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WILDERNESS COMMUNITY & CULTURE 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER 

JUNE 2013 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Our Annual Integrated Report, including information for the financial year on each of the 4Cs, is nearing 
completion and should be available in August.  In terms of Community and Culture, the report includes 
information on all the community projects and partnerships in the regions, Children in the Wilderness, cultural 
activities and interesting text boxes on projects and partnerships.   

Our Wilderness Annual Heritage Day coming up on the 30th August will be celebrated in all our camps and 
offices and serves to highlight the Culture C.  Last year the day was celebrated across the Group with staff 
wearing traditional outfits, preparing traditional food and telling stories about their culture.    
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CULTURE 
Wilderness Cultural Activities 
Each quarter we will be highlighting one of the great cultural experiences one can participate in when visiting our 
camps in the various regions. 
 
Visits to Iliso Care Society in Khayelitsha, Cape Town 
In 2005, while doing research for the University of Stellenbosch, Vivian Zilo identified the need for a soup 
kitchen.  Most of her HIV & TB patients shared the same reasons for defaulting on their treatment – hunger.   
Armed with this knowledge she decided to leave her job and start a food nutrition programme based in Site C in 
Khayelitsha. From humble beginnings the project gradually expanded and today provides daily meals to over 
300 people.   

 

  

 

In 2007 she started a “safe home” after observing that a high number of unemployed parents couldn’t afford to 
take their children to crèche.  She decided to accommodate them and provide free education and care services 
to these vulnerable children.  Her passion for her community and the knowledge that each and every child 
deserves an education has led to the inevitable success of the project as more and more children come in 
yearning to learn.  In 2009 she spread her wings by adding 4 more kitchens, bringing the number of ‘feeding 
outlets’ to 12. The feeding scheme grew in leaps and bounds reaching out to approximately 1300 orphans, 
elderly and homeless people serving them lunch, breakfast and dinner. 

 

  

 

A Cultural Robben Island and New Hope Township Tour in Cape Town with Wilderness Touring includes a visit 
to Vivian’s projects.  For more details see:  http://www.wilderness-touring.com/pvt-fd-ri-township.shtml 
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COUNTRY COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
4CS HERO 2013 – SYMON CHIBAKA 

Wilderness is thrilled to announce that the 4Cs Hero of 2013 is Symon Chibaka of Malawi.  Symon has not only 
embraced all that he has been required to do in the various roles he has filled for Wilderness Safaris, but has 
settled into one for which he has a real affinity and ability and has made it his, achieving great results. Symon 
has independently made adjustments to the Children in the Wilderness programme within Malawi that are now 
being adopted in other countries as standard operating practices for CITW. The Eco-Clubs are a case in point, 
as is his strong integration of all 4Cs into his curriculum and activities. He is an excellent example to others 
across the Company.  Every quarter our newsletter is filled with Symon’s wonderful projects and great work he is 
doing in the communities – well done Symon! 

 

MALAWI  

Children in the Wilderness Eco-Clubs and follow-up programs 2013 – Symon Chibaka 

New Eco clubs and follow-up administration blocks 
For the past four years CITW Eco-club activities have been taking place in 12 Primary Schools.  After the 2013 
December camp, three more Primary schools and two Secondary Schools were added to the list of CITW Eco-
clubs. The new development has brought the total number of schools under the CITW umbrella to 17.  There are 
now thirteen Primary Schools and two Secondary Schools. 

“Where are they now” accumulated number since 2003 (10 years) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Visiting Limimbi Primary School 
The school is one of the newly added Primary Schools.  It is in Mvera village, 
situated on the Shire River, close to Mvuu Camp and Mvuu Wilderness 
Lodge. The village has over 1200 people. The nearest Primary School is 10 
km away; the nearest trading centre is 13 km away and the nearest clinic is 
10 km away. The population depends on fishing in Lake Malombe. 

