
                     

                                            

 

 

WILDERNESS COMMUNITY & CULTURE QUARTERLY 

NEWSLETTER 

DECEMBER 2013 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Happy New Year to everyone and wishing you all a fantastic year ahead!   

 

2013 was a busy, exciting year with the introduction of Children in the Wilderness (CITW) eco-clubs in a number of 

countries, improvements to our CITW programme, and numerous community development and engagement projects 

across our areas of operation.  In 2014 we will continue with our eco-club, camp, scholarship and school infrastructure 

programmes; with the plan to improve and build on last year’s programmes, ensuring their sustainability and that they 

are making a real difference in the communities with whom we engage.  We could not have done all of this without the 

generous support of Wilderness Safaris, Wilderness Safaris staff and our incredible donors from all around the world, 

so a very big thank you from all of us. 

 

 
 
 

 



                     

                                            

 

CULTURE 

Wilderness Cultural Activities 
 

Visit to a traditional Himba village from Serra Cafema Camp, Namibia 
The Himba are a group of semi-nomadic pastoralists who live in the Kaokoland area of Namibia.  They are 

descendants of a group of Herero herders who fled to the north-west of Namibia after being displaced by the Nama 

people.   

The Himba rub their bodies with red ochre and fat to protect themselves from the sun and the women also use 

mixtures of aromatic herbs in their skin rub to fragrance their bodies.  The Himba make numerous beautiful jewellery 

items, mostly from iron, ostrich shells, and, more recently, from PVC pipes.  Their intricate designs have become 

popular amongst Western tourists.  Himba homes are cone-shaped and made from palm leaves, cattle dung and mud.  

During the course of the year, Himba families move between different settlements in search of grazing for their cattle.   

 

The ritual fires and fire line of the Himba are an important part of ancestor worship and respect for these cultural 

traditions should always be observed when visiting a Himba village.  The fire may only be generated by means of ritual 

fire-sticks (ozondume) of which each lineage-head keeps a special set.  The fire is encircled by stones and symbolises 

sustained contact between the living and deceased members of the family.  Its extinction would, therefore, indicate 

serious neglect on the part of the village head
1
.   

During a stay at Serra Cafema Camp in Namibia one can visit a Himba village in the area.  On this guided visit you will 

be taught about the fascinating culture of the Himba people.  As with all of Wilderness Safaris’ cultural tourism there 

are certain guidelines for ensuring that the visit offers a high-quality experience that brings satisfaction and enrichment 

to guests, as well as greater knowledge and appreciation of cultural heritage while respecting the values and 

aspirations of the Himba community. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Source: http://www.namibiatourism.com.na/himba/  and http://www.namibian.org/travel/namibia/population/himba.htm and Malan, J.S. Peoples of 

Namibia.  Rhino Publishers, 1995. 

 

http://www.namibiatourism.com.na/himba/
http://www.namibian.org/travel/namibia/population/himba.htm


                     

                                            

 

COUNTRY COMMUNITY NEWS 

NAMIBIA 

Children in the Wilderness facilitates Rotary Interact Club donation to rural learners 

A group of learners from the DHPS (Private German High School in Windhoek) Rotary Interact Club compassionately 

extended a helping hand to less privileged learners in rural Namibia. The learners approached Wilderness Safaris’ 

community engagement team to seek guidance and advice on possible communities they could assist. Ketji linked the 

DHPS leaners to less privileged yet unwavering learners in rural schools from the great Kunene region.  

 

The “wish” list presented to the enthusiastic DHPS learners for their less fortunate peers included stationery, foodstuffs 

and clothing items. It was an interesting exercise for the DHPS leaners to prioritise from the list presented to them.  

Their decision addressed a rather desperate situation rural learners face currently, as a result of the severe drought 

experienced in the area. There is scarcity of food and their decision to have food stuffs donated compliments current 

government efforts through the drought relief program. Wilderness Safaris is proud to have facilitated this engagement 

and to be associated with yet another uniquely breath-taking initiative. The donation comprised of maize meal bags 

and stationery to be donated to Otjikondavirongo, Okondjombo and Marienfluss schools.  

Secondary School Scholarship Programme 

Under the Secondary School Sponsorship programme which started with two learners as a pilot test in 2012 and 

effected in 2013 as an on-going program with committed sponsors, CITW Namibia have 11 leaners in different grades 

between grade 8 and 12 from 4 different school in Kunene region benefiting from this scheme. 

The Aims and Objectives of the Secondary School Sponsorship:  

 That learners (CITW campers) complete their secondary school education  

 To ensure that learners stay in school and are not expelled due to unpaid school fees  

 To give an equal opportunity to socially disadvantaged children to complete secondary school  

 To strengthen school/ orphanage community links  

 To create and strengthen links with partner schools  

 To improve schools’ development funds and encourage better performance from learners  

 To encourage children to study harder at secondary level and pave the way for tertiary education and other 

opportunities such as bursaries/ scholarships and work experience.  

