but if successful this project can be 

replicated in communities who poach in the river anyway-in the long term it offers a sustainable alternative to the 

short term gain of fishing in the river.   

Root to Fruit - Chasing Targets 

The Wilderness Safaris tree planting project is progressing well. The 

three sites; Chintheche Inn, Amos, and Mazembe are all nearing 

completion of their seed planting targets. Many of the seeds planted in 

July have germinated, in both the tubes and the seed beds. Fruit seeds 

have been difficult to source at present but there may be local stocks 

available to meet targets.   

 

The Bandawe tree nursery site is behind schedule mainly due to a 

broken borehole. Mostly fast growing species will be planted at this site, which will help to reach the required 

timeline.  Germination rates have been rather low this year, which could be due to weak/rotten seeds, or a 

communication breakdown regarding how to plant. Investigations as to the cause are still ongoing and will adapt 

as required.  Children in the Wilderness members have also be supporting the tree planting project.  

ZIMBABWE   

Africa Adventure Company – NOLTING ‘DAY IN THE LIFE’ EDUCATIONAL TOUR - 13-22
nd

 June 2013 

Allison Nolting of AAC and her son Nick first visited Ziga school in 2010 when the Nolting family participated in 

an authentic two day ‘day in the life” rural experience. This involved camping in the school grounds and 

participating in a number of community and school activities. At the time, the school faced many challenges; 

classroom facilities were inadequate and run down; there were too few reading and textbooks and insufficient 

classroom furniture which meant that some students were forced to sit on the floor for lessons (read a beautiful 

account of the Ziga school’s history here:  http://www.we-are-wilderness.com/article/216-children-in-the-

wilderness-ziga-means-surprise).  The Nolting’s donated a computer, printer, battery converter and other 

accessories during their visit in 2010.  

The Nolting family and their AAC guests have since been regular visitors to Ziga and have been hugely 

instrumental in the development of Ziga Primary School. Their generous donations have resulted in the purchase 

of educational materials, classroom furniture, the installation of a borehole and a powerful generator which 

supplies the school with electricity.   They also sponsor a number of students on the scholarship programme 

which ensures these children can benefit from secondary school education. 
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Today, with thanks to similar assistance from visiting Wilderness Camps guests, and under the watchful eye of 

Children In The Wilderness, the school boasts some of the best classroom facilities in the area (with plans to 

build a library in the near future), and has adequate textbooks and furniture for both students and teachers 

 

This year Alison, her son and four other friends decided to visit Ziga again.  CITW worked closely with the 

School Principal, Moses Chilufia and designed a “Day In The Life” programme for a three day visit by the 

Nolting’s and two other families toward the end of June 2013. Alison & her visitors were very enthusiastic and 

participated in all activities at the school. On Friday 21
st
 June, the team split up and travelled to different areas;  

 

Whilst visiting two of their Scholarship Students (Leslie & Nomatter) at Tsholotsho High School, Alison & her 

group took the opportunity to visit their respective families and exchanged gifts. 

Ngamo Painting Project   

Earlier this year, Children In The Wilderness assisted in facilitating a much 

needed facelift at Ngamo Primary School in Tsholotsho, a community on the 

border of Hwange National Park in Zimbabwe. Prior to this, the school was 

looking run down and the classrooms were very dark; blackboards were faded 

and students were finding it difficult to read the work their teachers prepared for 

their lessons. With donor funding from Grand Circle Foundation, volunteers 

assisted community members with the project. The revamp included painting of 

all interior and exterior walls, classroom blackboards, door & window frames 

and the roof. The overall appearance speaks for itself, and has restored dignity and stature to the community’s 

place of learning. 

School Nutrition Programme 

Generous sponsorship from Johnson & Johnson as well as Kevin Willens allowed for deliveries of nutrition to all 

four schools in the Tsholotsho area to be delivered (Ziga / Ngamo / Mpindo / Kapane Primary Schools), as well 

as Jabulani Primary School in Vic Falls.  These orders are sent in every two weeks and supplies include mealie 

meal, cooking oil, sugar beans and salt. Parents volunteer their assistance each day with preparation of the 

lunch time meal.  
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Ed & Lauren Langston visited Ngamo Primary School in Tsholotsho on the border of Hwange National 
Park. 

In March 2013, Ed & Lauren Langston, guests of Wilderness Safaris, 

visited Ngamo Primary School. Ed & Lauren were visiting from 

Knoxville Tennessee in the United States of America. Whilst visiting the 

School, they noticed a shortage of reading books for the students and 

on their return home, pledged to do what they could to assist. With 

assistance & guidance from CITW Zimbabwe they were able to 

purchase 60 educational reading books for distribution to the School 

from local suppliers in Zimbabwe. These fiction & non-fiction reading 

books provide children with key words used in different contexts so as to build up reading 

confidence with new words. 

Conserving by empowering future generations 

The project included a total of 4 schools with the target group being children over 15 years. The project is an 

initiative by the Wilderness Safaris environment department in conjunction with CITW; thus the team comprised 

of Arnold, Mxolisi and Cain. The aim of the project is raising awareness among children on the issues of 

conservation. Some of the issues discussed include climate change, poaching and as well as the importance of 

forests and wildlife. After the discussion which took an hour, prizes were given to children that participated to the 

highest level. At the same time a set of books was given to the school library for the rest of the school to use. 