4 of them are working 

6 of them are in tertiary 

education/colleges 

138 children have been in Secondary School sponsorship program. 97 

of them are currently in school 

About 100 children have been lost. They cannot be traced anymore. They are out of 

the catchment area. 

50 former campers are forming CITW alumni groups alongside the four cluster centers. 

600 Children are in Primary Schools (Across the country) and are actively participating weekly Eco Club meetings in 

their respective schools 
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Many of the villagers have been entering the Park illegally as fish and animal poachers. Due to many being 
arrested, the villagers have never enjoyed a good relationship with the National Park scouts/officers and 

Wilderness Safaris activities near their village.  

The relationship between WS and the Village started improving two 
years ago as WS Mvuu Camp donated a boat, which the village 
development committee uses to raise money for development 
activities. The money is also used to pay for the volunteer teacher at 
the junior Primary School (Limimbi). 

Building upon the relationship started by WS, last December, 
Children in the Wilderness (CITW) recruited 20 children from the 

village to go to “CITW environmental Camp” at Mvuu Camp. Village leaders were invited to escort their children 
to camp where they also got to learn more about the CITW program, about WS and about the National Park.  

The improved relationship was noted when CITW and WS Managers went on a follow-up trip to Mvera in May. 
The village was so happy and gave a special warm welcome to the visiting staff from WS and CITW. Apart from 
the planned agenda of CITW following-up the children who had attend the CITW camp; few more agenda items 
came from the Village Development Committee. The Village Development committee suggested that WS and 
CITW, together with the National Park, should work on assisting the village to attain sustainable livelihoods. 
They asked for assistance towards improving education for their children at the local Junior Primary School 
(Limimba Primary School). The committee also asked about support towards reforestation/forestation projects. 
The committee wished to have forestation projects, which would reduce cases of illegal entry into the Park for 
searching for firewood and timber for construction. This was encouraging to hear from the village leaders 
showing willingness to participate in the conservation of the Park and other natural resources in the community.  

Meeting the children who have been to camp the previous year  
All 20 children came for the follow-up meeting. Children recited a number 
of stories about their memorable moments from their one-week camp 
experience. It was so encouraging to hear how much the children 
remembered from camp and how the skills they had learnt from camp 
were assisting them to focus more on their future.  CITW donated some 
supplies (stationery and sports materials) to the eco-club.  

Visiting Ntangai and Ntapwa Primary School 
Ntangai Primary School is also one of the schools newly added to the eco-club list. The school is about 1km 
away from the north-east gate of Liwonde National Park. The first group of children (20), from this school came 
to a CITW camp during the 2012 December at Mvuu Camp. 

On the follow-up day, all 20 children were present. They were all in their camp uniform (camp T-shirts and caps). 
A simple quiz was done just to check how much they remembered about camp. It was amazing how the children 
mentioned all the names of their camp mentors. Eighteen children remembered, exactly, their award statement 
which they had got during their last day of camp. Symon presented some eco-club supplies and sports materials 
to the club. 

Visiting Ntapwa Primary School: School environment auditing 
and litter picking 
Ntapwa is one of the two cluster centres situated in the Southern zone of 
the CITW Malawi region. Four primary schools cluster at Ntapwa Primary 
School.  Sixty-eight children turned up for the follow-up meeting. Ntapwa 
centre is still nurturing nine out of the first group of twenty-four children 
who attended the 2004 CITW camp from the Eastern side of Liwonde 
National Park. 

From the assessment chat we learned that the children and their club coordinators were planning on starting a 
number of projects related to combating Park fence vandalism, which was been done by some local poachers 
and elephants. They were also proposing to have some educational trips to Mvuu Camp.  
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Visiting Nanthomba Primary School 
This was an eco-club cluster monthly meeting for Nanthomba where three Primary Schools meet together. 
Usually when the schools meet for a cluster meeting day they work on a bigger project or conduct discussion 
sessions which can be shared with all three schools. On this day there were 167 children gathered from 
Nanthomba, Kavunguti and Kafulafula.  