One of our great sponsors of the Secondary School Sponsorship is the 

Khomas Trust, an England-based Trust that is sponsoring six learners. The 

chairlady of the Khomas Trust, Yvonne Gabell, came to Namibia order to meet 

learners being sponsored by the Khomas Trust. The sponsorship covers full 

school and hostel fees, examination fees for grade 10 and 12, a full school 

uniform, and other school materials such as books, school bags, as well as 

calculators. Each learner is sponsored at an amount of N$ 2500, 00 per 

annum. 

  

 

 



                     

                                            

 

 

ZAMBEZI REGION 
 

Soccer in the Wilderness Clinics at Jabalani Primary School in Vic Falls, Twabuka Middle School, Toka Leya 
Camp and Sinde Village Football Club in Zambia 
From 5 to 9 November 2013, the inaugural Soccer in the Wilderness clinics took place at Sinde Football Club, 

Twabuka Middle School and with Wilderness Safaris’ staff at Toka Leya Camp in Zambia and Jabulani Primary School 

in Zimbabwe. Gordon Gilbert (a professional soccer player) and the CITW team raised awareness in the villages about 

various conservation issues, including poaching and rhino conservation, motivating and inspiring them to get actively 

involved in the conservation of the wilderness areas they live next to. The importance of setting goals and having the 

discipline and dedication to achieve them was also discussed to encourage the children to broaden their horizons and 

to aim high. 

 

 
 

 
ZIMBABWE 
 

Arts For Animals 
Through her art and passion for preserving the magic of our planet's wildlife, internationally acclaimed artist, Anne 

London travels regularly to Africa and successfully combines her two great loves; art and animals. A professional artist 

for over 39 years, Anne’s "Portraits Of The Wild" are based on intimate bush experiences. She also makes it her 

mission to work with disadvantaged children during her visits to Africa & returns each year with small groups of fellow 

conservationists and art enthusiasts. In 2013, Anne started a new program for African school children, namely “Art For 

Animals” which is aimed at linking creativity with conservation by teaching wildlife conservation ideas. Through the 

development of children’s artistic talents, Anne hopes to draw attention to endangered and threatened animals, whilst 

stressing the importance of preserving their African wildlife & habitats.  

 

On a recent visit to Victoria Falls, Anne held a “Art For Animals” workshop at Jabulani School. Two groups of 15 

promising art students each were selected from the Primary & Secondary School for this outdoor art workshop. The 

workshop allowed Anne & her group of art enthusiasts to learn about the challenges and issues involved in teaching 

art/wildlife awareness to African children, but at the same time gave Anne the platform she needed to share hands-on 

developmental training with these students, demonstrating the nobility and beauty of African wildlife that can be 

expressed through art.  

 



                     

                                            

 

World Rhino Day School Paper-Mache Competition 

World Rhino Day celebrates all five species of rhino & this global phenomenon unites NGOs, zoos, cause-related 

organisations, businesses, schools & concerned individuals from nearly every corner of the world. Children in the 

Wilderness Zimbabwe was part of this growing phenomenon in 2013 & encouraged the newly developed eco-clubs at 

5 rural schools in the Tsholotsho area to participate by creating their own paper-mache environmentally-friendly rhino 

head. Students from Kapane, Ngamo, Mpindo, Jakalasi & Ziga Primary Schools were encouraged to come up with 

their own individual design which was recently judged.  CITW is pleased to announce the winners as indicated below. 

Prize money has been deposited into the respective schools’ bank accounts and is to be utilised by the eco-clubs for 

equipment and field trips.  

1st Prize Jakalasi Primary School Eco Club – US$100.00 

 
 

2nd Prize – Mpindo Primary School Eco Club – US$80.00 

 

3rd Prize - Kapane Primary School Eco Club – US$50.00 

 

The rhinos have now been mounted on the wall at the Wilderness Offices in Victoria Falls (see picture above far right).  
  
Jabulani Literacy Programme 
Children In The Wilderness (CITW) Zimbabwe were pleased to host the Grand Circle Foundation (GCF) Regional 

Manager for Africa, Mr Roger Clulow and the Program Services Manager, Mr Roy Nienaber, along with a small group 

of Overseas Adventure Travellers (OAT) Tour Leaders on a site visit to Jabulani Primary School, just outside Victoria 

Falls in September 2013.  

The visit coincided with the handover of books and teacher support tools which were donated by GCF for a Literacy 

Program at the School. CITW were instrumental in the selection and procurement of these books from Schoolbooks 4 

Africa, a Harare based supplier. These books are recommended by RIC Publications of Australia and the University of 

Cambridge in the UK, and are aimed at second language speakers providing high interest topics whilst catering for low 

reading ages.  



                     

                                            

 

These action-packed fiction and fascinating non-fiction books provide children with key words in different contexts to 

build up reading confidence with new words. User-friendly English/Ndebele dictionaries were also donated to the 

School and are a great aid in bridging the gap between the two languages. Teaching support includes step-by-step 

guidance on implementing successful guided reading sessions to develop core reading skills and helps teachers track 

& progress students learning.  

.  