The Cheetah Conservation Project Zimbabwe also gave posters of cheetah to the schools. The books which 

were given are common birds of southern Africa as well as trees of southern Africa. The programme was run in 

the following schools Ngamo Secondary school, Kapane Secondary school, Siphepha Secondary school and 

Regina Mundi High school.  

 

Donation for Ziga Primary 

On the 27
th
 June 2013, Steve & Nancy Harden travelling with Overseas Adventure 

Travel, a division of Grand Circle Foundation, delivered a donation of educational 

books & a world globe for Ziga Primary School in the Tsholotsho area.   These 

welcome gifts were delivered to Ziga at the beginning of July by Children In The 

Wilderness Zimbabwe.   

Launch of eco-clubs in the Zambezi region 

Since 2010, Children In the Wilderness (Zimbabwe) has worked with the Ibrahim El-Hefni Technical Training 

Foundation (TTF) to develop a teacher enhancement program in which visiting US educators share current 

educational theory and effective teaching strategies with educators from select primary schools in the Zambezi 

area. The mission of the Teacher Enhancement Collaborative (TEC) is to offer rural school teachers professional 

development and support that will help them to grow and develop their skills as educators.   

The focus for this year’s project was to assist CITW in their development of after-school Eco-Clubs. The visiting 

US team consisted of three science educators and one education volunteer.  They were also joined by three 

CITW volunteers who helped support the teacher enhancement workshops. Over the course of three weeks the 

team hosted four, three-day teacher workshops for several schools in the Hwange area. They also travelled into 

Zambia to work with a group during the final week of their visit.  

"The teachers welcomed us into their school communities with kindness and generosity.  Together we enjoyed 

days filled with interactive learning, stimulating conversation, and wonderful collegiality.  By the end of each 

workshop, we had bonded so well with our teacher friends that it was hard to say goodbye."    - Annie Johnson,  
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KENYA 

Local Communities Making a Living Through Indigenous Skills: Ernest Nyamasyo; Photos: David Crooke 

In Laikipia County, a group of women from three different communities 

from Northern Kenya were brought together by the need to create 

alternative income sources from their age-old tradition of beading. The 

group consists of women from the Samburu, Turkana and Borana 

communities, who form the SATUBO Beading Group, abbreviated from 

the first two letters of their community’s name.   

The three communities are primarily pastoralists, which means that they 

depend on their livestock for their livelihoods.  However, a devastating 

drought experienced in 2008/ 2009 killed most of their cattle and forced them to look for alternative sources of 

income. Soon after, the communities started engaging in unsustainable charcoal burning that was damaging to 

the environment, but three years later through the Zeitz Foundation, SATUBO Beading Group was born. 

Members of SATUBO primarily come from Jerusalem village, near Segera Retreat, the headquarters of the Zeitz 

Foundation.  

The journey of SATUBO since its establishment in 2011 has been an interesting one.  The 

beading group has worked closely with Ethical Fashion Initiative (EFI), a United Nation 

initiative working to change the way the international fashion business works. The organisation 

sees fashion as a vehicle out of poverty and assists the fashion world with embracing the skills 

of artisans in the developing world. EFI’s overarching goal is to empower women by creating 

work, so that by earning a regular income, women can improve the circumstances of their 

families and their communities. This principle resonates the Zeitz Foundation’s holistic 4Cs 

approach - achieving sustainability through the balance of conservation, community, culture 

and commerce. 

The group has also been involved in a project initiated by British designer and internationally renowned 

trendsetter Dame Vivienne Westwood. Dame Westwood appointed SATUBO to create traditional designs to be 

incorporated into her line of bags and accessories, which were then sold internationally under her own label. 

Recently, the group went on a Look and Learn trip to the Maasai Mara to exchange ideas and share knowledge 

with a community based beading group known as the Basecamp Maasai Brand (BMB). The BMB has been in 

operation since 2003 and on this trip, the SATUBO Beading Group got a 

chance to view alternative ways of running a beading and handicraft 

business. They were also introduced to other ways of working with new 

materials, new techniques for design development as well as e-marketing. 

This visit to Maasai Mara also allowed the SATUBO women to experience 

another part of Kenya, something most of them had never been able to do so 

before. The opportunity was an enormous motivation for the women and 

something they will always remember.  

The SATUBO Beading Group promotes conservation by creating an alternative source of income that limits the 

dependence on livestock and reduces overgrazing; the project benefits the entire community by empowering 

women and provides an important social setting for the group members and SATUBO sustains an important part 

of the local culture by preserving the age-old practice of beading and traditional design. Finally, the beading 

group promotes local commerce by offering uneducated women the opportunity to obtain an independent 

income and further financial freedom.  

Importantly 70% of the income from SATUBO goes directly to the women themselves. The remaining 30% is 

spent to cover management costs – whatever is left over the group saves communally. The income has 

enormous effect on the lives of the women as well as the entire Jerusalem community. The women’s main 

priorities are their children, and they primarily spend their income on their children’s education and health.  