 

The main topic of discussion was “Recycling projects.”  The schools had hired an expert in recycling stationery 
paper into different wild animal shapes and many other things, which could 
also be sold. The goal of the day was that the three schools should learn from 
the Artist-Craft man, Mr. Peter Kanyama, how to come up with high value 
products from the worst papers and then take the concept back to their own 
school eco-clubs, and further use it as a career.  They learnt many things, 
including moulding an Impala and painting it.  

Another activity on the day was launching a model of a worm farm at 
Nanthomba Primary School. The farm is to run as a model for all worm farming 
projects which each individual school wants to conduct, and further serve as model to the surrounding villages. 

Visiting Namalomba Secondary School 
Namalomba Secondary School is situated 10 km west of the Makhanga Scouts’ camp, which is just a kilometre 
from Mvuu Camp. The School is another one of the new schools which joined the CITW Malawi eco-club 
network. At the school there are 20 CITW students who formed an eco-club. 

The students presented their plan about developing a project which would solve the problem of a large amount 
of erosion near the River (500m from school) as it was ‘eating’ lots of land towards the school every year. The 
club was planning to start a long-term project which would also involve the surrounding villages. Each year, on 
average, the river takes one human life due to floods. The project will also involve reforesting the riverbank. 

Eco club coordinators and Head Teachers’ workshop at Mvuu Camp 
The workshop was organized for the Southern (Liwonde) Zone Schools.  Nine schools were involved.  The 
workshop built upon the previous year’s workshop. One eco-club Coordinator and a Head Teacher came from 
each of the nine schools. Other invited participants were: District Education Managers, Primary Education 
Advisors and representatives from partnering NGOs like HELP Malawi.  

 

All workshop objectives aimed at assisting the club coordinators to improve or develop better skills/tools in: 
 Sharing of knowledge and experiences across Eco Club networks 
 Using the updated eco-Club curriculum in developing, planning and effectively facilitating outcome 

oriented lessons and activities sessions 
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 Approach children (club members) with better CARING adult’s attitude (also being able to Identify, 
Describe, Label and Praise success and strength of the club members) 

 Knowledge/understanding Wildlife and Natural environment 
 Monitoring and evaluation of Clubs’ activities and all the growth graphs placed within the program 

Visiting Msigalira Secondary School – Zomba 
Msigalira Secondary School is another Secondary School recently included 
on the eco-club network with the purpose of reaching CITW children whose 
schools are far away from their local CITW centres. 

The children were in action mobilizing themselves and assisting one another 
and even assisting nearby Early Childhood Development programs. They had 
dug and constructed a pit latrine for one of their fellow students (girl), who is 
also a head of a family. The children were in the process of adopting a nearby bare hill which they were planning 
to reforest with tree cover. Towards the end of the day CITW team donated a number of material/supplies which 
included: paper recycling tools, sports equipment and other eco-club related supplies.  

Kindle donation to school 
Among the many good things which The Rosemary Pencil Foundation is doing for Malawi Education through 
CITW, the Foundation had sourced 60 kindles from the World Reader (USA).  These were donated to 
Namalomba Secondary School near Ulongwe. Namalomba Secondary School is one of the 13 Secondary 
Schools where CITW sponsors over 97 needy children through the Secondary School Scholarship Program.  

The donation program started with Teachers’ and students’ training on how to use and handle the devices.  At 
the end of a full day training each of the teachers got a certificate. Another general certificate was given to the 
School itself as being the first school in Malawi to have had such a donation. 

Kindle   

The kindles (E- readers) were already loaded with learners’ textbooks and teachers’ guide books.  Each of them 
had over 100 books. It was very important to put in place a baseline, monitoring and evaluation tools and 
management structure, which would assist to check the effectiveness and proper use of the Kindles.   By the end 
of the following school year (2014 – July), the project will be evaluated to see the positive change the devices 
have brought to the local school, the teachers and the students. 