Ngamo and Ziga Primary School Exercise Books 

During the first term of 2013 Children in the Wilderness Zimbabwe were able to facilitate the purchase of 1700 

Mathematics & English exercise books per school for all eight infant & senior grades at Ngamo Primary School and 

Ziga Primary School’s in Tsholotsho, Zimbabwe thanks to funding provided by Grand Circle Foundation.  This much-

needed project is an important aspect of a student’s development, and greatly assists the teacher’s ability to monitor & 

measure their teaching and the impact it has on the children. Written work is positive reinforcement for lessons taught 

during class and is an essential part of a student’s development at school.  

 

Ngamo School Cooking Pot Project  

Thanks to donations received from the Grand Circle Foundation, Ngamo Primary 

School received three large industrial-sized heavy duty cooking pots known 

locally as “potjie pots”. These pots will be used to cook the food provided by the 

nutrition programme which feeds 240 children each school day. The volunteering 

parents who cook this daily meal were previously using countless small and 

ineffectual pots to cook the daily lunch meal which is provided for the children. 

The pots are made from cast iron so are far better suited to cooking over an 

open fire; they will also help improve the hygiene and the quality of the food that 

is being prepared for the children. 

 

St Francis Xavier Happy Readers 

In September 2013, CITW Zimbabwe were pleased to facilitate the purchase and 

handover of Happy Reader reading books for the Grade 1 and 2 classes of St 

Francis Xavier Primary School in Dete, on the borders of Hwange National Park 

With donor funding from Grand Circle Foundation, the introduction of these books 

will assist with the new drive to improve the reading ability of the children at this 

school. These books are linked to the Zimbabwean education curriculum and 

annual assessments can be carried out to test the reading age & ability of each 

child. 

Summerlea Jabulani Primary Student Toilets 

Rotary Club of Victoria Falls works closely with CITW on numerous programmes and recently referred visitors from 

Canada who wanted to make a difference to disadvantaged students. The ladies of Summerlea Golf Club in Canada 

were excited at the idea of helping Jabulani Primary School and with thanks to their fund raising efforts were able to 



                     

                                            

 

send a generous donation. It was decided to combine Summerlea’s funding with 

other donor funding received to add another two toilets to a project that originally 

would have included four toilets. The finished project will now comprise 6 toilets – 

3 girls and 3 boys. 

Ziga community flush toilets for visiting guests: One of the activities offered 

to guests staying at Wilderness Camps in Hwange National Park includes a day 

trip to a local village & school in the Tsholotsho area. Grand Circle Foundation 

(GCF) guests visit these communities about twice weekly with up to 16 guests at 

a time. As these village visits are quite a distance from the Camp where the guests are accommodated, it was 

necessary to install a guest toilet at the Ziga Community homestead. In past years, guests had access to the 

community pit latrine (a rustic traditional toilet); these consist of a hole in the ground with a make-shift toilet seat, and 

as they fill with waste the hole is filled & the location moved.   GCF were happy to assist with funding and CITW were 

able to source & procure the materials necessary to build two flush toilets at the Ziga Community Homestead. The 

local community actively participated in the project by providing builders &. The toilets utilise a ‘soak pit’, and water is 

stored in drums at the rear of the building. These drums are supplied with water from the Ziga Primary School 

borehole.   

 
 

Ziga Primary School Library  

CITW Zimbabwe are pleased to be part of the building of a much needed library & media center at Ziga Primary 

School in Tsholotsho. With funding provided by donations received from guests of Grand Circle Foundation 

construction on this project started toward the end of October 2013. Foundations were dug whilst bricks were made 

on-site and the building is now up to roof level.  

This small rural school caters for 165 students from the Ziga Community. Over time they have received donations 

which include many children and adult novels & reference books, two computers, printers and a generator and 

inverter. Unfortunately due to a shortage of space and shelving at the school, much of the material is currently being 

stored in boxes. Having a library/media center that is dedicated to storing this equipment will be a huge asset to 

everyone and will assist with the literacy drive at the school. With the cell phone network now extending to this area, 

the school is able to pick up the internet as well which opens up a whole new world. 

 
 

Ziga Primary Perimeter Fencing 

Ziga Primary School have been experiencing problems keeping the community livestock out of the school grounds and 

all attempts at growing indigenous trees for shade, vegetable gardens and an orchard in the school grounds have 

failed as the seedlings & saplings have been destroyed by the livestock. The school has been talking of fencing the 

area themselves using indigenous wooden poles cut from trees in the area, however as conservationists, this practice 

is strongly discouraged by CITW as it is causing mass deforestation in the area. With thanks to funding provided by 

Grand Circle Foundation, a new diamond mesh perimeter fence has been installed. This has meant that the school are 

able to re-introduce trees on the school grounds as well as plant an orchard and provide a safe environment in which 

to grow vegetables, which are used to compliment the nutrition program at the school.  



                     

                                            

 

Ziga Primary Teachers’ Resource & Library Books  

With thanks to donations received from Grand Circle Foundation travellers, CITW 

Zimbabwe was able to source & procure teachers resource & library books for Ziga 

Primary School. The implementation of these much-needed aids for the teachers’ 

resource library will assist all teachers with lesson methods and planning, and is 

especially important for the schools trainee teachers. These reference books contain 

questions & answers which will help reduce the time teachers have been taking to 

research & prepare lessons for the 165 primary 

school students in Grades 1 – 7 at Ziga Primary 

School.  