The beading activities have enabled the community to develop livelihood strategies that draw upon their own 

cultural and traditional heritage, whilst improving their livelihoods. The SATUBO Beading Group is a great 
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example of how to communities can collaborate to combat climate change while at the same time greatly 

improve their sources of income. 

NAMIBIA 

Joint Management Committees  
During the month of June a series of Joint Management Committee meetings took place as per our contractual 

obligation to ensure smooth implementation of our contracts as well as manage and strengthen the relation with 

our valued community partners. Not only did the meetings take place as planned but the meetings were well 

attended by all parties involved including the presence of representatives from WWF who play a crucial advisory 

role both in negotiating contracts as well as the implementation of the contracts. The workshops were aimed at 

enhancing the partners’ understanding of the contracts as well as looking at easier ways to report on financials 

to the community partners. The workshop where a huge success and reinforced the various parties’ commitment 

to the joint venture relationship.  

 

CITW Motivational talks 

Under the CITW Secondary school sponsorship program; The Khomas Trust and a number of Wilderness 

Safaris staff members have generously sponsored disadvantaged rural children with money to pay for their 

school and hostel fees, school uniform and other materials. In total, the CITW program sponsors 10 children 

selected from 4 rural schools. Jermain Ketji, Community Liaison Manager recently paid a visit to the various 

schools to discuss the academic progress of the sponsored children as well as do motivational talks with the 

children.     

 

CITW Explorations Camp 

CITW Namibia recently completed a second successful explorations camp (2 – 9 July 2013). This year the 

explorations camp brought together two dynamic groups of 14 teenagers consisting of 7 boys and 7 girls. One 

group of 7 teenagers came from Tsumeb SOS village and this group initially came to camp in 2007. Another 

group of 7 teenagers came from Klein Aub and this group attended the initial camp in 2009. The main objective 

of the explorations camp is to conduct a continued learning with campers, by exposing them to different natural 

beautiful landscapes, different environmental activities, and conservation and tourism activities. The focus of this 

camp was more on education outside the classroom with very few fun activities.  

The two groups were brought to Windhoek as a meeting point for a night. While in Windhoek, a city tour was 

done to orientate the campers to the city life. Visits to high learning institutions and other important places such 

as the parliament, hospitals and different companies were done as a way of encouragement and motivation to 

the campers to take up education seriously. Having learned from the first explorations camp, this year we 

decided to shorten the route and minimize the days, so we started from Windhoek to Kulala and then the coast. 

One of the campers from Klein Aub posted this on the CITW face book page “it was a terrific experience i will 

never forget that we learned a lot” 
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Computer donation to Warmquelle Primary School 

An urgent appeal for computer equipment from a rural school in the Anabeb 

conservancy was kindly honoured by Wilderness Safaris. Warmquelle Primary 

School is a rural school in Warmquelle a small settlement in the Anabeb 

conservancy which neighbours Palmwag Concession were we are currently 

operating Desert Rhino Camp and busy developing Hoanib Skeleton Coast 

Camp. The Anabeb Conservancy is one of the three conservancies with whom 

Wilderness Safaris has partnered on the operations in the Palmwag 

Concession. The donation included one laptop and one computer. 

SOUTH AFRICA  
 

Cape Town Wilderness Angels 

During the months of May, Cape Town Angels NPC called on kind-hearted 

fellow Capetonians to help them share ‘The Magic of Compassion’ by 

supporting their Blanket Wing Drive. The reaction was overwhelming; they 

received calls from all ports from people who wanted to help the needy fight 

the winter chill. A generous blanket donation from the Wilderness Safaris 

Angels, made in the spirit of Mandela Day, contributed to the total of almost 

2000 blankets collected. 

Some of these blankets have already been distributed in aid of the vulnerable at 3 shelters (through the 

Tygerberg Association for Street People), 3 old age homes (with the help of the Boundless Heart Foundation) 

and 2 children's homes (Andrew Murray Children's Home & Christine Revell Children's Home). The blankets 

received on Mandela Day will be donated to the Haven Night Shelters in the Cape Town area, as well as to the 

Red Hill community (near Simon's Town), with the help of Cape Town Tourism. Every blanket so far distributed 

has been greatly appreciated by the recipients and has definitely made a difference. 

Pafuri  

Makuleke people have been assisting with the demolishment of the Pafuri main area.  

Parliament visited the Makuleke village on the 2
nd

 September. The ceremony was held to 

show the progress that Makuleke people has achieved since their land claim. Pafuri 

Concession Managers, Rob and Landi Burns, were invited  to represent the Eco-tourism 

sector. (the Makuleke also showed the nursery, irrigation projects and schools to Parliament)  

CITW gives Sam a bicycle 

Our loyal Tour de Tuli camp hand and CITW and WS friend, Sam. Children in the Wilderness surprised Sam with 

a bike during his Friday car washing … one of the Children in the Wilderness/Tour de Tuli  bikes to replace his 

broken one… He was so happy and stunned!   