Ntapwa eco-club cluster centre – launches Eastern side Park Fence Project 
One of the big scale conservation projects initiated by eco-clubs was the Ntapwa cluster Park Fence Project. 
The project was discussed and owned by the three Primary Schools which cluster at Ntapwa Primary School 
(Nangondo, Katambalusula and Ntapwa Primary School).  This project was indeed an expansion or a replication 
of the similar project run by the Nanthomba (Western side) Park fence project, which involves 25 trained eco-
club members from Nanthomba cluster centre. 
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Makhanga Women’s Group:  Elephant Dung Paper – Christopher Mvula  
Based at the entrance to Liwonde National Park, the Makhanga Women’s Group make paper 
out of elephant dung.  Mvuu Camp and Mvuu Wilderness Lodge use their products for their 
welcome and turn-down notes.  The women make a variety of great products, including 
cards, diaries, and note papers.  Wilderness Safaris recently donated two rubber stamps to 
the group, so that they can market their products more efficiently.  

 

17 scholarship students sit for a final exam in secondary school – Lemani, H.E.L.P. Malawi 
After four years in secondary school, 17 students who have 
been under H.E.L.P. Malawi scholarships are among the 
candidates sitting for a final national examination in order to 
obtain a Malawi School Certificate of Education (MSCE). It 
will be after the results are out in November that some of 
them will join tertiary education, while others will be able to 

find jobs such as primary school teaching.  

It is the vision of H.E.L.P. Malawi to provide Hope to every child for a 
better future through access to quality Education and to receive 
unconditional Love and Protection from disease and illness. H.E.L.P. is committed to cultivating the academic 
potential of each child through a comprehensive range of opportunities in primary school to prepare students for 
the next level of education, and to support those efforts through secondary school scholarships. Currently, there 
are 75 students on scholarships from H.E.L.P, Cordaid, Eems Dollard Rotary Club, and H.E.L.P. Malawi - 
Nederland, The School Fund, and individuals.  

Gender mainstreaming at its best at Nanthomba School  
Both boys and girls at Nanthomba School are 
given equal opportunities in social and 
economic activities. Traditionally, tinsmith had 
been for men only, necklace making for women 
only, sewing machine use for men only, 
gardening for women and the list continues. 
H.E.L.P. Malawi had deliberately designed all 
its programs to incorporate both boys and girls equally at Nanthomba School 

to provide students with the necessary foundation to foster future growth to be productive citizens and future 
leaders.   
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Malawi Savings Bank (MSB) donates MWK3.8 million to H.E.L.P. Malawi 
Under its corporate social responsibility, Malawi Savings Bank (MSB) donated 3.8 Million Malawi Kwacha to 
H.E.L.P. Malawi on July 4, as a contribution towards construction of an additional school block at Nanthomba 
School in Ulongwe Zone, Balaka District.  

 
Before the event took place at Nanthomba school MSB led by the District Health Officer representative and 
H.E.L.P. Malawi’s Country Director, Wells Sakala visited Nandumbo Health Centre where they cheered the sick 
and mothers in the maternity ward. To mark the end of such an auspicious event MSB, H.E.L.P. Malawi and all 
distinguished guests had lunch at Mvuu Camp, a Wilderness lodge in 
Liwonde National Park. 

William Kamkwamba, the young man who harnessed the wind was highly 
featured during the event. He had time to tour Nanthomba School where the 
library, that was named after him, William Kamkwamba Community Library 
is and Nandumbo Health Centre. During the event he told his story in 
vernacular for all Malawians to understand him. All media houses 
interviewed him with keen interest. 

Cape Maclear Primary School Educational Visit to Domwe Island - Tracey Bester, Kayak Africa 
On 17th June, Kayak Africa offered Cape Maclear Primary School a day trip to Domwe Island for members of the 
school’s wildlife club. The school selected thirty pupils and six teachers to go on the outing. They were given a 
tour of Domwe Island and a discussion with Kayak Africa’s head guide and manager, Edward Stefano, about 
how we operate a sustainable camp. The Department of Parks and Wildlife also sent an assistant to teach the 
students about wildlife conservation and waste management. While on Domwe the pupils enjoyed learning to 
kayak and snorkel, went on a hike and a boat cruise and then enjoyed a hearty lunch and cold drinks. Kayak 
Africa has been offering these trips to local schools for three years now in the hope of fostering a sense of 
community involvement and understanding of the reasons why the islands in the National Park are precious, 
protected areas. 