Women from the Ziga community painting the play centre for the Early 

Learning Programme - facilitated by CITW 

The parents at Ziga recently assisted CITW with the construction of the play centre 

for the reception and grade 1 class at Ziga Primary School.  The Ministry of 

Education representative also assisted.    

Victoria Falls Primary School library book donation to Ngamo Primary School 

Victoria Falls Primary School & the Parent Liaison Committee recently donated a 

number of second-hand library books to CITW. These books were passed on to 

Ngamo Primary School in Tsholotsho for their school library, and were gratefully 

received by both the students & teaching staff of the school.   

Preparing for CITW end-of-year camps 

With assistance from Wilderness Victoria Falls staff, Pilot & Thando, the children’s 

gift-kit bags were packed in preparation for the November 2013 CITW Zimbabwe 

Children’s Camps.   These camps hosted 78 under-privileged students from the rural schools in Tsholotsho, bordering 

on the Wilderness concession in Hwange National Park.   

 
 

ZAMBIA 

Toka Leya CITW Camp 

For the Children in the Wilderness camp at Toka Leya we invited 24 children and 2 teachers from Twabuka Middle 

School in Sinde village. All the children are part of the eco-club that was established in 2013 at the school with help 

and support from CITW and Wilderness Safaris. The ages ranged from 10 to 13 years old and 12 boys and 12 girls 

attended. 

 
 

One of the highlights on the camp was the photographic workshop. The children had the opportunity to learn how to 

use a camera. During the workshop the concept ‘Shoot with your camera, not with your gun’ was explained. The 

children loved taking pictures and for many of them it was one of the highlights of their stay. 



                     

                                            

 

 
 

Another highlight was the visit to the Victoria Falls. 

 
 

The camp ended with a team quiz, where 32 questions tested what the children had learned over the past days.  All of 

the mentors were amazed!  Even the most difficult questions were answered correctly!  

Comments that were left by the children on their feedback form 

Christipher Ngenda: “I learned about conservation, insects, animals and carnivores-herbivores-omnivores. I saw the 

giraffe, hippo, African jacana, buffalo, guineafowl, kudu, impala and warthog for the first time. I will be going to tell 

others not to kill animals and birds because my brothers and sisters don’t know yet. Also not to cut down trees. When I 

finish school I want to be the president of Zambia.” 

Sazwe Sanduba: - “For the first time I am very happy. I am very happy because I learn about insects, animals, 

reading, Victoria Falls, boat cruise. When I finish school I want to be a guide at Toka Leya camp. Wilderness areas are 

important because tourists come to see the animals and they leave us money to the government and create jobs.” 

The River Club Delivers Water to Simonga Health Post in Zambia 

The River Club in Livingstone, Zambia, in partnership with the CEO Group, has connected the Simonga Health Post to 

an important water source which delivers 50 000 litres of clean water to the 4 000 inhabitants of the nearby Simonga 

Village on a daily basis. In addition to the above, Gordon Sondland of the Sondland–Durant Foundation, who travelled 

with the CEO Group to see the Simonga Village empowerment projects in action, agreed to provide breakfast daily to 

the 403 pupils at the Simonga Basic School for the foreseeable future. The River Club will use the funds sent each 

month to buy the food which will be prepared by the PTA (Parent/Teachers Association) for the young learners.  

The River Club is also set to deliver 100 “study lamps” to the two senior classes at Simonga Basic School to ensure 

that the children are able to complete their homework after sunset. The lamps were kindly donated by previous lodge 

guests, Geoff and Bonnie Morgan from Australia.  

 
 
Other news from Children in the Wilderness Zambia 

Sonwell Malambo our CITW teacher, has visited all the schools that we work with in Zambia: Twabuka, Kamakechi, 

Jifumpa, Kabulwebulwe and Mapoko. He has introduced himself as the new liaison for CITW in the communities and 



                     

                                            

 

met all teachers, head masters and community members.  During his visits Sonwell discussed the start of eco-clubs at 

each school. 

Whilst in the villages Sonwell followed up on all 272 children that have ever been on one of the CITW camps in Kafue 

National Park or at Toka Leya in Livingstone, from 2007 to now. He completed a database on all these children and 

we now know exactly where ‘our children’ are, what their living conditions are and if they are still in school, working or 

unemployed.  Most of the children he visited in their homes, so Sonwell met their family members as well.  

We purchased a CITW bicycle. This bicycle is stored at Lufupa in Kafue NP, but when Sonwell goes to the villages 

and the schools he uses this bike to move from home to home and from school to school. 

The building of the staff house at Mapoko School is going well. At the end of November it should be completed 

with roof and all. This staff house was built with help of private funders to this project. 

At Twabuka Middle School in Sinde village the eco-club is in full swing. The eco-club trunk with all lesson materials 

was handed over to the school in September 2013.  