Kayak Africa Coordinate the purchase and organisation of a fire-fighting unit in Cape Maclear – 
Tracey Bester, Kayak Africa 
A number of lodges, cottages and the Billy Riordan Clinic in Cape Maclear have clubbed together to purchase a 
high pressure water pump and long hose to fight fires in our local village. Because the village is largely built from 
reed and thatch, it is very vulnerable to the spread of fire. Villagers are very vigilant about setting up the call for 
help if they see a fire, but there is only so much one can do with buckets being filled from the lake. Kayak Africa 
sourced a custom-made high-pressure fire pump in Cape Town and had it sent up to Cape Maclear last month. 
Our local director, Jurie Schoeman, arranged the first trial fire-fighting unit and ran a test at the Gecko Lounge 
with local volunteers. The trial went off very well and we all feel a lot more confident that should a fire in the 
village begin, together we can put it out a lot more speedily. This is a joint venture between the local lodge 
owners and the village and fosters the sense of a united community in the village. 
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Kayak Africa donates a huge bale of children’s clothes to about 300 Local Orphans – Tracey 
Bester, Kayak Africa 
For the previous four years, we have made clothes for the orphans looked after by Vision, a local man, who runs 
an informal, but vital, feeding scheme for vulnerable children. This year, instead of using Mumbo’s old fabric to 
make the clothes we opted to buy a bale of children’s clothes for them from the charity which imports them. 
These clothes are more robust and longer lasting and we were worried that the chitenje clothes we provided 
previously perhaps set the children apart too much.  About 300 orphans benefitted from the distribution of the 
clothes and were absolutely thrilled with their new outfits. These orphaned children live with family members who 
struggle to feed and clothe the extra mouths, and this is why we have chosen to help Vision’s project by giving 
the clothes and making a substantial monthly contribution to his food costs. 

BOTSWANA 
Introduction of Eco-Clubs – Mary Hastag 
The implementation of eight new eco-clubs in Botswana began recently. Since March, weekly eco-club lessons 
are being taught by the school teachers.  In addition to the eight schools we are hoping to train teachers from 
two more schools: Habu and Kareng Primary School.  

Children in the Wilderness (CITW) and Conservation Science Africa (CSA) partnership  
CITW eco-clubs entered into a partnership with CSA at the beginning of this year. The main aim was for the two 
parties to work together on an eco–farming initiative. Eco-farming practices are a commitment to a sustainable 
system of living in harmony with nature. The underlying principle of eco–farming is that if you feed the soil, the 
soil will feed the plants, which in turn feed animals and man. 

 

CSA has agreed to work with the eight CITW schools to enable them to have a sound grasp of eco-initiative 
principles through lessons, demonstrations and practical work. They will follow a systematic approach to eco-
composting, organic vegetable gardening and dry land conservation farming, incorporating vermiculture and 
rotational planting. Once these systems are in place, poultry farming will be introduced, using guinea fowls or 
chickens. 

An Environmental Stewardship Programme (ESP) camp was run at Khwai Discoverer recently.  The 
ESP camp was funded by the American Embassy and included a media day.  This camp is specifically for 
children from CITW camps who have shown a keen interest in the environment. 

A library book donation from Botswana Books Project included books for all the schools with whom we work.  
The books are being distributed to the schools during follow-up and eco-club visits. 

Sue Snyman, representing Wilderness Safaris Botswana, attended the National Community-Based 
Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) Forum meeting.  The focus of the meeting was on discussing 
the latest Botswana CBNRM Status Report and determining the best way forward for community development 
and engagement in Botswana.   