When the last guests departed Shumba at the end of October, we organized a teacher workshop at Shumba for 8 

teachers from the 4 schools surrounding Kafue National Park. During the workshop the setup of eco-clubs in these 

schools was discussed, as well as the more practical side of the eco-club such as lesson plans and activities.  One of 

the activities during the workshop was “Eco club strategic planning”. This gave the teachers an opportunity to 

brainstorm and come up with suitable teaching strategies. The official start of these 4 new eco-clubs in Kamakechi, 

Kabulwebule, Mapoko and Jifumpa will be in January when the schools open for the new year. 

BOTSWANA 

Follow-up visits to the schools 

The Children in the Wilderness and Community Development team undertook their third follow-up visit to the schools 

to see how the eco-clubs were going and to provide various materials and information to the schools.  Schools that 

had underperformed were excluded from the CITW end-of-year camps.  The photos below are from these visits: 

Gudigwa Primary school teachers giving feedback on the CITW eco-clubs: 

 

Gudigwa’s eco-club vegetable garden: 

 

Beetsha Primary eco-club has increased their worm units from two to six, and had seedlings of onions, tomatoes, 

spinach, carrots and butternuts. The vegetable garden has been increased in size to enable it to accommodate more 

crops. Beetsha children and teachers putting up corner posts for their eco-club garden: 



                     

                                            

 

 

CITW team and Beetsha teachers helping in setting up the measurements for the garden: 

 

Tubu Primary School increased worm units to six, harvested the crops they planted last term in preparation for 

planting new ones, a 6mx6m conservation tillage plot was made and butternuts sown, a 3mx3m vegetable garden 

where they planted tomato, spinach, onion, carrots and rape seeds. Tubu Primary School Head welcoming CITW 

team & thanking them for the eco-club materials:  

 

Tubu Primary children setting up and then sowing seeds in the 6mx6m conservation tillage plots 

 

At Gunotsoga Primary School there were six worm units, crops that had been planted were ready for harvesting, 

including beetroots, onion, chili peppers, carrots, spinach, rape and tomatoes.  Fruit trees were rehabilitated by adding 

compost from the worm units (lemon and orange trees).  A 6mx6m conservation tillage plot was made and butternut 

seeds were sown and a 3mx3m vegetable garden was completed.  Photos from Gunotsoga Primary show handing 

over eco- club project materials and checking on the progress of the club, including harvesting the compost to use in 

the conservation tillage plots:  

 

 



                     

                                            

 

Gunotsoga Primary pupils sowing seeds in their eco-club vegetable garden: 

 

Shashe Primary eco- club teacher facilitating a lesson on water conservation and the pupils participating in the lesson: 

 

Habu Primary School 

CITW Botswana started working with Habu Primary School in July and 10 teachers were trained how to run an eco-

club. The teachers were trained in partnership with Conservation Science Africa, who assisted in terms of organic 

farming.  After the training the eco-club became very active and held lessons as well as having projects in the club. It 

is for this reason that Habu Primary School eco–club members qualified to participate in the end-of-year CITW camps. 

 

Kareng Primary School 

Also first-timers to the CITW end-of-year camps, Kareng Primary School is where children from Khwai village attend 

school. Eight Kareng Primary School teachers were trained in August how to run an eco–club. As the campers from 

Kareng Primary School were all from Khwai village they were very excited to be in camp were their aunts, uncles, 

sisters, brothers and parents work. The Banoka staff were also very delighted to host children from their own families. 

There was a competition between the Banoka staff and the campers on the cultural night show casing their traditional 

dancing skills. 

 

Presents for the end-of-year CITW campers  

It has become a norm in the Botswana Wilderness Safaris Operations in Maun that the 

CITW end-of-year campers are given a present at the end of each camp. This year the 

present was a Consol solar jar, branded CITW, which was given to each camper, as 

most if not all of them do not have electricity in their homesteads. The consol jars will 

enable them to do their homework as well as reduce the cases of houses burning down 

due to candles or paraffin lights. 



                     

                                            

 

National Tree Planting Day 

Botswana’s national tree planting day is the last Saturday of November.  Botswana Forestry Association give out trees 

to the communities for this special day and this year CITW eco–clubs benefitted as we received 100 indigenous trees.  

Shashe Primary School eco-club gave each club member a tree to plant at their homesteads, in school and the 

teachers were also given a tree to plant in their yards. The club members received the trees after a talk on national 

tree planting day and the tree for this year was a shepherd tree (Motopi in Setswana). 

Eco-club project presentations at the end-of-year CITW camps 

Each and every school was asked to bring an environment-orientated project to the end-

of-year camp. The schools brought different projects but surprisingly most of them were 

based on the three “ Rs”:  Reduce, Reuse and Recycle.  

Two of the schools added an aspect of culture in their presentation, demonstrating how 

they use natural resources to make their huts, traditional dance attire and traditional floor 

mats. Then they explained how they are made and what are their uses as well as the 

impact on the environment. 

Ten years of volunteering as a CITW Mentor  

Atanang Mothaedi is a primary school teacher who first came on a CITW end-of-year camp accompanying campers in 

2003. She was then transferred to a non-CITW school and realized that she could continue participating in the CITW 

end-of-year camps as a volunteer. She has been coming to each of our camps religiously since then.  

CITW recognized her commitment and awarded her a 10 years of volunteering 

certificate as well as a CITW-branded solar jar for her to use when preparing her 

lessons as there is no electricity where she teaches.   

She was very humbled by the award and encouraged the rest of the teachers who 

accompanied the campers to take this programme seriously as she says she has learnt 

a lot from it and she says even her teaching skills are better because of this programme. 

She said she is a member of an Environmental Education Club at her school and uses 

what she learns from the end-of-year camps and will continue volunteering until the end of time. 

Prize-giving for Beetsha, Tubu and Shashe Primary Schools  

The CITW team attended the prize giving ceremonies of Beetsha, Tubu and Shashe Primary School to bid farewell to 

the grade seven eco-club members. The club members received school bags and stationery to use when they go to 

junior secondary school next year.  

 

Guests visit Shashe eco-club in Maun 

Wilderness Safaris guests recently visited the Shashe Primary eco-club in Maun, where the children gave a 

presentation of one of their eco-club projects, showed the guests their work farm and also allowed the guests to take 

part in some planting. 

 



                     

                                            

 

Shashe Primary eco-club’s first vegetable garden harvest 

The Shashe Primary eco-club recently had their first harvest from their vegetable garden.  All the eco-club members 

were allowed to take some vegetables home, with the aim that in the future they can also sell surplus to raise funds for 

their eco-club. 

 

Eco-club member does very well at the National Environmental Fair 

Onneetse, an eco-club member recently did very well at the National Environmental Fair.  The school principal said 

that: “Through CITW eco club you made our school proud.”  

 

LIMPOPO VALLEY 

CITW eco-club gears up for Heritage Day excursion at Mapungubwe National Park & World Heritage site 

13 of CITW’s 2012 campers from Alldays primary school were privileged to participate in a heritage day excursion on 

the 24
th
 Sep in Mapungubwe National Park & World Heritage site. For Mapungubwe this day was used as a platform 

to create awareness and educate its communities of the importance of heritage among youth and elderly people, and 

to highlight the career opportunities in heritage and tourism. This event was filled with lots of entertainment as the 

CITW ex-campers performed traditional dances. The girls kept the audience eyes glued to the stage as they 

performed several songs and dances.  The pupils also read their poems. The Children in the Wilderness group had its 

cultural repertoire, they were all dressed in cultural attire and each individually explained what their cultural attires 

meant, they performed their cultural dances and poems. They were also entertained by Bakwena cultural group which 

is from the adjacent farms.  Bakwena played their African drums, performed their cultural dance and drama. 

Ultimately, the Mapungubwe Team together with assistance from CITW triumphed in the efforts of raising hope with 

ways of preserving our South African diverse cultural heritage. 

 

CONGO 

Opening of Mbomo community centre by Sabine Plattner – Nick Galpine 

November 11th was a very exciting day for the community of Mbomo, which is the nearest large village to our Camps 

at Lango and Ngaga and home to many of our staff. 

After a long construction process, which had seen the traditional skills of many villagers employed to create a 

landmark structure, the Sanza Mobimba community centre was officially opened by Sabine Plattner, a German 

philanthropist based in South Africa and also the main backer of our Congo eco-tourism venture. 



                     

                                            

 

 

As a former teacher, Mrs. Plattner has retained her passion for education and teaching life skills to disadvantaged 

children. The Camps in Congo provide important training for adults in the skills needed to deliver a world-class wildlife 

experience and adventure, but it is equally important to teach the next generation the skills they will need to get the 

very most from life – and to give back to their families and community. 

Sanza Mobimba means “full moon” in the local tribal language, and this has particular resonance as the full moon 

provides enough light to show the way forward in the rainforest. A night walk in the forest by the silvery light of the 

equatorial moon is a real highlight for many of our guests, and this is a very evocative image for local people. 

The opening ceremony was attended by many of our neighbours from Mbomo, including a lot of the children who will 

benefit most from it. We were treated to traditional singing and dancing – including a gorilla dance – and the 

excitement and happiness of the children was infectious. 

 

The community centre has already become a real focal point in the village, as it houses the primary school and will 

also host life skills classes for older children. It is also an enduring symbol of – and facility to provide living proof of – 

Mrs. Plattner’s commitment to Congo and the communities which surround Odzala-Kokoua National Park. More than 

that, it will provide a more secure and brighter future to the children of this remote community.  

SOUTH AFRICA  
 

iThemba Pre-School Christmas Party, Cape Town 

The Cape Town Wilderness Angels spent the morning at iThemba Pre-school (www.ithembaschool.org) spreading 

some Christmas cheer to little ones.  

 

It was an absolute honor having spent time with our future leaders to celebrate the gift of life and love which Nelson 

Mandela so diligently fought for and advocated wherever he went. May his light continue to shine through us as we 

strive to making a difference in the lives of those less fortunate. 