Community meetings and skills assessments in Habu village 

In February, a team from Wilderness Safaris and Conservation Science Africa (CSA) visited Habu village on the 
western side of the Okavango Delta.  Habu is the closest village to Abu Camp.  The aim of the visit was to meet 
the community and discuss with them the needs of the village to determine ways of working together.  Following 
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on from this visit, Mary and Geoffrey did a skills assessment in Habu in March.  From this, five people were hired 
from Habu village for Abu and Seba Camps.  Mary has also organised for a women’s craft group in Habu to 
make crafts for the camps.   

 

Paper bag project 
This project is done by both adults and school children from one of our CITW schools in Maun – Shashe Primary 
School and the village of Khwai with adults. This is a recycling project and the bags produced are sold in 
Wilderness Safaris Camps, the money they get from the sale of the bags assists their families and the children in 
buying stationery for school. 

 

SOUTH AFRICA  
CITW Eco-clubs – Janet Wilkinson, CITW South Africa 
CITW eco-clubs have continued during 2013. Although retrenched as a result of the closure of Pafuri Camp due 
to the floods destroying the camp, Enos Mngomezulu and Alweet Hlungwani hosted the first two eco-clubs for 
the four primary schools. Godfrey Baloyi hosted the first one at N’Wanati High School.    

June Boys CITW Trails Camp  
All the boys are in Grade 8 (13 – 15yrs old) and members of the N’wanati Eco Club. Mr Samson Macheke (80 
yrs) and Mr Phineas Maluleke (60 yrs) joined us. Mr Macheke told the children (and staff) so many stories about 
the Park and the Concession and the beliefs about various animals and trees.  

Activities varied from game drives and walks to learning about photography (Nikon donated 8 point & shoot 
cameras to CITW) and making twig frames for their memento photograph from camp. Five of the boys are 
members of Super Kids (SK), an eco-club formed in the villages by boys who have moved to better high schools, 
and they presented their SK work to all of us. Rob Burns and Janet also attended a Maramani Community Camp 
workshop at Beit Bridge after the camp. 
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June Girls CITW Trails Camp - Landi Burns 
The five girls arrived with Leonard from Mphata Tours, very shy and some fairly intimidated by being in the bush. 
Gogo Sarah & Maria joined us as Elders from the Makuleke village. After dinner we sat around the fire while 
Crispen and Godfrey told stories about opportunities and leadership values. Great examples were used as well 
by the Gogos who eagerly participated as well.  

Landi did a photography class, including some practice photos in trails camp where most of the girls posed with 
the land cruiser. Dan, Godfrey and the Gogos took the girls to Deku. Here they learnt first-hand, from Gogo 
Maria, about living at Deku and the history behind the name and the baobab.  

Throughout the camp we talked about photographic safaris versus hunting safaris. We also covered the impact 
on the environment from poachers, littering, vehicles etc. At Reedbuck Vlei there were off-road tracks that the 
girls, Gogo’s, guides and I rehabilitated by dragging branches over the tracks. We returned to camp via the 
Luvuvhu bridge where Dan did a star talk. Scorpio, the Southern Cross and Leo constellations were the 
highlights that most of the girls “what was the most exciting thing I learned today” chat around the fire later that 
night.  

 
CITW Pafuri Cycle Trail 2013 
All in all there where 18 cyclists who spent three days cycling through the diverse 
myriad ecosystems of Pafuri. The daily rides were planned to cover as much of the 
24 000 hectare area as possible and to visit all of the iconic spots in a limited 

amount of time. This resulted in the groups cycling a 
total of 125km of pristine wilderness. Some of the 
highlights from the saddle were viewing elephant, 
buffalo, zebra, kudu, eland, nyala, impala, waterbuck, 
warthog, baboon, vervet monkey, bushbuck and 
crocodile. Both groups also came across fresh lion, leopard, hyaena and hippo 
tracks from the night before.  The event was a huge success and was a great 
fundraiser for CITW. 