 
 

http://www.ithembaschool.org/


                     

                                            

 

Zithulele Creché Christmas Party, Johannesburg 

Every year the Johannesburg office staff buy Christmas presents for the children 

at Zithulele Creché.  Names, ages and gender of the child are put on tags on the 

Christmas tree in reception and everyone can choose who and how many children 

they would like to buy for.  Other staff contribute by baking cupcakes or donating 

other goodies for the party, which was held on the 6
th
 December this year.  A few 

members of the Children in the Wilderness team and other Wilderness staff 

attended the party with Vumi acting as our energetic, fun Father Christmas to hand 

out the gifts.   

MALAWI  

Eco Club Visit to Liwonde National Park – Orsi Bedo 

15 children, who are members of the eco-club at Nanthomba Full Primary School were invited for a safari experience 

at Mvuu Camp in Liwonde National Park.  

With the assistance of H.E.L.P. Malawi coordinator, Samantha Musser, who picked up 

the kids from Makanga Gate with their vehicle, we received 15 schoolchildren 2 

teachers at the Education Centre. They were given a short history of Liwonde National 

Park (LNP), discussed the importance of protected areas, their crucial role in 

supporting wildlife and people through ecosystem services (clean air, water, nutrient 

cycling, pollinators etc.) There were also discussions about poaching and its severe 

consequences.  

Duncan Muhango, a guide at Mvuu Camp, then took everyone on a game drive. The children visited the Rhino 

Sanctuary and before entering they received a little overview of the history of black rhinos in Malawi and their 

reintroduction from South Africa. Throughout the drive, the children were in awe of the animals they saw and made a 

list of the species sighted. The children were also shown around Mvuu Camp and visited the workshop, restaurant and 

swimming pool area and they learned about the different jobs (receptionists, cooks, gardeners, mechanics, guides, 

etc…) for local people at the camp. They also discussed the benefits of LNP being a possible source of employment 

for them in the future. For most students, visiting LNP is a memorable event and they become extremely excited in the 

days prior to the trip to Mvuu Camp.  

 

Manager of Wilderness Safaris Blantyre Office celebrates Christmas with local children 

Saira Crawford, the manager of Central African Wilderness Safaris’ office in Blantyre, personally funds and holds a 

Christmas party in her garden every year for 100 local schoolchildren.   

 

A new approach to cooking in rural households – Orsi Bedo 

Most of the people living adjacent to Liwonde National Park (LNP) are using three-stone fires to prepare their meals. 

This is an inefficient way to cook, because a lot of energy is lost in the process. Using ‘Total Land Care’1 (TLC) design 

of a cook stove, a strong, fuel efficient, so called ‘Rocket-Stove’ is now being built in the communities around 



                     

                                            

 

Nanthomba Primary School. Total Land Care: a non-profit organisation, with a focus on community based approaches 

to increase agricultural production, food security, agroforestry.  

H.E.L.P. Malawi volunteer, Harmen Bouter and Orsi Bedo a volunteer with Wilderness Safaris are helping with the 

implementation of the idea, by showing the community how to build them. The gardeners of the school are helping to 

spread the message and “advertising” the stove to their neighbours.  

 
 

The pupils of the Nanthomba eco-club are now fully aware of the consequences of cutting down trees carelessly and 

the importance of reforestation. They also learnt how to build a stove. To make cooking more efficient, a so-called pot 

skirt can be added to trap more heat and thus reduce fuel consumption. Using metal sheets, Harmen made adjustable 

skirts locally and we would like to provide each family with a skirt like this, if they are willing to build a stove for 

themselves. The Rocket-Stove has become popular among rhino trackers of Department of National Park and Wildlife 

after Duncan (CAWS) and Orsi built one at their base in Mvuu Camp, LNP.  

As the price of charcoal is getting higher and higher and with more and more people using wood to meet the energy 

requirement of their household, the communities are facing a dichotomy. Using a cook stove with its apparent 

efficiency (26% compared to 10% of the traditional open air three stone fire), one can not only help use less of this 

valuable natural resource but cooking is faster on it, it produces less smoke and ash, reduces risk of burns to children, 

saves spaces in the kitchen and also, it looks pretty!  

Njobvu Pre-School – Christopher Mvula 

The Njobvu Pre-School at Njobvu Village Lodge has been built with money raised by donors in the UK.  Njobvu Village 

Lodge was built by Wilderness Safaris to assist the community with cultural tourism (photo on the left). They have 

activities such as local traditional dances, village tour, visit to a traditional healer and camp fire stories.  The 

community were very happy to hear about the funds raised for their pre-school and they also contributed by providing 

bricks and collecting sand for building. The village committee found local builders in the village to minimise the cost 

after buying at the iron sheets, cement, quarry stones timber and transport.  

 

H.E.L.P. Malawi Update – Lemani Ngaiyaye 

19% of scholarship students up for tertiary education  

For the first time H.E.L.P. Malawi had its first scholarship group graduate from secondary school with a 38% pass rate. 

Out of those who have passed, 19% qualify for University of Malawi Entry. However, their admission into university 

depends on their success on a university entrance examination where there is stiff competition. 



                     

                                            

 

Shadreck Lazarus was the student who exceptionally scored 15 points. With 

his points, he is given credits during university entrance examinations and 

may automatically be considered for university entry. Shadreck would like to 

study Medicine to become a Medical Doctor.  