Iliso Care Society, Khayelitsha – James Ramsay 
Wilderness Touring donated six office desks and chairs from the old offices when they moved. These are being 
used in the newly set-up computer learning container for Iliso Care Society. 

NAMIBIA 
Sustaining our social impact: The Marienfluss School roof Repairs – Ketji Jermain  

Wilderness Safaris continues to enjoy a sound working relationship with the 
Marienfluss Conservancy, a community partner in the 
Serra Cafema Camp operation in the Kunene region. 
The relationship was anchored for a further 10 years 
with the signing of a renewal towards the end of last 
year. The spirit in which the negotiations for the 
renewal were conducted signified a maturing 
relationship based on trust, mutual respect and a 

mutually beneficial agreement, driven by a shared vision for creating and 
sustaining conservation economies in this remote area.  
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At the beginning of the relationship in the early 2000, Wilderness Safaris initiated the building of a school for the 
Marienfluss community. The school converted what used to be a mobile school in the area to a permanent 
school and has since grown from one teacher to three teachers and over forty learners attending grade 1 to 6. 
Recently a windstorm blew off the roof of the school causing a serious disruption to the education of the learners 
as they had to be taught outside in tents that heat up to unbearable conditions as early as 10h00 in the morning. 
Wilderness Safaris, jointly with the Marienfluss conservancy, recently completed the re-roofing. 

Community singing competition 
WWF had a joint venture singing competition between 5 conservancies to show 
off their voices. Doro Nawas Conservancy, represented by Doro Nawas Camp, 
The Big 3, represented by Damaraland Camp, the Grootberg Conservancy, 
represented by Grootberg Lodge, the Uibasen Conservancy, represented by 
Twyfelfontein Country Lodge and the Torra Conservancy, represented by 
Damaraland Camp all sang their hearts out. The top two went through to sing at 
the Tourism expo in Windhoek and then the ultimate winner is to represent the 
communities at the Adventure World Travel Summit in Swakopmund. The battle 
of the voices was a tough one but Damaraland Camp came second!  

ZIMBABWE   
CITW and related community projects - Sue Goatley and Renee Archer 
 
Ruckomechi Camp, Mana Pools, March 2013 
The recent camp at Ruckomechi had 30 campers and 2 teachers.  We were very privileged to have Amy Berman 
and Jean Holm from the Mother Bear Project joining us at Ruckomechi for this CITW Camp. They came from 
America to hand out these teddy bears to the many children that need a little love.  They spoke to the children 
about the project and showed them on a globe where all the bears came from, telling them that the bears are 
made especially for them with lots of love by people from all over the world. The children then each received a 
bear and the smiles on their faces were truly priceless. 

 
Ziga & Ngamo Primary Schools receive world maps & globes for their classrooms  
There was a noticeable lack of visual aids & teaching materials in the classrooms of these two Schools and in 
January 2013, generously donated funding (from Grand Circle Foundation) was used to purchase a world globe 
& world map poster for each of the Grade 1 – 7 classrooms. These visual aids help create awareness of the 
earth’s shape and give the students a far greater perspective on the size of the world in which they live. The 
teachers now use them extensively to teach geography and socio-environmental science, and they have also 
been very helpful with visiting guests who are now able to show the students where they have travelled from.  

 

 
 



 

13                                                   Community & Culture Newsletter, June  2013 
 

Generous donation from guests affords 10 children scholarships at Jabulani Primary School 
Five girls and five boys at Jabulani Primary School in Vic Falls have received scholarships to continue their 
education through a very generous donation from Wilderness guests, who visited the school in January.   