“I can now see that my determination and hard-work is paying me! This 
gives me confidence of becoming what I wanted to become.” 
 
Textbook/pupil ratio  

Shortage of textbooks at Nanthomba School has been one of the factors 

affecting pupils’ academic performance until recently when the school 

received textbooks from both the Ministry of Education and Machinga Teachers Training College.  

Enrolment  

It is now impressive to see both parents and children getting interested in school development but this continues to 

affect the sufficiency of resources such as learning and teaching materials, teaching staff and classrooms. Enrolment 

at Nanthomba School is currently pegged at 1016 with 53% boys and 47% girls. However, Kafulafula School records 

the highest with 1220 children. 

Teacher/Pupil ratio (TPR) 

Nanthomba School is working hard towards achieving government-recommended TPR of 1:60. Presently, the TPR at 

Nanthomba is at 1:102, considering only government-qualified teachers.  

Staff turn–over at Nanthomba 

Its remoteness puts Nanthomba School at a disadvantage in attracting qualified teachers from teacher training 

colleges. However, good housing, solar electricity and accessibility to safe running water in staff houses have acted as 

an incentive to attract and retain teachers at the school.   Currently Nanthomba has 14 male teachers and 6 female 

teachers against 1010 students. Out of 20 teachers, 10 are government-qualified teachers.   

Scholarships 

To-date H.E.L.P. Malawi has supported 100 students through secondary school scholarships. These students go to 

different schools as per government selection. Out of the 100 students, 17 sat for a final year national examination in 

July this year and are waiting for their results.   Students who do well in the national examination shall proceed to 

tertiary level. 

Additional School Blocks 

Enrolment at Nanthomba has almost doubled to 1010 pupils this year 

from 516 pupils in 2007.  There was, therefore, a great need to put up 

additional school blocks as some had already started learning under a 

tree and temporary grass thatched classrooms. In partnership with 

Korean National Commission for UNESCO, Central Wilderness 

Safaris, AMOR and Malawi Saving Bank, H.E.L.P. Malawi is building 

two more school blocks (four classrooms) and a multipurpose school block at Nanthomba School.  

Community Works on a School Garden to Feed Nanthomba 

Students 

Community ownership and active involvement is core to sustainability 

of community development projects. Realising the need to feed 

learners while they stay after normal school hours for afterschool 

activities, the community of Nanthomba works so hard in a school 

garden in order to produce food to feed the pupils (their children). The 

garden which is about 2 acres is expected to yield enough food in April 

2014 to feed 120 learners in the following three terms. Maize, cassava, soy beans and vegetables are some of the 

crops grown in the garden. Pupils are currently given porridge made of maize and soy flour.  

 

 

 



                     

                                            

 

Hand washing stations 

Nanthomba School has now put up 2 hand-washing taps outside both girls and boys toilets.  

In order to protect the pupils from preventable diseases that may impact their education, two 

200 litre plastic containers have been installed surrounded by well-built brick walls for 

protection, beauty and to keep the water temperature in the buckets low.  A water tap has 

been attached to each of the buckets for easy accessibility to and management of the water in 

the buckets. The water is refilled by students once the levels are low.    

These water and sanitation facilities have been built with funding from government funding 

called the School Improvement Grant.  Nanthomba School has qualified for this grant and 

hopes to continue getting funded every year.  In 2011 Nanthomba also received a grant of 

MWK84, 000 from Direct Support to Schools (DSS) for the construction of a library toilet and 

procurement of school supplies such as chalk, cleaning materials and cooking utensils.   

Teachers’ Toilets 

In collaboration with the School Management Committee (SMC) of Nanthomba School, three outdoor pit latrines are 

being constructed for three teachers’ houses. The school got unrestricted funding worth MWK350, 000 from a Malawi 

Government School Improvement Grant. The school has planned to use the money for the construction of two hand-

washing facilities, provision of school uniforms to 50 learners and procurement of some materials for the construction 

of pit latrines for three teachers’ houses.   

10 New Desks Delivered  

As the construction of two school blocks continues, mobilisation of desks has already started. 30 desks have already 

been donated so far. Being made by a local carpenter, 10 out of 30 desks have already been delivered to the school. 

KNCU High-powered Delegation impressed with HELP Malawi Projects 

In October, the high-powered Korean National Commission for UNESCO (KNCU) delegation led by the General 

Secretary, Mr. Dong-Seok Min visited H.E.L.P. Malawi project site, Nanthomba School where an additional school 

block donated by KNCU is being constructed. The General Secretary and the Seoul–based team of 4 came for a mid –

term evaluation of a two- classroom school block construction project that started on 20 August, 2013. The project is 

expected to be completed by November 2013.   

 

The delegation received a warm welcome from students, parents, teachers and chiefs to the school. A tour of the 

school with traditional music and drumming in the background was given. Later in the day, the team went across the 

Shire River at Mvuu Camp where they had a partnership meeting with H.E.L.P. Malawi and put up there for one night. 

KNCU pledged a continued partnership in the area of improving the quality of education in Malawi. 

 