Literacy teacher training workshop – Cain Chikwava 
The facilitator, Jo Labouchere, introduced the topic, highlighting the importance of the incorporation of the best 
teaching methods during teaching and learning deliberations. She pointed out that teaching should deviate from 
the usual rhetoric approach to a more child-centred one thus encouraging interactive learning. Jo noted that 
many schools are unable to do this due to an acute shortage of qualified personnel, even to the extent that many 
students progress to the upper grades unable to read and write. Consequently, they become dysfunctional 
adults lacking the skills necessary to function effectively in society. To remedy the teacher shortage Jo 
advocates the recruitment of volunteers who are trained to assist, solve the problem of illiteracy targeting ECDB 
(Grade 0) to Grade 3 in the Zimbabwean context. 

Visiting Jabulani Primary School 
After the training workshop, the team visited Jabulani Primary school, a rural school 15km  from Victoria Falls to 
implement the teaching strategies gained in the workshop. A grade 0 (ECDB) class was chosen. The trained 
volunteers brought all the teaching media to use during learning. Teaching was conducted under a tree as the 
school has no shelter for most of the grades. However, this did not dampen the spirit of the volunteers as they 
executed the lessons successfully. 

ZAMBIA 
Sinde Village Solar Pump and Water Tanks 
Thanks to a very generous donation from guests who stayed at Toka Leya, Sinde village received a long-
awaited solar pump at the Twabuka Middle School.  The solar pump was installed and began pumping water on 
the 30th May.  The school previously had no access to water and this pump, together with the tower and water 
tanks, will make a huge difference in the student’s lives.  It will also enable them to re-establish their vegetable 
garden to compliment the feeding scheme.  Guests staying at Toka Leya Camp or The River Club have the 
opportunity to visit Sinde Village, which is approximately 20 minutes’ drive away.  Children from Twabuka Middle 
School recently attended a Children in the Wilderness (CITW) camp at Toka Leya. 

 

CITW Camp at Lufupa Camp, 13 – 17 March 2013  
In March, 9 children and 1 teacher from Kabulwebulwe Basic School and 9 children and 1 teacher from Mapoko 
Basic School arrived for camp. Three boats picked the children up from a harbour, 3 hours away from camp. At 
the end of the month Clever Chaba went to Mapoko village on leave. During his leave he followed-up on the 
children that attended the CITW camp at Lufupa in March. He also got feedback on the progress of the building 
project (staff houses for teachers – see below) that CITW is supporting at Mapoko Basic School.   

Mapoko School Staff Accommodation – Building Project – Ingrid 
Baas 
Mapoko Basic School is situated at the border of Kafue National Park in the 
Mumbwa district in Zambia. The school was built in 1995 with help of World 
Vision, but the school was never completed with enough staff 
accommodation. 
 
The first request for support in building of staff houses was made during 
CITW follow up visit on 24th October 2012.  After discussion we agreed that the community would provide all 
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labour and would also make sure that bricks would be made, sand and crushed stones would be collected and 
bought in.  We agreed to complete the building in 3 phases. Supplies to be delivered to a point at the tar road 
18km from Mapoko school with the supply Wilderness Safaris’ supply truck. The community to arrange transport 
for the supplies from the tar road to the school. There is no graded access road to the school and only 4x4 
vehicles can pass. The community uses ox cards and bicycles to get from and to the tar road.  
 
Currently the school has 384 pupils. The number has reduced since last year (when they had more than 500 
pupils) because in a surrounding area a community school has opened and some pupils were shifted to this 
school. The school had to decrease the number of pupils because of the limited teachers at the school.  The 
school has five staff members, including the head master and the deputy head master.  The school currently 
provides schooling for grade 1 to 9, but with the government changes in the school system grade 8 and 9 will 
start being phased out. Mapoko school will be primary school with grade 1 to 7.  One of the houses that 
collapsed last year has been renovated with the help of the community. This house is almost finalized and when 
it is complete a new teacher (staff member 6) will be appointed to the school. 
 

 
 
The staff house that will be built with help of CITW funding will accommodate a 7th staff member. The goal is to 
have the house completed at the end of October, before the rainy season.  The reason CITW Zambia decided to 
help this particular school, is because the community is very involved and the teachers very motivated.  With a 
small team and hardly any resources, they manage to achieve goals and projects.   

 


